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PRllDE & PREJUDlfC.E • 

. 
CHAPTER I. . , .,. ' . 

ELrzAnr.TH, asthey<lrov~along~ watcnea 
for the fir&t appeararice of ~emberley 
\iVt.>otls wid~ome perturbation ; .and 
"hen at lcngu~ tur~cd iµ .,,l:tl}c 
lodge, her spi.rtts were m a higli ti'~ 

The park was v~r.x large, ali<I ~rt· -

ta: neCI great variety of ground.. 'they 
e'ntered it .in one of its lowest pointsa 

..,,,.,~ I' 

.md • drove Lor some '1ime \hr.ongh :!1-
l)('autiful ''ood, stretching over a 'wk¥ 
extent. 

Elizabeth's mmd wns t~1 full for con· 
~~rsation, but she saw aru. adtnired ev~rl. 
t"cmm kable spot and point o( view. 

V!L· 1JI. B " They 
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·rhey gradually asce1ided for ~~l{ a mile, 
and then found thems~lves 0at the·.top of 
a considerable eminence, where the 
wood ceased, and the eye was instantly 
caught by Pemberley House, situated on 
the ·opposite side of a valley,. 1 into 
which the road with some abruptness 

' .. 
wound. It was a large, handsome, 
stone ~uilding, 1 stnnding well on risil]~ 
ground, and backed by a ridge of high 
woody hills ;-and in front,· a stream of 
some natural importanrr was sw~llecl 
iritd greater, b~ w.ie·' ;~9t any artifi~ial 
appeartnce. Its banks were neither 
formal, nor false!y •·adorned. Eli~abcth 

W,as delighted. She had never seen, a 
place for whic~ nature h~d ·done more, 
or where natural beauty had he~n :-o 
little co0unteracted by an awkward taste . 

. Tpey were a~ of th.m warm in their 
admiration; and at that moment she 
fetlt, that to e mistress of Pember!~ 
inight be something ! 

.. ffliev 
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They <l~scended the hill, crossed t~ 

"bridge, and 'drove. to the door; and, 
while examining ~c nearer aspect of the 

'11ousc, all her apprehensions of ml'eting 
its owner rcturni~d. She dreaded lest 

Ahc t:harnbennaid had been mistaken. . . 

On :tpplyingto see the place, they were 
admitted into the hall; and Elizabeth, 
'l_"s they waited for the l•ousekeeper, had 
leisure to wonder at her b~ing where 
she was, 

'i'he housek~eper came; a respecta}>le

looking, e1der1rt-::?t1?~1!; mnch les~ fine, 
and more ci\•i-J, than &he had any notion 
of finding her. They [allowed l~er i~to 
tlic dining-parlour: . It was n large, Wt ll
proportioned room, h:.mdsvmcly fitted 
up. •Elizabeth, after s'Ti'ght ly surH.~) ing 
it, went to a window to enjoy i: ~ 11ros
pe~~t. 'Tlic h:JI, crowucd with wood, 
from which they had def;L1.•1JCkd, receiv-

'.wg incr('aSl'tl abru11tn1~s:1' ·fr,,m the di·~ 
1 • • 

tapcc, was a beautiful object. .Ew1.~ 

dispositiot· 
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disposition of the ground ~·as good ; and 

she looked on the· •vholc scene, the 

river, the t:·ees scattered on its b:111ks, 

and the wi11di11g of ~he valley, as far as 

she could trace it, wi1h delight. As 
they passed into other rootnf', 'these 

objects werr. taking different posit'ions ; 

b~t from erery windmv there were beau

ties to be seen.' The rooms were Tor~ 
and handsome, ·and their furniture snit

abll! to the fortune of their proprietor ; 

but Elizabeth saw, witl· "admiration of 

his taste, that ,it ··.fl n~ither gaudy nor 
pseles,.c;ly fir,e; "~itli less of splendor, 

and more real de"gapce, than the fur· 
niture of !losings.' 

" And of thi& place,': thought she, 

" I might have Leen mistress! \Vith 
these romns I might now have been 

familiarly ac<~rnint~ ! Instead of viewing 
them ns a ~trangcr, I might have re-

' ·juiced in them as my own, and \h! . 

t:;omed to t11em as ~·isitors my uncle ·1ml 
-·~lllll t. 
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~unt.-But no,"-rccollecting herself,
that could nc0\'er be: my uncle and aunt 
would hare hecn• lost to me: I should 

0 not h1\·e been allowed to invite them." 
This was n \~"~k y recollection-it"saved 

• i1cr ft·om something like regret. 
• 

Slrc Jongt'.d to en.quire of the house· 
keeper, whether her master were really 
~ tlsent, but_ had qot. co1uage for it. ·At 

length, however, the question was asked 

by her uncle; 9nd she turned.away with 
alarin, while Mr.~. Reynolds replied, that 
he was, addin~,-1;..but we expect him 
to morrow, with a Lt~gc .. party of friends." 
How r~joiced was Elipbeth thllt their 
myn Journey had not by .any circum
stance been delayed a day I 

• • Iler aunt now calledner to look at a 
picture. She approachccl, and saw the 
like11cf'S of .l\1r. Wickham suspe1.ded, 
amongst.sevc:-al other m 'niatures, over 

. ilic mantle-piece. Her r•unt asked her, 
sq~ilingly, how she liked it. T~;· 

housekeeper 



( (i ) 

housekeeper came forward, and told Lllf'111 

it was the picture nf, a young gc!lth-> 
man, the son of her late mafkr\; 

steward, who had been hrollght up by 
him at his own expence'.:__•: Ht' is, JJ(IW 

gone into the arm\•," :.lw adckd; :• but 
I am afraid he has ~tfrnt'd out very \~ild." 

Mri-. Gardiner l<•• kt·d ~·t her niece 
f • 

with a smile, Lut Eiizab1.:th could noc 
return it. 

" i\.;1cl that,'' said Mrs. Hcy1wl•1s, 
pointinh to aJJ<,f her of ·~~e miniatures, 

" is ID) master-.-_::•·: .!.~cr,:;1 like him. It 
was di.;awn at the same time as the 

other ubout t>ight"ycars ngo.'' 
•· I have heard much of yonr maste1 's 

fi,,~_ f)('r'on,. ~mL\ l\!rs.Gardmcr, looking 

at tl·e picture j ,, it is a handsome lac~. 

But, Lizzy, you can tell us whdhcr it 
... ·.·ornot.'; ' 

:v1 rs. 1 :"yn~<ls's re~pect lt>r Fliznhet_h 
'<'t'-711wd to incn·asc on th::; iutimation 01· 

her. knowing her master. 



( 7 ) 

·• Dues that young lady know Mr. 
"Darcy?' 

Elizalieth col~ured, and said-" A 
'.little." 

·• And. ..... dc~. 11ot you think him a very 
•hantt,,orne gt•Rtll'lrlan, Ma'am ?" 

• 
"• Y cs. very ha 11dso111e." 

"I am sure I:, now none fo hand~ome; 

"n:tt in the gallery up ~lairs } ou will see 
a finer, larger picture of him than this. 

This r.iom \\US my late- master's favourite 

room, and these ininiatmes are just as 

they usecf to ln;,. theu. He was very 
r d f l '· C... I '- ''" wn o t 1em. 

T 1is accounted ti;> Elizabeth for Mr. 
)iVickham\ beingamo;1g them. 

l\1rs. Reynolds then· directed' their at-
• . 

te11tio11 to one of MiSs DarC'y, dra\\'.n 

when :,,he was only eight years old. 

" AnJ is Miss Darcy as handsome as 
her brother?" said Mr. ·cardiner . 

.. · " Oh ! yes-the haudsomest young 

l~dy that ev~r was seen ; and ltO accom: -

plished ! 
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plishetl !---She plnys nnd ~i_ngs all <lay . 
long. In the next room is a llCW inslru-,, 
mcut just come down for her_:a prc~cnt 
from my mastt·r; she comes here to-

morrow with him.'' -· ... • 
l\lr.Gardiner, whose manners werP- easy 

an·l pleasant, _encouraged her comm'nni
catin?ncss Ly f1is q1wsti01_1s and remarks; 

J\lrs. Hl~ynulds, ciH1cr from pr:dc or at ... 
tachmcnt, had evidently great pleasure 
in talking of her master nml his sister. 

" Is your master much aJ. ,Pcmberlcy 'in 
the course of the yc~.f,! r -" Not so much as I could wish, Sir; 
but I dare say he ma5~ spend half his 
time here; and :Miss Darcy is alwaya 
clown for the sum_iner montl~11·"· 

" Except, thonght Elizabeth, when she 
goes to Hamsgate." 

'~ If your master \tould marry, you 
might see more 'of him.'' 
" Yes, Sir; but I do not know when· 

.o~_ •• ,. 

tltal 
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• 
tkat will be. I do not know who is.good 
enough for him." 

Mr. and Mrs. ~ardiner smiled. Eliza
·bct~1 could not help saying, " It is very 
much tti !>j<; .-·r~dit, I am sure, that you. 
sholJld think so." • • 

"•I say no more.. than the . truth, and 
wh~t every . ~ody ·,will sa 'l that knows 
'trrm," replied ~he ot,l_1er: Elizabeth 
thought this ~as going. pretty far; and 
she listened w\th increasing astonishm~t 
as• the hou8*eeper added, '' I.· have 
never had a cru ·~.word from h"i.m in my 
life, ang I h:v.e. ~n~wn him ever since· 
he was four years qld." 
• 'this was praise, C:r all others most 
extraordin;J.ry, most opposi~e to.her ideas. 
'T • • hat he was not a gdbd-tempered man, 
hacl been her finnc~t opir1ion. Her 
keenest attention was awakened; she 
longed to hear more, and was grateful to. 
her uncle for &aying, 

H There are very few people of wtt'Oin: 
ll 3 liO• 
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so much can be said. You are lucky in 
having such a mnster." • ' 

' "Yes, Sir, I know I am. If I was to 
go through the world, I could not meet' 
with a better. But I ~.:: .. ~ways ob
served, that they who are good-natured'· 
when children, are good-natured \then 
they grow up; and 'he was always the 
sweetest ternperetJ, most generous-hea'rtF"" 
ed, boy in the wor!d." 
•Elizabeth almost stared at her.-" Om 
this be Mr. Darcy!" thought she. ' 

'' His father \\~cellent man,'' 
said Mrs Gardiner. 

Yes,~Ma'am, tbat•he was indeed;, and 
his son will be just like him-just no; 

affable to the po~r." •. , 
J~lizabe_th lt::.terw<l, wondered, doubtecL 

an<l was impatient fur more. Mrs. Hey
nolds could interest her oft no other 
point. She related the su~jcct of the 

.J2ls~u~es, the dimensions of the 1 ooms·,
. and the price of the furniture, in vaiq. 

·Mr. 
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Mr. Gardiner, highly amused. by the 
"kind of fa°'ily pre.1udice, to which he 
attributed her ~xcessive commendation 

. of l\cr master, soon led again to the sub
icct ; "ai.'' .f>hr. dwelt with energy on his 

,J L • 

ma~ merits, as they proceeded together 
• up t~1e great staircase. 

" He is the best landrord, ar;\:I the ,, 
'"tvst master,'' said she,." that ever lived. 
Not like the ~ild yt~ung men ~ow·a
<lay'l, who think of uothing but therrt• 
sel"res. There is not one of his tenants 

' ' 
or servants but.what will give him a 
geod name .• s~~~'" 'peopl~ call hfm 
proud; but I am spr(1,I never, 'Saw any 
~hin·g of it. To my f~ncy, it is. only be
cause he does uot rattle .away like ot~1er . ' . young men.' 

" In what an :imiable light does this 
place him !'' thought Elizabeth. 

" Thui fine accutmt of him," whis
.percd her aunt, as they walked, is not 

qlli'te 
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quite consistent with his behaviour to 
our poor friend." 

" Perhaps we might be deceived." 
" That is not very li.keJ y ; our authcri ty · 

was too good." · -" · 
" On reaching the spacious .lobby 

above, they were shewn into a very . 
pretty sitting-room, lately fitted np with._. 
greater elegance and lightness than the 
apartments below; and were informed 
that it was but just done, to give plea
sure to Miss Darcy, who had taken a 
liking to the roomi .~V.1 hst at Pember
ley. 

" He' is certainly a good brother," said 
Elizabeth, as she walked towards one of 
the windows. -

Mr~. Heynolds anticipat~d Miss Dar-
cy's delight, when she should enter the· 
room. '' An<l this i'8 ahwiys the way 
wid1 him," she added.-" \.Vhatever can . \ 

. g.i,\·.e his sister any pleasure, is sure to be-
done 
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f:]one in a mmpent. There is rmthing he 
would not do for l,ler.'' 

TJ1e pictnre-gallery, and two or three 
"of tl\e.orincipal bed-rooms, were all that 
remained to be shewn. In the former 

• were WJahy good paintings; but Eliza-
beth'knew nothing of the RJt ; and from 
.~ch as had -been already visible below, 
she had willingly turned to look at some 
drawings of Miss Darcy's, in crayons, 

whpsesubjects were usually more interest

ing, and also mo~e intelligible. 

In the gallety tuere were man~' family 
portraits but they could have ljttle to 
fix t~e -attention of• a titrangcr. Eliza

~th walkecl'_on in qL•estof ~he only face 

who,c;e features woulrl ~e known to lier. 
At last it arrested her-and she hehelcl a 
striki11g re&emblanct! of Mr: Darcy, with 
such a smite over'the face, as she remem· 
bered tu ha\'e sometimes seen, when he 
11~oked at her. She stood· several '!!l· 

~Hes before the picture in. ean..,,;"t .non-. 

tcmplation, 
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templatio&, and returned to it again be
fore they quitted th·: gallery c Mrs. ltey

nolds informed them, that it had been 
taken in his father's life tim('. 

There was certamly at this mvment, in 

Elizabeth ':-i mind, a mo1 e gentle .,sensa
tion towards _the original, than !!he had 

ever fdt in the height of their acquaint

ance. The commendation bestowed ·oii' 
him by lVJrs. Heynolds was of no trifling 
nature. What praise is more valu~ble 

than th(• praise of an i11 telligent servant ? 
As a brolh~r, a la11dlord,, a master, she 
conside_red-how many people·s happiness 

were in his guai;dim .. 1ship !-How ~uch 
of pleasure or pain it was in his powt>r 

to bt·stow I -- How much of. good or. nvil 

must be done by Lim! Every idea' that 

had been brought forwar.d by the house

keeper was favourable to ~~s character, 

and as she stood before the canvas, on 

ytpich he was represented, and fixed his·. 

eyc:c;; __ 1_1_~' 1Jn herself, she thought of hjs· 

re-gni"<l 
'--- -
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)'egard with l\ deeper sentiment of grati
tude than it had ever raised before ; she • 

, rcm~mbeied its warmth, and softened its 
'imp1'Jpriety of expression. 

When all of ·the house that was open 

to g:~ral inspection had been seen. they 

returned down stairs, and t~king-leave of 
_the housekeeper, were consigned over 
"·· 
to 'the gardener, who met the_m at the 
hall door. 

~\s they walked across the lawn to
wards the river, Elizabeth turned back 
to look ngainc.; her uncle and aunt 

stopped also, and while the former was 

couj~cturing as to the Glate of th~ ~uild
irrg, the owner of it himself suddenly 

camf forwan\ from the. road, which led 
behind it to the stables. 

They were within twenty yards of 
·each other, and sb abrupt was his appear

ance, that it was impossible to avoid 
1his sight. Their eyes instantly m~t. 
and the cheeks of each were ov~,.~e.ad 

witlf 
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with the deepest blush. He absolutely 
started, and for a rnorpent seemed im
moveable from surprise ; but i.hortly 

- recovering himself, aclvanced toward; the· 
party, and spoke- to Elizabeth, ··1f, not in 

·terms of perfect composure, at l~ast of 

perfect ci\'ility. 
She ha<l instinctively turned away; 

bu.t, stopping mi his approach, received 
his compliments with an embarrassment 

imposs.ible to be o\'ercome. Had his 

first appearance, or his resemb.lance lo 

the picture tbey had just been ~x.l\min
ing, been insllfficient to assure the other 

two that they n0w•saw Mr. Darcy, the 
gardener's expression of surprise, on ?:e

ho\ding his ma~ter, rnusi immediately 
have told it. They stoo<l a little ·aloof 

\'Vhile he \~as talking ·to their niece, 
who, astonished and co5'fus(;d, scarcely 
dared lift her eyes to his face, a11cl knew 

pot what answer she returned to his ci\"1l 
~n'!uiriPs. aftJt her family. Amazed . at 

'lhc 
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t1)'8 alteration jn his manner since they 
last pariecl, every., sentence that he 
ut'erqJ was increasir~g her embarrass-

. nient ; ,and t-vcry idea of the impro~ 

priely of h1.:r bt'ing found the.re, ~'t'"t:r·· 

~·ing t~ her mmd, the few minul•..:& in 
which• they coutmne,! tog~ther, ,·n·rc 

some of tire mos-t tmcomtoru1ble fJf lwr 

life. Nor did he 1w<.<rn"much 1111:rc at 
ease; when he spoke,_ hii; accent had 

none. of its usual sedatenC'ss ; and he re
peated his enquiries as t.l) the time of her 
having left Longbourn, and of her l'tay 
in Derbyshire, so often, and in so hur
ried a way, as plainly•sp~ke the distrac
tio~f his thoughts. 

At Jength, f!Very idea seemed to foil 
him ; and, after standing a few moments 
without saying a word, he suddenly re
collecte<l himself. and took ]eave. 

q'he others then joined her, and cx
,;1 

pressed their admiration of his figure; 
hnt. El~zaheth heard not·a wor{l. and; 

whotty 
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wholly engrossed by her own foelin~·,, 

followed 1 hcn1 in silence. She ~as 

overpowered by shame and vex:ttion. 

Her c1~rnlng there was the most uufr>rLU

nar,._ i.hl· most ill-ju<lgrti thing in the 

w9rld ! How strange must it ar111car to. 

him ! In what a d1sgraccful light .11ight 

it not strike so vain a man ! It might 

st'cm a-. if she- had purposely thrown 

herself in his way again! Oh! why cl1d 
she come? or, why did he thus come a 
d.iy before he was expected? Had they 

be1 n 011ly ten 111innte_s sooner, they 

shotild have been be) und the reach of his 

discrimination, for. 1t was plain that he 
was th:1t mnmeut :irrivcd, that mui.-:?nt 

aligl11nl from hi!> hor~t' or liis carriage. 

She bl us .. cd n;saiu a11tl again over. the 
pen·erc;nn<"'"S of tlie meeting. Aud his 

bclia\'iuL~r, so strikmgl~ altered,- what 
C<•tild it lllt'all? That he should even 
spt·:ik LO lwr was .1mazing ! -- l>ut to speak 

\v~th sul:h civility, to cuquirc afLer lier 
famiiy ! 
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fa~'ly ! . Ne\'~r in lwr lifo had she secu 
his armers so lit~e dignified, nen·r had. 

l1e i:1 L•ken with such gentlt'tw:-s as on 

t11is nr1~xpccted mt'eting \Vl1~t a ~un
tra->t did it offer: to his last ad· Ire-~<; i:1 

•Hosing;.., Park, when he pi.t h1, ldtf'r 

into lfer hand! She km•\v 11c>t \\hat to 

think, nur how to accoun. t~r it. 
Tht•y had now enteh•rl a beautiful 

walk by the side of thf" water, and en:-ry 

st<.>p.was bringing forward a nobler foll 
of g1 ou11d, or a. finer rc:wh of the woods 

to which they 1fere approaching; but it 
was some time bef~m.~ Elizabeth was sen

sible 4 uf any <tf it;- a1id, though. she 

an~·erul mech~mic:illy tl> the repeated 

appe .• ls of h0er uncle a11Cl aunt, a111l 

seemed : o clirecL her eyes to such ul~jects 

as they pointtd out, she distinguislwcl no 

part of till' ~ci:ue. Her thoughts were 
" al~fixed on that ouc iipot vf Pemberley 

House wluchever it might be, where 

l\1r. Darcv then was. She long~d fu 
, ... kn~· .. 
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know what al that moment was passing 
in hie; mmd; m \\hat mamier he tho11-

• f 
ot her, and '' hether, m dcfianre of •;!vet 'j 
thing, 11hc \\as still dear lo him. Per 
hnp~ he hnd bec·n chtt1, only bt>causc he 
felt lumo;elf at eac;f>; yet•thcre h~d been 
that in his voice, whtch wns not like' ease. 
\Vhc thcr he hacl felt more of p.ttn or of 
plc.t&llrC 111 Sl'l'll'tg' h~r, she could not tell, 
Lnt he cert.iinly hu~ not seen hc::r \\1th 

c 1mposure. 
At feugth, however, the remnrks of 

her compunions on her absence of mind 
rOLt'l<·d her, and she felt the necessity of 
appearmg more Jik .. herself • 

• 
They entered the wuod'i, and bidtlirig 

nd1eu to the riv<.·r for a while. ascended . 
some of the lug her grounds; whencci in 
11pol.., where the open1111 of the trcc5 
g..l\'C the l')'e power 4> wander, were 
many chai mmg views of the valley, the 
opposite l111ls, with the loug range of 
•• woods overspreading many, and occa-

r:.i1Jn.Jlly 
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=iionally part" of the streain; Mr. Gar
·~ expressed a wish of going round 
,the ~hole Park, but fear:ed it might be 
beyond a· walk. With a triumphant 
smile, they \\'.~~ told, that it was ten 
miles'rpuml It settl~d the matte'r; and 
they."•jmrsued the accustomed circuit ; 
whicl1 brought them again; after some 
time, in a descent among.hanging woods, 
to the edge of the water, iu ont: of its 
narrowei;t parts. They cr0ssed it by a 

• 
simple bridge, in charact~. with the ge-
neral air.'of th~ scene;· it, ~.s , 1,&pot less 
adorned than any t hey9 fiad,) _et ::visited ; 
and the valley; here cQritraCUr.liuto-gl,en, 
alldWed room only for .the st~~a~, ~nd 
a narrow .welk.'amiclst the rough coppice-• . ' 

wood which. ,bordered ~.' Elizab~th. 

long~d to·~ e.re its. windings ; but 
when t hay hadtfrGSi;ed the bridge, and 

·pprceived their distance from the house, 
Mrs. Gar~lmer, who was not a great 
'-"alker, could go no farther, and thouglit ... ~ 

o~~--
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only of returnin~ to the carriage as 
quickly as possible. Her niece /8-, 
therefore, obliged to" submit, anc( they 
took their way towards the hou&e on th.e 
opposite side of the river, in the nearest 
direction ; but their progress was slow, 

' . 
for Mr Gardiner, though seldom able 
to indulge the ta'\te, was very fond of 
fishing and wn~ so much engaged in 
watching the occasional appearance of 
some trout in the water, and talking to 
the man abo.,yt them, that he advanced 
but little. Whilst wandering on in this 
slow manner, they were again surprised, 
and Elizabeth's astonishment was quite 
equal to what it h·1d been at first, 'i."'j'iihe 
1jght of Mr. Darcy approaching them, 
and at no great distance. The w,Llk 
being here less shclte1-1 than on the 
other side, allowed th,111,.to see him be
fore they met. Elizabeth, however 
astonished, was at least more prepared 
f<!~ an iuterview than before, and resolved 

·to 
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to appear an'tl to Speak with calmness, 

~~ll~really int~nd~d to ~eet them •. For 
·af few)moments, indeed/-~1he felt that he 
;..ould probably strike in.to some other 
path. 0This idea:Ia$ted while a turning 

. .in the'\Valk concealed· him from their 
vi8 ;•the· t\irning past, he was imme
diately before them. With a glance she 
saw, that he had lost- nofle of his recent 
civility; and, to imitate his politeness, she 
began, (ts they met. to admire the beauty 
of the place .. ; but she had 119t got beyond 

the words" dehghrful,'' apd "charming," 
when some unlucky r~bollectiOns ob
truded, and she fancied. t'hat praise of 
Pe~·Jerley from her, might be mischie

vousll con~tr~ed. ~er colour changed;. 
and she said no more. · ... 

Mrs. Gardin#r was standing a little 
behind ; and on·_'her pausing, he asked, 
her, if :she would do him the honour of 
introducing him to her friends. This 
w11s a stroke of civility for whicli.she was 

. :"'-'-. 
QUl(t: 
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quite unprepared; and she could hardly 

suppress a smile, at hi& be;ng now se~~~g 
the ncquaintnmre o(s.>me of thus~ very 
people, against whom his pmle had ~e
voltccl, in his offer to herself. " \-Vhat 
will be his surpriiie, thought sh", when 
he knows who they are! lle:tak\?S \liem

now for poople of faahion~· 
The introdA1ction, however, was im

mediately made ; a~d as bhe named her 

relatiou ... hip to herself, she stole a sly 

look at him, to see how he bore it ; and 
was not wifl1out the expectation ·af his 
decampin~ as rast as he could from such 
disgraceful coaipa1110ns. That he was 
6urprised by the connexion was e~ent ; 
he su&tainecl it however with fortitude, 
and &o far from guing aw1ty, turnc.J back 
with them, and entered into conversa· 

tion with l\lr. Gardiner. Elizabeth 
" .. 

could not but Le plcaseCI, coul<l i11:>t but 

tmunph. It was con&oling, that he 

should know she had some relations for 

whom 
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whom there was n.O need to blush. She 
. . . . 

.. U.tened most attentively to all that 
p&ed between them, "*and gloried in 

·every expression, every .S( ntencc of her 
uncle, "which marked his intelligence, 

• bis tal~, or his goad manners. 
The conversation aoon ·.turned upon 

fishing, and she beard Mr. Darcy invite 
him, with the greatest "civility. to fish 
there as often as he chose, while he con
tinued in the neighbourhood, offering at 

• 
the same time to Sllpply hWi with fish-
ing tackle, and pointing ~t thos~ parts 
of the stream where there .W-¥8 usually 
most sport. Mrs. Gardiner, who was 
wal!~ing arm in arm with Elizabeth, gave 
her a look expressive of her wonder. • • 
Elizabeth said nothing, but it gratified 
her exceedingly ; the compliment must 
be all for herself. Her astonishment, 
however, was exlrrme; and 1·ontiuually 

, was she repeating, " \\.,.h)' is he so al-~ 
ter~d ? From what can it proceed ? T.t 

vor.. MI. cmmotJ 
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cannot be for me, i~ cannot be for my 
sake that hi; IIUlDners are thus softened. 

,..,. 1 /i 

My reproofs at Hunsford could not work 
such a change as this. It is impossible 
that he shouid still love me." 

After walk~ng som~ time in this way, 

the two lad\es in front, the tw<;> ~ntle
men behind, on resuming their places, 

after descending to the brink of the 
river for the better inspection of some 
curious water-plant, there chanced to be 

a little alteration. It originated in Mrs. 
Gardiner, who, fatigued· by the exercise 
of the morning, found Elizabeth's arm 
inadequate to her' support, and conse
quently preferred her husband's. ···Mr. 

Darcy took her place by bcr niece,, and 
they walked on together. After a short 
sileuce, the lady fir~t spoke. She wished 

him to know that she had.been assured 
of his absence before she came to the 
place, and accordingly began by observ
jr.g, thai. his arrival had been very un~x-

pectcd·-· · 
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pected-" for yoor housekeeper," she 
t .. ~ •• , ... 

,i~Clded, "informoo us that you would cer-
' ·tainly not be here till to.morrow; and in-. 
·deed, before we left Bakewell, we under-
stoo~ -that you were· not immediately 
expected in the country."· He acknow
ledg~d the' ftuth of it all ; and said that 
business with his stewatd had occasionEld 
his coming fonvard a few hours before 
the rest of the party with whom he had 
beoo travelling. '' They will join me 
early to-morrow," he contin\Jed, ,, and 
among them hre some'·:who will claim 
an acquaintance with you,:o__Mr. Bingley 
and his sisters." • 

Elizabeth answered only by a slight 
bow• Her • thoughts were instantly 
driven back to the time when Mr. Bing
ley's name had been Inst menti~ned be
tween them; and if she might judge 
from his complexion, his mind was not 
very differently engaged. ---~ !' There is also one othff°"person ·}~ 

c ~ tt-J.! 
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the party," he continued after a pause, 
'' who. more particularly wishes to -~ 
known to you,-Will you allow me, or 
do I ask too much, to introduce my 
sister to your acquaintance during your 
stay at Lambton ?'' 

The surprise of such ·an applic"'ation 
was great indee~ ; it was loo great for 
her to know in what manner she ac· 
ceded to it. She immediately felt that 
whatever desire Miss Darcy might have 
of being acquainted with her, must be 
the work of her brothe'r, and without 
looking farther, it was satisfactor} ; it 
was gratifying to know that his resent
ment had not made him think reaJly ill 
of her. 

They now walked on in silence ; each 
of them deep in thoQght. Elizabeth 
was not comfortable ; that'was impossi
ble ; but she was flattered and pleased. 
His wish of introducing his sister to her, 
Wf!S a COOl0pii~ei~t of the highest k irtd. 

'They 
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-rney tiOOn outstripped the others, and 
when they hat! reached the carriage, Mr. 
ahd Mrs Gardin~r were' half a quarter of 
"a mile behind. , 

He l:hen asked her to walk into the 
house-but she declared herself not 

• tired,. and they stood together on the 
lawn. At such a time, Ibach might 
have been said, and b'tlence was very 
awkward. She wanted to talk, but 
there seemed an embargo on every sub
ject~ At last she recollected that she 
had been trave\ling, and they talked of 
Matlock and Dove Dale with great perse
verance. Yet time apd her aunt moved 
slowly-and her patience and her ideas 
were nearly worn out before the tete-a
tete was ove;. On Mr. and Mrs. Gar
diner's coming up, they were all pressed 
to go into the house and take some re
freshment ; but this was declined, and 
they parted on each side with the utmost 
pqliten,SA•· Mr. Dare;,·0 .... ~:-!!dP~ the la-

die• 
I 
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die-; mto the carriage, and when it drove 

off, Elizabeth saw him walking slowly 
towards the house. • 

The observations of her uncle and aunt 
now began ; and each of thc'm pro
nounced him to be infinitely supe'1·ior to, 

any thing they had expected. '' 1He iS 

perfectly we11 behaved, polite, and unas
suming," said her uncle. 

"There is something a little stately 

in him to be sure,'' replied hf'r aunt, " but 

it is confined to his air, and is not tin be

coming. I can now say with the house

keeper, that though some people may 

call him proud, l have seen nothing 

of it.'' 
" I was never more surprised than by 

his behaviour to us. It was more than 

c!vil ; it was rl ally attentive ; and there 
was no necessity fo, such~ttention. His 

acquaintance with l.lizah.!th was very 

trifling." 

"'To b.f.~'~~,_!..'.=:..ty," said her annt, ",he .. 
'!ii 
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is not so handsome as Wickham ; or 
rather he has not Wick ham's coun
tenance, for his. features are perfectly 
•good. But how cJme you to tell us that 
he was·so disag1eeable r" 

I.l~abeth excused herself as well as she 
could_ ; &aid that she hat.I liked him Jet
ter when they met in IHnt.than before, 
and that she had never seen him so • 
pleasant as this morning. 

"But perhaps he may be a little. 
~tmsical in his CIVIiities," replied her ., 
uncle. " Your great men often are; and 
therefore I snail not take him at his 
word about fishing, as he might change 
his mind another day: and warn me off his 
grounds.'' 

Hl1zabeth • felt that they had entirely 
mistaken his character, but said nothing. 

"From what we have seen of him,•' 
continuetl l\jrs Gardiner, "I really skould 
not have thc\ight that he could have be
haved in so~ruel a ~at by any body, as 

he 
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he has done by poor Wiekham. He has 
not an ill-natured look. · On the con
trary, there iii somethir.g pleasing about 
his mouth when he speaks. And there 
is something of dignity in his counte
nance, that would not give one im·unfa
rnurable idea of his heart. B~t. to be ' 
sure, the gwcl lady who shewed us the 
hou&e, did give bim a most flaming cha
racter ! I could hardly help laughing 
aloud sometim~s. But he is a liberal 
master, I suppose, and that in the eye of 
a servant comprehends every virtue!' 

Elizabeth here felt herself called on 
to say something in vindication of his 
behaviour to Wickham; and therefore 
gave ·them to understand, in as guarded 
a manner as she could, that by what she 
lied heard from his relations in Kent, 
his actions were capable elf a very dif
ferent construction ; and tl!at his cha
racter was by no means S'.• faulty, nor 

Wickham's .~Q..-~lo/~l", as tl!r\'\1 l)~d been 
· consiueh .. 1 .• 
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• comidered in Hertfordshire. · In c0nm
mation of •this: sh& relatetl the pa.rticu-
1~ of all the pedlniary· vansae~ ia 
which they had been eonneeted, 'with
out actually nammg her au•horil11y, but 

.. _stating' it to be such as might be relied 
on. • 

Mrs. Gardiner was surprisl!d and con
cerned ; but as they wer&nOW approach
ing the scene ef her former pleasures, 
every idea gave way to the charm of re
collection ; and she was too much en
gaged in pointin~ out to her husband all 
the interesting spots in its environs, to 
think of any thing eJse. Fatigued as 
she had been by the morning's w.alk, 
they had no sooner dined than she set off 
again 9in quest" of her former acquaint
ance, and the evening was spent in the 
satisfo.::tions of an intercourse renewed 
after many yt. rs discontinuance. 

The occurre ces of the day were too 
full of !nte~ '"" lili!-abeth much 

c 3 attention 
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attention for any .. o(> .these new friends; 
and. she could do nothing but -think, and 
think::,with wonder, of Mr. Darcy's civi
lity, -~nd abOve all, of his wishing her to 
be acquainted with his sister. 
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•CHAPTER II. 

EL1zA.aETt1 had settled it tli'at Mr. 
Darcy would bring h_is sister to v.isit her., 
the very day after her reaching Pember
lay ;. •and was consequently resolved not 
to be out of sight of the inn the whole of 

that morning. Hut h4:r. ponclusion was 
false; for on the very morning after 
their .own arrival at Lambton, these 
\'ittitors came. They had been walking 
about the place with some of their new 
friends, and whe just returned to the inn 
to dress themselves for dining with the 
same family, when• the sound of a car
riage drew them to a window, ano they 
sa\.\-9 a gentleman and lady in a curricle, 
driving up the street. .Elizabeth im
mediately recognising the live1y, guessed 

what it m~ut, and imparted no small 
degree of · rprise · to her relations, by 

acquaintin1L e1~~~th_ the honour which 
she 
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she expected. H~ uncle and aunt were 
all amazement ; and tht! embarrass

ment of her manner as 'she spoke, joined 
to the circumstance itself, and many of 
tbe circumstances of the preceding day, 

opened to them a new idea on th.e busi
ness. Nothing had ever suggested it 
before, but they now felt that there was 
no other way of, accounting for such at

tentions from such a quarter, than by 
supposing a partiality for their niece. 

While these newly-born notions were 
passing in their heads, the perturbation 

of Elizabeth's feelings was every moment 
increasing. She was quite amazed at 
her own discomposure; but amongst 
other causes of disquiet, she dreaded lest 
the partiality of the brother should' have 

said too much in her favour ; and more 

than commonly anxious~o please, she 

naturally suspected that 2\ !ry power of 
pleasing would fail her. 

She retrea~r.n.rp th .window, fear

- ;~~I. 
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ful of being seen falrd-.. as s·he wa)ked np 
and down t8e room~ endeavouring to 
compose herself~ saw imch looks Df en-

:quiring surprise in her uncle and aunt, 
as made every thing worse. 

M4ss Darcy and her brother appeared, 
• 

and .this formidable introduction took 

place. With astonishment did Elizabeth 
see, that her new acqaaintance was at 
least M much embarrass~d as herself. 
'Since her being at Lambton, she had 
heard that Miss D:ucy was exceedingly 
proud ; but the observation of a very 

• few minutes convinced her, that she was 
only exceedingly spy. She found it 
difficult to obtain even a word from her 
beyond a monosyllable. 

Nliss Darcy was tall, and on a larger 
scale than Elizabeth ; and, though little 

more than sixteen, her figure was formed, 

and her ap~arance womanly and grace
ful. She ' as less handsome than her 

?rother, lwt:. \l!f..fC. .. WtlJ ~ense and good 
humour 
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humour in her face~ :·apd her manners 

were perfectly unassuming and gentle. 
Elizabeth, who had exJ.Jected to find in 
her as acute and unembarrassed an ob

server as ever Mr. Darcy had been, was 
much relieved by discerning sLtclb dif-
ferent feelings. ., 

They had•· not been long together, 

before Darcy told her that Bingley was 

also coming to wait on her ; and site had 
barely time to express her satisfaction,· 
and prepare for such a visitor, wl.en 

Bingley·s quick step was heard on the 

stairs, and in a moment he entered the 
room. All ·Elizabeth's anger against him 

had bren long done away ; but, had she 

still felt any, it could hc1rdly have stood 

its ground against the un<iffected ~or

diality with which he expressed himself, 

on seeing her again. He enquire<l in a 
' friend~y, though general ~c , after her 

family, and looked and sp A.e with the 

same good-humOl~r~A.ease J.~?t he had 
ever done. · 'l'o 
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To Mr. and Mt&. Gardiner he was 
scarcely a le~s interesting personage than 
to herself. They had long wished to 
see him. The whole party before them, 
indeed, excited a lively attention. The 
sus~cions which had just arisen of Mr . 

• Da1tey and their niece. directed their 
observation towards each vrith an earnest, 
though guarded, enquiry ; and they s~on 
drew from those enquiries the full con
viction that one of them at least knew 
what it was to love. Of the lady's sen
sations they remained· a little in doubt; 

• but that the gentleman was overflowing 
with admiration was evident enough . 

• 
Elizabeth, on her side, had much to 

do. She wanted to ascertain the feelings 
ofl!ach ofh~r visitors, she wanted to com
pose her own, and to make herself agree
able to all ; and in the latter object, 
where sh<~eared most to fail, she wa& 
most sure f success, for those to w horn 
she endeti.v~. reel. to give pleasure were 

prepossessed 
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prepossessed in her firvblft'. Bingley was 
ready, Gi>orgiana wae eager, and Darcy 
determined, to be pleased. 

In seeing Bingley, her theughts natu
rally flew to her sister ; and oh ! how 
ardently did she long to know, whe£her 
any of his were directed in a like rran-
11er. SnmctirtJes she could fancy, •that 
he talked less th&Pl on former occasions, 
and once or twice pleased herself with 
the notion that as he looked at her, he 
was trying to trace a resemblance. But, 
though thi'l mighr be imaginary, she 
could not be deceived ac; to his behaviuur 
to Miss Darcy, who had been set np as 
a ri\:.il of Jane. No look appeared on 
either flide that spoke particular regard. 
Nothing occurred Let ween" them that 
could justify the hopes of his sister. 
On thi~ point she was s~n satisfiecl ; 
and two or three little c1rtfumstances 
occurred ere they parted, wlio.ch, in her 
anxious interpretation,. .<1sQl.~d.:!_ recol-

lec11bn 
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lection of Jane, not"tfntinctured by ten-
· derness, and a wish of saying more that 

might lead to th~ mention of her, had 

he dared. He ohsE rvtd to her, at a 
moment when the others were talking 

togetl'l~r, and in a tone which had some

thing.of real regret, that it" was a very 
long time since he had had 'the pleasure 

of seciug her ; " and. before she could 

reply, he added, " It is above eight 
months. We have not met since the 

2Gtr1 of November, when we were all 
clanci ng togeth~r at N etherficld." 

Elizabeth was pleased to find his me

mory so exact ; and llC aftt>rwards took 
occa~i.m to ask her, whe11 unattended to 

by ariy of the rest, whether all her sis

ters ,;,ere at Longbourn. There was not 

much in the question, nor in the pre

ceding remark, but there was a look and 

a manner wh~ch gave tlicm meaning. 

It was not r.:>ftcn that she could turn 

h~r eyes on--'.~\1~- r>arcy himself; but, 

whenever 
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whenever she did ··catch a glimpse, she 

saw an expression of gef1cral complai
sance, and in all that ~ said, she heard 

an accent so far removed from hauteur 
or disdain of his companions, as con
vinced her that the improvemll'nt of 

• 
manners which she had ycsterda,:» wit-

ucssed, bO\~ver temporary its existence 

might prove, had at least omlived one 

day. When she saw him thus seeking 
the acquaintance, aud courting the good 
opinion of people, with whom any i1Hcr
oourse a few months :igo would li•I\ L'b, en 

• a disgrace; when she :,aw him Lllll_, civil, 
not only to herselt,, hut to tile very rela

tions whom ht had opclll}' disda111nl, and 
recollectt:d tl1cir l:1sl lively scene in 

Hu11r.fur<l l'arso1wgc, the liiftercncl:, the 

cha11ge was so great, and strnck so for
cibly on her uiind, that &he t!lfmld hardly 
restrain her astonii,hme1it. from being 

visible. Nc\·cr, even iu Lhc company of 

bis dear fricncls al~ct~rfidcl, or his 

"· dignified 
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dignified rolations at· Rosing11, harl she 
seen him so c~sirous to please, so free 
from seli'-collsequence, or unbending re
serve as now, wLen no importance could 

result from the succc!':s of his endeavours,· 

<ind wlten even the ncquaintauce of those 
• 

to wh9m his attentions were addressed, 

would draw down the ridicllle and ce·1-
mrc of the ladies both of Nethcrfiekl and 

Rosiugs. 

Their visitors staid with them abo•;e 

balf !m hour, and whrn they .arose to 

Jepart, lYir. Darcy callecl on his sir,ter to 
• 

join him in l'Xprcs .. ing their wish of see-

ing ~Ir. and Mrs. G:mliner, and Miss 

Bennet, :o dinner at Pcmberley, before 

they left· the couutry. .Miss Darcy, 

though with a diffirlence which marked 

her little in the habit of giving invita

tions, readily obeyed. l\'lrs. Gardiner 

looked at her 11iecc, dcsirou-; of knowing 

how she, whom the invitation most cone 

:e!ned, felt dis!1osecl as to its acceptance, 
- - but 
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but Elizabeth had turned nway her head. 
Presuming, howe'v~r, that this studied 
avnidanc" spoke rathea• a momentary em
barrassment, than any dislike of the 
proposal, and seeing in her husband, who 
was fond of society, a perfect wil,i\Jgness 
to accept it, she ventured to engr-ge for 
her attencla'tlce, and the clay after lhe 
next was fixeii·,on. · 

Bingley expressed.great pleasure in 
the certainty of seeing Elizabeth again, 
ha~ing- stitf'a" great dt:"al to say to "her, 
and many enqnirit:s to, make after all 
their Hertfordshire friends. Elizabeth, 
construing all this into a wish of hearing 
her speak of her sister, was pleasrd; and 
on this account, as well as some others, 
found herself, when i he;'r visitors left 

them, capable of considering the last 
half hour with some satisfaaion, though 

while it was passi11g, the tn.1oymcnt of 
it had been little. Eager to be alone, 

and fearful of enqumes ~r hints from 

her 
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her uncle and aunt, she staid with thelll 
- . • - I 

oqly lo1_1g enough.to hear their favoor-
.alile opinion cif Bingley, and then- hur
ried away to dress. 

But .she had no reason to fear Mr. 
and ~t's. Gardiner's cur_iosity; it was 
not their wish to force her communi~a
tion. It was evident th~~-J,he was much 
better acquainted with Mr. Darcy than 
they had before any idea of; it was evi
dent .that he was very much· in_ love with 
her. They saw much to interest, but 
nothing to justifY enquiry. 

Ot Mr. Darcy it was now a matter of 
anxiety to think wen·; and, as far as 
there acqi.iaintance reached, there was 
no fattlt to find. They could nut be 
untouched by his politeness, and had 
they drawn his character from their own 
feelings, and his servanf s report, with
ont any reference to any other account, 
the circle in Hertfordshire to which he 
wa§ known,•>l-ould n?t have recognised 

it 
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it for Mr. Darcy. The&e was now au 

interest, however, in "l-elieving the house
keeper ; and they soon became sensible, 
that the authority of a servant who had 

known him since he was four ye~rs old, 

and whose own manners indi<'~ted re· 
spectability, was not to be hastily re

jected Neit~r had any thing occurred 

in the intelligence of their Lambton 
friends, that could m.iterially lesi:;en its 

wcight. They had nothing to accuse 
him of but pride; pride he probably had, 

and if not, it would certaiuiy be imputed 

by tht> inhabitant~ of a small market
town, where the family did not visit. It 

was acknowledged, howe\'er, that he was 
a hbcral man, and did much good dmong 

the poor. 
With rt''>pcct to W1ekha,a>, the travel

lers soon f ouncl that he \\as not held 

there m much estimation; for though 
the chief of his concerns, with the i,on 

of his patron, \~~re impe .. r:ectly under-
stood, 
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stood, it was y~t a \\!ell known fact th~t, 
o.p his quitting Derbyshire, he had l~ft 
iPany ·debts beh~nd 'him, which Mr. 
Darcy afterwards discharged. 

"As for Elizabeth, her}houghts were 
at Pe:i.berley this evening more than 
the Jait ; and the evening, ~hough as it 

passed it seemed lon~'.;i,!~.s n~t fong 
enough to determine ~;, feelings to
wards one in that mansion ; and she 
lay qwake two whole houri ... endeav'?u~
ing to make them out. she certainly 
did not hate kim. No; hatred had 
vanish~d long ago, and she had almost as 
long been ashamed of•ever feeling a dis
like against him, that could be so called. 
The ~espect created by the conviction of 
his valuable qualities, though at first un
willingly admitted, had fur ~ome time 
ceased to be repugnant to her foclings; 
an<l it was now heightened into some
what of a friendlier natme, by the testi
muny so highly in his favour, and bring-

" ing 
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ing forward his disposition in so amia-,, 
ble a light, which yesterday had pnr 
duced. But above -a1J, above respee~ 
and esteem, there was a motive within 
her of good will which could not ·be 
overlooked. It was gratitude • .,,..°Grati

tude, not '!lerely for having once loved 
her, but for loVing her still well enough, 

to forgive ali flie petulance and acrimony 
of her manner in n:jecting him, and all 
the.unjust accusations accompanying her 
rejection. He who, she had been .. per:. 

suaded, would avoid her as his greatest 
enemy, seemed, on 1.his accidental meet
ing, most eager to· preserve the acquaint
ance, and without any indelicate display 
of regard, or any peculiarjty or m~nner, 
where their two selves only were con

cerned, was soliciting the goo<l opin~ 
of her friends, an<l bent on 1ttlaking fler 

known to his sister. Such a change in 
a man of so much pride, excited not only 
astonishment but gratitude --- for to lo11e, 

~ 

· ·ardent 
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ardent lovet it lrtUM'be aMributed ; atri 

' ••uob its impression on her· was o6·a 
II 

~' to- be eDCouragtd, u by no means 
unpteating, though it covald not' beeiabtft 
defined. She respected, she esteemed, 
IM•WM grateful to hi in, she felt a· real 
iwtere'&t in his welfare ; anft she only 
wanted to know how f~lil!'is]!cd that 
welfare tn clependupan ~'and how 
far it woukl be for the hnppi11cYs of both 
that i,he sho11ld employ the pewer, wWltl . ~ 

her fancy told her ~he Mill posResst:d, of 
brmgmg on the !iClll!\\ .ii of hi<i addresses. 

It had been !.iettlt:d in th<' eve11ing, 
between the aunt and •niece, thnt such a 

&triking civility.as "1i-.-. Dart·1'&, in rom
i11g to. thein on. the \'ery d.iy of tier an ival 
at Pemberley, for &he had reached it 

only.M> a l.Llc breakfast, ought to be 
im1tatcJ, though 1t could not he c·q•1,11lcd, 
by 5010t' exertion or poJitellt''lS Oil their 

iii<lc; and, consequently, that 1t \\onld be 
h1gl1ly expediei1t to wait on her at Pcm-
• VOL. I.II. • J)1 '·hu icy 
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berley lhe following morning. They 
Were, therefore, to go,.-'Elizabeth w~ 
pleased, though, whe~ she asked heJ.. 
11elf the reason, she-had very little to say 
•. l 'ltt rep y. · . 
· Mr. Gardiner· left them soo""' after 

breakfaat. , The fishing schenw . had 
been r~n~!l:te day before, and a posi
tive engageinfii't· made of his meeting 
some of ·the gentlemen at Pemberley by 

noon. 

.CHAP. 
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CH.:\PI'ER III. 

Cowv1Ncsn as Elizabeth now W¥ 
that Miss Biogley's dislike of her had 
origh~ted in jealousy, she could D!>t 
belp tehng how very unwelcome her 
appearance at Ptmberley~t be to her, 
and was curious to k.uoG~h~w mllch 
civility on that lady's side, the acquaint-

ance would now be renewed. ·~ 
On reaching the house, they \vere 

shewn througl\ the hall mto the saloon, 
whose northern aspect rendered it de
lightful for summer .• Its windows open· 
ing to the ground, admitted a most 

refr<.'shink view of the high woody hills 
• • 

behind thr house, and of the beautiful 

oake and Spanish chesnuts which 
were scattered over the intennediale 
lawn. 

In this room th£'y were receivfd by 
J.\1iss Dar<'y, who was sitting there with 

D '2 Mrs. 
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M1·s. Hurst and M·iss Bin,t?;ley, and the 
1ady with whom she lived in London. 

c 
Georgiana's rt!Ception of them was very, 
civil; but attended with all that embar-· 
.rassment which, though proceeding from 
shyness and the fear of doing wrong, 
would easily,give to those who felt them
selves infetim<t. >the belief of her being 
proud ;nd ·r~ed. Mrs. Gardiner and 
her niece, however, did her justice, und 
pitied her. . 

By Mrs. Hnrst and Miss Bingley, 
, they were noticed 011 ly by a curtsey; and 
on their being seated, a pause, awkward 

as such pauses mu!'rl: always ~e, succeeded 
for a few moments. It was ·first broken 

by Mrs.· Anneslt'y, a gcnt~e1, agrerahlc
Jo:iking woman, whose ~mleavour to 

introduce some kind _of discourse, pravcd 
lier to be more truly well tred than 

· either of the others; and between her and 

Mrs.Gardiner, with occasional help from 

Elizabeth, the conversation ~a• carried 
on· 
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on. Miss Darcy looked as if she wishe.d 
• for courage enough to join in it; and 

• sometime, did venture a short ')entencl!, 
:when there was least danger o{ tts being 
heard. 

Elfiabeth soon saw that bhc wa.;; her
self dloscly watched by l\iti>& Bi•1;.)t y, 
and that she could not -~~eak n wurrl, 
especially to Miss Darcr;-vnuiout calling 
her attention. This observation would 
not have prevented her from trying to 
tal~ to the latter, had they not been 
seated at an inconvenient distance; but 
she was not sorry to be spared the 
necessity of saying. much. Her own 
thoughts were emplo}ing her.. She ex. .. 
pecll·.l t!very motr.cnt th.it some of the • • 
gentlemen woulll c·utcr the room. She 
wiitllcd, el1t: 1 ,ired that till' master ·of 
the house n11~llt be :ituon.r-1 1 hem ; aud 
whether Rht' Wi'-lll'd or h .1rl.!d 1t most, 

she could scarccl d~tcrmi11c. A'fter 
siHing in tliis manner a qllal'tcr of an· 

honr, 
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hour, without hearing M.iss Bingley's 

voice, Elizabeth was roused by receiving 
from her a cold enquiry' after the health 
of her family. She answered with equal 
incliffer~·11ce and brevity, and the other 
said no more. .-. 

The next var\ation whieh theif visit . 
afford<:~ w~oduced by the entrance 
of servants --~li cold meat, cake, and 

a variety of all the finest fruits in 
season; but this did not take place-till 

after many a significant look and smile 

from Mrs. Annesley to :Miss Darcy had 
been given, to remind her of her post. 

There was now c.mployment for the 

whole party; for though they could not 
all talk, tbey could all e.tt; and the 

beautiful pyramids of grapes, nectarines, 
arid peaches, soon collected them ·~o.und 
the table. · ' 

While thus engaged. Elizabeth had a 

!air·opponunity of deciding whether she 

most feared or wished fur the ap11earanr.c 
· of 
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of Mr. Darcy,. by ... "the feelings which 
pr.evailed on nis enter_ing the room; and 
theu, though bl:lt a moment before she 

:had bdieved her wishes to predominate~ 
she began to reg~et that he came. , 

Ht!. had been some, time with Mr. 
Gardiner, who, with two or three other 
gentlemen from the house_, ·was engaged 

by the river, and had ~{i.afm 'onlY. on 
learning_ that the ladies of the family 
intended a visit to Georgiana that morn
ing. No sooner dtd he appear, than 
Elizabeth wiseJy resolved to be perfectly 
easy and unembarrassed ~-a resolution 
the more ne<;essari to be made, but 
perhaps not the more easily kept, be· 
cause she sliw that the suspicions of the 
whcile party were aw~kened against them, 
and lhat there was- scarcely an eye which 
did not watch his behaviour when he 
first came into the room. In no coun· 
tenance was attentive curiosity so 
\lrongly marked as in Miss Bingley 's, in 

spite 
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spite of the .amiles which overspread her 
face wheue\'er . slw spoke io one of ii.a 
Qbjects ; (or jealousy hlfcl not yet made 
her desperate, and het' atte1,1tion1·to Mr.: 
Dnrcy were by no means over~ Miss 

- . 
Darcy, .on h&ir bw.ther's .entrem.-e/ ex-
erted herself .much m()re .to talk;• and 
Eli.zabcth -im•w ·that be was:anxious for 
his sistd'i- alitlllrself to get acquainted, 
a.nd Jorwardecl, as much as possible, 
every nUempt at conversation on either 
&ide. MisJl Bingley saw all this like .. 
wise; ·and, in the impr.u~nce of 11nger, 
took. tbe fir.st -.opportunity of saying, 
w.i.t11 sneering .civjlity; 

'' Pray, Miss Eliza, .aa --not the 
...,....,......--shire wilititl removed fr.om ~ie
r)"Aen r They must IJe a g~t loss to 
your family." ~ 

Io Darcy's presence she,...d:ircid not 
mention Wickham's name; but Eliza
b#th instantly · compr~hended. that he 

was uppermost in her thougiltt; am} 
the 
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the various r-:oolleetions connected with 
him gave her a moment's distress; but; 

• 
• exerting herself vigorou_sly to repel the 

·ill-natured a~ack, she presently an
swered the question in .a tolerably dis~ 
enga~d tone. While she spoke, an . 
involf:mtary glance shewecf her Darcy 

with an heightened C~JV-"lc:zt~ov, ear
nestly looking at her, \nd his sister 

overcome with confusion, and unable t<>
!ift. up her eyes, [-fad Miss Bingley 
known what pain she was then giving 

. her beloved, friend, she undoubtedly 

would have refrained from the hint; 

but she had l!Jerely i11tendcd to disc()m

pnse _E1izabeth, by bringing forward the 
idea. df a ni.-in to whom sl1e believed 

her partial, to make her betray a sen

sibility which might i~jmc her in Darcy's 

opinion, and perhaps to remind the 

latter of all the fulliei\ nnd absurdities, 

by which some part of her firmily were 
csnnected with tha.t corps. Ndt a syt-

n J • )able· 
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Jable had ever reached her of Miss 
Darcy's meditated elopement. To no 

• c: 
creature had 1t been revealed, where 
secresy was possible, except to E1iza
beth; and from .all Bingley's connections 
her brother was particularly anxieus to 

conceal it, from that very wish \thich 
Elizabeth had long ago attributed to 

•, .. ~-.. 
him, of - their' becoming hereafter her 

own. He had certainly formed such a 
·plan, and without meaning that it should 
affect his endeavour to separate l1im 

· from Miss Bennet, it i!! probable that 

it might add something to his lively 
concern for the wel.fare of his friend. 

Elizabe~h's collected behaviour,· how

C\'er, soon quieted his em9tio1i; -:.m<l as 

l\1iss Bingley~ vexed and disappointed, 

dared not approach nearer t~ Wickham, 
Georgiana also recovered in time, 

though not enough to be able to speak 

any more. Her brother, whose eye she 

feared to meet, scarcely recollected hr.r 

ii~terest 
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interest· in the affair, and the very.~ 
cumslance whicfi had .been designed "to 
turn his thotlghts from Elizabeth, 

: seemed to have fixed them on her more, 
and more cheerfully.. . 

T~eir visit did not continue ·Jong after 
the ,quest~on and answer above-men
tioqed ; and while Mr. ~arcy was at
tending them to their ·Qlrria'ke, Miss . 
Bingley was venting her feelings in 
criticisms on Elizabeth's person, beha
viour, an<l dress. But Georgiana w_ould 
not ,Join h~r.. Her brother's recom
mendation was enough to ensure her 
favour: his judgrnelJt could not err, and 

he had spoken in such terms of Eliza- . 
beth, as•to leave Georgihna without the 
po~,~cr of finding her otherwise than lovely 
and amiable. When Darcy returned to 
the tialoon, Miss Bingley could not help .. 
repeating to him some part of what 5he • 
bad been saying to his sister. 

'' How very ill Eliza Bennet looks" 

this .' 
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this morning, Mr. Da~cy,''. she cried; 
" I never in my life saw any one so 
much altere<l as she is since the winter.;, 

She is grown so brown and coar5e ! 
Louisa and I were agreeing that we 

should not htffe known her again.'f; , . 

However ttttle Mr. Darcy might ?lave 
Jikerl such an addrt>ss, he contented him-. .... , 

·self with coolly replyil1g, that he per-
ceived no other alteration than her being 

rather tanned,- no miraculom~ con~e

quen"e of truvellirig itl the summer. 
" .For my ow11 part,"' she .rejoined, 

" I must confess that I never coul<l see 

any be:mty in her. I-Icr face is too thin ; 
h<:r corn plcxion has no briltinncy ; aw I 
her features are not at all hancl.~'-!mc. 

Her nose wants character; there is 
nothing marked in its lines., H~r keth 

are toltr<1blc, bn t not out of the common 
way; :mcl as for her eyes, which ham 

sometimes been called so fine, I never 
could pcrcei,·e any thing cx1raordi11ary 

Ill 
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in them. Tpey have a sharp, shrewish 
look, which I do not like at all; and in 

• her air altogether, there is a self-suffi• 

·ciency without fashion, which is in
• tolerable." 

p;,soaderl" 'BS Miss Bingley was that 

Da~ admired Elizabeth, ~his was not 
the best method of recommending her--.. . 
self; but angry. people ate not always 
wise; and in seeing him at last look 

somewhat nettled, she had all the suc
ce;s she expected. He was resolutely 
silent however•; nnd, from a determina

tion of making him speak, she continued, 
" I remember, \\·.Oe11 . we first knew 

her in Hertfordshire, hbw amazed we 
all ~vere to ~nd that she .was a reputed 

beauty ; and I particularly recollect your 

saying one night, after they had been 

dining al Netherfidd, ' Size a beauty !
I should as soon call her mother a wit.' 

But afterwards she seemed to improve 

on you, and I believe you thought her 
rathe.r .pretty at one time." 
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" Yes," replied Darcy, who could 
• 

contain himself no longer, '' but tliat 
was only when I first km!w her, for it is 
many months since I have considered 
her as one of the handsomest women of 

• ~ c my acqnamtance. , 
He then went away. and Miss Bingley 

was left to .& the satisfaction of having 
forced him .. to say what gave no one any 

pain but herself. 
Mrs. Gardiner and Elizabeth talked of 

all that had occurred, during their 
visit, as they returned. ex.cept what had 

pmticularly interested them both. The 
looks Jind bd1aviour. of every body they 

had seen were dii.cusscd, except of the 
person wh.i had mo,;tly engag~d their 

attention. They talked of his sister, 
his friends, his house, his ,.fruit, of 

every thing hut himself; yet Elizabeth 

was longiug to know what Mrs. Garcli· 
ner thought of him, and Mrs. Gar.diner 

would have been highly gratified by her 
uiece's ~eginning the.subject. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ELIZABETH b'ad been a good deal dis

'appointed i~1 not finding a letter from 
'Jane, on their first arrival at Lambton; 

• and t:bis disappointment had been re-
newt!d on ·each of the mprnings that 
had now- been spent there; but on the_ -. third, her repining waa: over; and her 
sister justified by the receipt of t\l·o 

letters from her at once, on one of 
• 

which ·was marked that it had been mis-
sent elsewhere~ Elizabeth was not sur
prised at it, as Jane had written the 

direction remarkably•ill. 
They had just been prepa1 ing to walk 

as tJie letter.c; came in ; and her uncle 
and annt, leaving her to enjoy them in 
quiet, set off. by theniselves. The one 

missent must be first attemlcd to; it 
had been writt~n five days ago. The 
beginning co1itained an account of all 

tlleir little parties and engagements, 
with 
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with such news as the counlrY afforded ; 
but the latter half, whiCh was dated a 
day later, a.nd written in 'evident agita-. 

lion, gave more importl\llt !ntelligence. · 
It was to this effect: 

'' Since writing the above, d~areat 
Lizzy1 something has occurred l>f a 
most unexp~cte<l a~cl · serious nature; 
but I ~mr-afraKI of alarming : you-be 

, assured that we are all well. What I 

. ham _to say relates to poor Lydia~ An 
express came at twelve last night, just 
as we were all gone to bee, from Colonel 
Forste~, to inform us tliat she was gone 
off to Scotland with one of his officers; 
to own the truth, with Wickham!
Imagine our surprise. To .Kitty, l}ow
ever, it does not seem so wholly unex
pected. I a?1 very., very ~orry. So 
imprudent a match on both sides!
But I am willing to hope the best, and 
that his charact.~r.has been misunderstood. 
Thoughtless and indiscreet I can easily 

believe ,him, but tl.is step (and let us 
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rejoice over iO marks nothing bad at 
heart. His choice ·is disintel"estecl at 
l~st,: for he must know my father can 
give her n~1thing. Our poor mother is 
s\dly grie"·ed. My father bears it better. 
How Wmnkful am I, that we never let 
them ~now what has been ~aid against 
him; .we pmst forget it ourselves. They .... 
wer.e off Saturday night about twelve, 
as is conjectured, but were not missed 
till yesterday morning at eight. The 
expr~ss was sent off directly. My dear 
Lizzy, they mus~ have passed within ten 
miles of us. ColoP.el Forster gives us 
reason to expect him here soon. Lydia 
left a few lines for his wife, informing 
her of their intention. I must conclude, 

I . • 

for I cannot _be loog from my poor 
mother. I am af.raid you will not be 
able to make it out, but I hardly know 
what I have w1itten." 

Without allowing herself time for con
sidQration, and scarcely knowing what 

she 
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she felt, Elizabeth on finisqing this lette.r, 
instantly seized the other, and opening 
it ·with the utmost im'patience, read a~ 
follows : it had been written a day ~ater 
than the conclusion of the first. 

'' By this time. my dearest sistar, you 
have rect"iv¢ my hurried letter; i wish 
this may be more iritel.igible. bttt though 
not c~nfined for_time. my head is so be
wildered that I cannotanswer for being co
herent. DearestL1zzy,I hardly know what 
I would write, b'ut I have bad news for 
you, and it cannot be dcl.1yed. Impru
-dent as a -marriage between Mr. Wick
ham and our poor Lydia would be, we 
are now aniious to be assured it has 
taken place, for there is put too much 
reason to fear they are not gone to Scot
land. Colonel Forster came ,,:esterday, 
ha.ving left Brighton the day before, not 
_many hours after the express. Tiiough 
Lydia's &hort letter lo Mrs. :F. gave them 
to understand that they were going, to 

• Gretna 
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Gretna Oreent something was dropped 
by Denny exprcs~ing his b~lief that W. 
never iutended to go tlwre, or to marry 
~ycli~ at all, which was repented to Colo
n~l F. who instantly taking the nlarm, 
set off from B. intending to trace their 
route .... He did trace them easjly to Clap

ham, but no farther; for on entering that 
place they remov~d into a hackney
coach ant.I dismissed the chaise that 
brought them from Epsom. All that is 

known after this is. that they were seen. 
to continue the 'London road. I know 
not what to think. After mn.king every 

·possible enquiry on that side London, 

Colonel F. came on into Hertfordshire, 
anxio11sly ;enewing them at all the tum· 

pikl'S, and at the inns in Barnet and 
Hatfield, bnt without any succes~, no 

such people had been seen to pa~s through-. 
With the kindest concern he came on 

to Longbourn, and broke his apprehen11. 

sions to us in a manner most creditable 
to 



: .'~ ( 68 ) 

to his heart. I am sit\cerel y grieved 
for him and Mrs. F. but no one can 
throw any bl;me on them. Our distress, 
my dear Lizzy, is very great. My fdther 
and mother believe the worst; but I car.
not think so ill of him. Many_ C:ircum

stances mi~ht make it more digitile for 
diem ··to be married privately in town 
than to' pursue their first plan ; and ·even 
if h.e could form 11uch a design against a 
young woman of Lydia's connection.s, 
which is not Jikely, can I suppose her so 
lost to every thing ?-c-lmpossible. I 

grieve to find,. however, that Colonel F. 
is not disposed to depend 'upon their · 
marriage; he shook his head when I 
ex.pressed my hopes, and pid "he feared 
W. was not a, man to be ti:usted. My 
poor mother . is really ill and keeps her 

"" room. Could she exert herself it would 
be better, but tbis is not to be expected; 
and as tQ l~)t fa~her, I never in my life 
.1aw him so affected. Poor Kitty has 

. anger 
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anger for havi.ng concealed their attach-
ment ; but as it was a matter of confi
~ence one cannol'wonder. I nm truly 
fad, dearest Lizzy, that you have. been 
s~red something of, these distressing 
scenes~ but now as the first shock ·is 
over, !thall I owe that I long for your 
return ? I am not so selfish, ·however, 
as to press for it, if inconve11ient~ Adieu. 
I take up my 'pen again to do, what I 
have just told you l would not, but cir-

• ' 

cumstances are such, that I cannot help 
earnestly begging you all to· come here, 
as soon as possible. · I know my dear 
uncle ITTlcl aunt so we!ol, that I am not 
afraid of reqnesting it~ though I have 
still s~mething. i~ore to ask of th~ for
mer. My father is going to London 
with COionel Fotster·instantly, to tty to 
discover her. Wh_at h'e means to do, I 
am sure I know not;. but his excessive· 
distress will not a1low -. him to pursue 
an_)' measure in the best and safest way, 

and 



( 70 ) 
. "\ 

and ,Colonel Forster is obliged tq be at 
.Brighton again to-morrow eve~ing. In 
such an exigence my uncle's advice and 
assistance would be . every thing in th('. 
world ; he will immediately compreh~I\~ 
what I must feel, and J, rely "qt.JOU.i;\js 
goodness." ... . , . 

" Oh !· where, where is my uncle ?" 
cried ~if zabeth, darting from .her seat as 
she finished Lh~~J~Uer,. in. eagemes, ~to 
follow him, withQut losing a 1~oment of 
the time so precious ; but as she reached 
the door, it was openedeby a servant, and 
Mr. Darcy appeared. Her pale face and 
impetuous ~nfr made him st(!rt, and 
before he qould recover himself enough 
to speak, she, in whose mind every idea 
was ·~upe·rseded by Lydia's, situation, 
.hastily exclaimed, "I be§.your pardon, 
but I must leave you. I must find Mr . 

. Gardiner this moment, on business that 
cannot be delayed; I have not an instant 
to lose." 

"Good 
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" Good God ! · what is the· matte11i1' 

• cried he, with more feeling tban polite-
ness; then recollecting himself, '' I will 

·.aot detain you a· minute, but let me, or 
)~ the. servant, ·go after Mr. and Mrs. 
Qrdiler. You are not well enough ;
you cannot go yourself." 

Elizabeth hesitated, bot 0 her. knees 
trembled under her, and she ·ft:lt how 
little would·be gained by· her attempting 
to pursue them.· '.Callibg back the ser
vanf, therefore, she commis~oned him, 
though in so breathless an accent as· 
made her almost unintelligible, to fetCh 
his master and mistre&s· heme, instantly. 
On his ·quitting the fOOlll; she sat 

clown, urtable to support·. herself, and· 
looki;1g so mi~rably m; 'that 'it was im
possible for Darcy to leave her, or to 
refrain from saying, in a tone of gentle'.' 
ness and commiseration, " Let me call 
your maid. Is there nothing you could 
ta\e, to give you present relief?-A 

glass 
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glass of. wine ;-ahall l!get y.~u. one·?-
y ou. are very ill..'' - ,. 

" No, I .thank. you 1" she rep\ied;i en-_ 
deavouring~ to reoo.ver herself. 0 Tbeie · 
is nothing the matter wl.tlnne~. I .,.I 
quite well. _I anJ only .diltl'eased:bY•<.sofne 
dreadful news wh.ich. I. have-just- l'\!ceived 
from Longhaurn." 

She. hurst into tears as she- alJ.uded to 
it, and for a few minutes could not· speak 
another word. Darcy, in wretched sus ... 

pense, coul~ only· say something· iildis-
. tinctly. of hi& concern, .,and observe- her 

in compassionate silenoo. At iengtlr, 
she spoke :ag~in. . " I have just .. had a 
letter . frQm Jane, with suoh dreadful 

news.. It cannot be conc~led from Rll.Y 

one. :My youngest !H'ter ·has left all 
her friends-has eloped ;-has .thrown 
herself into the p~er.of.-.of Mr. Wick
ham.. They are gone off•together from 
Brighton. You. know him too well to 

. doubt the, rest.·. She has no money, no 
connec-



(' 73'. > 

connections~ -~Qthint ·~hat· -can 'tempt 
him to-she is lost for ever.'' 
.• Darcy' was· - fii'ed in · asfo'tlishme~t. 

· 'AWbe'n I cofi'&i~," sn~ acided, in a yet 

~~ af~tated.rvbi<:e', _." that J 1riight h~ve 
pre\ented ·it!--/'- who knew what he 
was. Had I but"'explained sovie part of 
it only-:-some part of what I lea!:nl, to· 
my own .family I Had his· character 
been known, this -could not have hap· 
pened. But it is all, alhoo late now~·· 

''Ty am 'grieved, irideed," cried Darcy ~ 
" grie\•ed....;.shocked. But is it certain, 
absolutely certain ?" " 

" Oh·,.yes I-They left Brighton toge
ther on Sunday night, and were ttaced 
almost 10 Londnn;·bllt not b¢yond ; they 
arc <:('r!-ainly not gone to Sc0tland.,, 
" And what has beerl done, what has 

been at.tempted, to recover Her? 

"My father 'is g.'mc to London, and 
Jane has written to b<•g my uncle's-im
rnedia.te assistance, ancl we tihall be off, 

\"oL: IJ I. E • . • l 
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I hope, in half an hour. But nothing 
can be done ; I know very well that iio
thing can be done. H-.lw. is sllch a man 
to be worked on ? How are they eveii. 
to be discovered? I have not the .smiir~· 
'lest hope: It is every way hor~ibie !"/. 

Darcy s~ook his head in silent acquies· . 
cence. 

' . . 
" When my eyes were opened to his 

real character.-Oh ! had I known what 
I ought, what I dared, to do I But I 
knew not-I was afraid of doiug•· toQ 
much. Wretched, wrdched, mistake!'' 

Darcy made no answer. He seemed 
scarcely to hear her, and was walking up 
and down the room in earnest medita· 
tion; his brnw contracted,· his air 
gloomy. Elizabeth won observed, and 
instantly understood it. Her power 
was sinking; every ,.ihing must sink 
under such a proof of family weakness, 

' . 
such an nasurance of the deepest dis-
grace. ·.She could neither wonder. nor 

_condemn 
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condem·n, but •die belief of his se}fwcon• 
quest · bro~ght l\<jhhig consol.atory to· 
her 'bosom, afforded no .p.alliat.ion pf her 
dj.\tr~ss.' It was, ~;n t~e·co~trary, exactly 
~a~ to make her unders.tand her 
own\wi~es; and n~ver had she so 
honestly felt that 11he ·could have loved 
him, as now, when all love must b2 fain. 

But self, though it , would in.trude, 
could not engross her. Lydia-the 
hu.tion, the misery, 11he was bringing 
on them all, soon swallowed up every 
private .eare; and covering her face with 
her handkerchief, Elizabeth was soon . . . 
lost to every thing else ; and, after a 
pause of sev~ral minutes, was only rew . 
called to.a sense of he-r situation by the 

voice of her c~mpanion, who, in a man· 
ner, which·"thougl~ it spo~e compassion, 
spoke likewise restraint, said, " I am 
:'lfraicl you have· been long d~siring my 
absence, nor have I any thi1~g to. plead in 
excuse-pf ·my stay, but ·rJ!al, though un-

- E 2 availiug, 
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availing, concern. Would to heaven 
that any thing could ~ either said or 
done on my part, that nJight offer con-. 
solation to such distress,-But I will n4~ 
torment you with vain wishes, whib~ 

' I , 

may seem purposely to ask rcrr your 
thanks. ?This unfortunate affair' will, I 
fear, prevent my sister's having the plea
sure of seeing you at Pemberley to day.'' 

" Oh, yes. Be so kind as to apologize 
for us to Miss Darcy. Say that ur{ent 

~-

business calls us home immediately. 
Conceal the unhappy truth as long as it 
is possible.- I know it cannot be long." 

He readily assured her of his secrecy
again expressed his sorrow ~or her dis
tress, wished it a happier conr.lusion 
than there was at present reason to hope, 
and leaving his compliments for her 
relations, with only one serious, parting, 
look, went away 

As he quitted the room, Elizabeth 
felt how improbable it was that ·they 

' should 
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sho~ldev~~ s~e. each other _again on such 
terms of .c~~iali~y as had marked their 
·.ssveral mee~ir:ig~· fn Derbyshire; and as 

brew ~.retrospectir1e'glance over the 
~ of their ~quaintance. so full of 

' ~ ,: ·1- ~ 1 

co~r~ctions ~ncl varietieH, sighed at 
the perverseneitS .. of thosr ·feelings which 
would now hav_e' promot~d its continu
ance, and ~ould ·formerly. have ·tejoiced 
in its termination: 

If gratitude and esteem are good foun
daT~ns of affection, .Elizabeth's change 
of sentim~t will. be neither improbabl~ 
nor faulty." But if otherwise, if the re
gard springing from s.-ich sources is un
reason~ble or u~natural, in comparison 
of wh~t is So qften described as arising 
on a first interview with its object, and 
even before two words have been ex
changed, nothing can be said in her de
fence, except that she had given some
what of a trial to the lat~er method, in 
her.partiality for Wickham, and.that its 

• ... ' ill 
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· ill-sDCcess might· perhap .. s .aul~1oris~)1er 
to seek the other less interesting mode 
of attachment. B~ .'11at as it may, i~f? 
saw him go .with _regret; and in ·~~~ 
ear1y example of what Ly~il;l's .. iniafpf 
must produce, found additional angtiis~ 
as she reflected on that wretched busi

ness. Nev~r, since reading Jane's. second . 

Jette;, 1ia<l sh~ entertained .a hope of 
Wickham's meaning to marry.her. No 
one but Jane, she thought, could flatter 
herself with such an expectation. ":'.)ur

prise was the least of her feeliqgs on this 

developement. While the contents of 

the first letter remained on her mind, 

she was all surprise-all astonishment 
thnt Wickham should marry a·girl, __ whom 

it waa impossible he could marry for 
moricy ; and how Lyclil\. could ever have 

attached· him, had appeared incompre
hensible. Bnt now it was all too natu. 

ral. for. ,uch an attachment as this, 

'.1he might have sufficient charms ; ,and 

though 
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though she diti not suppose· Lydia 'toge 

deliberately eng~·ng in an elopement, 
'·"f'tho~t the inte~ tion of marriage, she 
JiM.no difficulty i believing that neither 
Jl~r v:i~tue nor· he Lmderstanding ~vould 
pre\er~ her from falling an easy prey. 

She• had never perceived, .while the 
regiment was in Hertfordshir~, • that 
Lydia had any partiality for him, but she 
was convinced that Lydia had wanted only 
CIJFglfragement to attach herself to any 
bo/;. Sometimes one officer, 1ometimes 
another had beeb her favourite, as their 
attentions raised them in her opinion. 
Her affections had been continually fluc
tuating, hpt never wit~out an' object. 
The 1Pischief ef neglect and mistaken 
indulgence towards· snch a girl.-Oh ! 
how acutely did she now feel it. 

'She was wild to be nt_ home -to Jlear, 
to see, to he upon the spot, to share with 
Jane in the' cares that must now fall 
whe}y upon her, id a ~amity so d'eranged; 
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a father absent, : a mother incapa:I>le of 
exertion, and requirihg constant atten
dance ; and- th_ough ")most persuad~~: 
that nothing could b~: d9rie for Lydi,, .. 
her uncle"s interf eren~f s~emed of ~b_\l:._ 
l\·tmost importance, .a"d . till he ctntqed 
the room, the misery of her imp~tience 
was severe. Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner 
had h'urried back in alarm, supposing, by 
the st:rvant's account, that their niece was 
taken suddenly ill ;-but satisfying ,t.hem 
instantly on that head, she eagerly ct.~n
municated the cause of rtheir summons, 
reading the two l\!lters aJoud, and dwel
ling on the postscript o( the last, with 
trembling energy.-Though Lydia had 
never been a favourite with them, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gardiner could not but be 
deeply affected. Not Lydia only, but 
·alt were concerned-in iti and after the 
first escJamations of surprise and horror, 
Mr. Gar<liner readily promised every 
:lt:>.:.t-~1:.:n® .. in his power.~Elizabeth, 

though 
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theugh- expect~ng :,no less;·' thanke4 him 
\¥\'~ tear-& ol ,,gr,atitude; and all three 

.,~ing actuate4' :l~ ... it, every· thing 
,"6Lating to thej journey .was· speedily 
··~tied.· 'rhey re·to be off as soon as 
. ~il\}e, " But · hat is to be done about 
PelJ)i-erley ?'•cried 1,\.bs. Gardiner ... " John 
told us Mr. -Darcy was. her~ when you 
sen~ for us.;-was it so !-'' • 

'' Yes ; and I told him we should not 
be a~le to keep our engagement. That 
!.~~l~.~· 

'' That is, all settled ;" repeated the· 
other, as she ran into her room to pre· 
pare. And ,are ·the~ upon such terms 
as for her to disclose the real truth! Oh, 
th~t I kne-.v h~w it was!" 

Bt.Tt wishes were vain ; · or at best 
could serve only to· amuse her in the 
hurry and confusion of .the following 
hour. Had Elizabeth been at· leisur~ 
to be idle, she would have remained 
ce~tain that all employment was imposai-

E .8 ble 
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ble to one so wretched as herself; -but 
she had her share .of busi~ess as weJ.l as 
her aunt, and_rramonlg the rest there 
were notes to be w_r ~ten to all the~-. 
friends in Larnbton, .. th fals~. c;xcus~s 

for their su<lden depa lti.tre. AO:ho,rar, 
however, saw the whole, completed>; and 
Mr.Gnrdinermeanwhile having settled his 
accom1t·at the inn, nothing remained to 
be done but to go ; and Elizabeth, after 
all the misery of the morning, found 
herself, in a shorter spac~of time than\~~ 
could have supposed, se~ted in the car
riage, and on the road to Longbourn. 
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CHAPTER V. 

•-"'" I HAVE beei-)thinking it over again, 
Elizabeth," said er uncle, as they drove 
from 1he town ; and really, upon seri
ou& consideration, I am much more in
clined• than I was to judge a£w your eldest 
sister "does of ~lie matter. It appiars to 
me so ver}• unlikely, that any )Out1g man 
should form such a design against a_girl 
w*hg• is by no mean~ unprotected or 
~dless, and who was actnally staying 
in his colonei's. family, that I am strongly 
inclined to hope the best. Could he 
expect that her friends would notstep for
ward ? CunlH he expect to be noticed 

• 
agail'\ by the• regiment, after such an. 
affront to Colonel Forster: His temp
tation is not adequate to I he risk .r 

. " Do you really think so ?"' cried 
Elizabeth, brightening up for a moment. 

" Upon my word," said Mrs. Gardi
der,. " I begin)o be of your uncle's opi-. 

ni0!\t. 
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nion. It is really too great a violation 
of clerency, honour, and interest, for him 

to be guilty of it. I tannot think so 
very 111 of Wickham. ~an you, your'.: 
self, Lizzy, so wholly g (6 him up, as to 
be1ieve him capable of illt?"' : 

'' Not perhaps of neglecting his, o~n 
interest. But of every other neglect I 
can believe him capable. If, indeed, it 
should be so ! But I dare not hope it. 

Why should they not go on to Scotl,fnd, 
i.f that had been the case ?" "1' 

'' In the first place:' rt;plied Mr. Gar
diner, " there is no absolute proof that 
they are not gone to Scotland." 

" Oh l but their removing from the 
chaise into an hackwey coach ic such a 
presumption ! And, bc&idcs, no trac~s of 
them were to be found on the Barnet 

road." • " 
" Well, then-supposing them to be 

in London. They tnay be there, though 

for the purpose of conc~lment, for no 
mrre 
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more exceptionable ·purpose. It is not· 
likely that money ·should· be very abun.: 

dant -on either :t1Je; and it might strike 
'them that. they 'c t~ld1be more economi-
· ~lly, thp,ugh lest expeditit!>usl!, married 
m Lavdon, tha·n n Scotland.' 

. ti ,ellt why ,all this secrecy ? Why 
any fear. of detection ? Why'must their 
marriage ~e private ? Oh ! no; ·no, this 
is not likely. His most particular friend, 
you ;ee by Janers account, was persuaded 
~i)lis never. i~1tending to marry her. 
·~ckham ·wm .• never marry a womatJ 
without some n)pney. He cannot afford 
iL And whafclaim~ has Lydia,,.what 
attractions has she.beyond youth, health, 
and good ~rnmour, that eould ma-ke him. 
for hf!r sake, forego every chaR~.;q(be'• 
nefiting himself by m~rrying wetl-. A:s 
to what restraint the ~pprehension of' 
disgrace in the corps might throw on a 
dishonourable elopement with her, lam 
no! able to j.udge ; for I. knQw nothing · 

of 
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of the effects that such a step might pro-

. duce. But as to your other objection, I 

am afraid it will hardly~, old good. Ly-., 
dia has no brothers to ·ep forward ; ancl 
he might imagine, fro ~ my fathe~·s be- · 
haviour, from his indo l!nce and t}je lit
tle attention .. he has ever seemed to give 
to wha~ was going forward in his family, 
that he would do as little, and think as 
little aLout it, as any father could do, in 
such a matter." 

" But can you think that Lydia is~·" 
lost to every thing bnt lote of him, as to 
consent to live with him on' any other. 
terms thaq marriagt: · ?.,. 

" It does seem, and it is most shock
ing indeed,'' replied Elizabeth, with ~ears 
in her eyes, "that a sister's sense of decen
cy and virtue in such a ~pint should ad
mit of doubt. But, really, I know not 
what to say. Perhaps I am not doing 
her justice. But she is very young ; 

sh~ has never been taqgb~ to think en 
·serious 
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serious subj~~s ·; and for the last half 
year, nay, for a _twelvemonth,. she has 

: been given up io. notbing but amuse-
0.ment and .vanit} , She has been al· 
lowed to dispose l her time in the mo~t 
idle a&\ frivolou manner, and to adopt . . . 
any •pinions that came in her way, 

• Since the shire were first quar-• 
• 

tere<l in Meryton, nothing but love, flir-
tation, and ofiicers, ha,·e be~n in her 
heacl,. She has been doiog every ·thing 
~er power by thinking and talking an 
the subject, to give greater--what shall 
I call it ? susceptibility to her feelings ; 
which arc naturally li~ly enough. And 
we all know that Wickham has every 
charm of• person and address that can 
capti~ate a wo~an." 

" But you see that Jane," said her aunt, 
"does not think so ill of Wickham, as to 
believe him capable of the attempt.'' ~ 

"Of whom. does Jane ever think ill ? 
An~ who is thye_, whatever might be 

their 
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their former conduct., tw;t she would be
lie.v.e c"pable of such a~ aiteropt;, till it 
were proved agamst ~·, ero ? But Jana 
knows, ~swell as~ do E what Wickh.~·· 
really is. W ~ botih ,1ow that .he h~ 
been profligate in. ev 3 sense Qi the. 

· word. That he has neitqer intt>g~ity 
11or hon.our.' That he is.as false and de
ceitful, at he 'is insinuat~g." 

" And do you really know all this r''. 
cried Mrs. Gardiner, whose cnriesity 
as to the mode of her inteUigence \'\11~ 

. .. an alive. • 
'' I do, indeed,"· replied Elizabeth, co

louring. "I told yo,u the other day, of his 
infamous behaviour to Mr. Darcy a and 
you, yourst:lf, when last at Loagbourn, 
heard in what manner he ;roke ~t the 
man, who had b.ehaved with such for-

.. ,bearanGe and liberalitt, towards him. 
And there are other circumstances.which 
I am not at libe~ty -- which it is not 
worth while. to. r~l~te ; ~ti hi& lies abo~t 

"~he 
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t~e whole Pe~berley fam'ily are endless. 
From what.l;iesaid of Miss Darcy, I was· 
thoroughiy prep~ecl to see a proud, re· 

• ser\ted, disagreea:, le girl. Yet he knew 
to the contrary h self. He must know 
th~t s\ie was as a 1iable and unprett:nding 
as we-have found her.'' 

• 
" But does ~ydia know nothJng of 

this ? Can she be ignorant of whnl you 
and Jnne seem so well to understaud ?'' 

'jOh, yes !-that, that is the "'o,rst of . 
. .ill)\ Till I was in Kent, and saw so 
much both of Mr. Darcy and his relation,· 
Colonel Filz~i~liam, I was ignorant of 
the trnth mysetf. And when I return
ed home, the~ ....... - shire wlls to leave 
Meryton 1n a. week or fortnight's time. 
As that was the case, neither Jane, tQ· 

whom I related the whole, nor I,. thought 
it necessary to make our knowle~ge pub·" 
lie· ; fur of what use could it apparently 
be to any one, that the good opinion 
wl}ich all the nejg~bourhood had.of him; 

should 
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should then be overthrow.'l ? And even 
when it was settled that· Lydia· should 

go with Mrs. Forster:~ the necessity of. 
·opening her eyes to hi• character never·· 
occurrcrl to me'. Tha\\ she could be 'in 
any danger from the dlception neV'er en
tered my head. That such a conse

quence as tltis should ensue, you may 
easily believe was far enough from my 
thoughtst 

"When they all removed to Brig~. ~on, 
·therefore, you had no reason, I suppf:_, 
,to believe them fonrl of each other.'' 

" Not the slightest. I can remember 
no sympton of affection on either side ; 
and ha<l any thing of the kind been per· 
ceptible, you must be aware that Ollrs is 
not a family, on which it colllrl be thrown 
away. When first he1'mtered the corps, 
she was ready enough to a~lmire him ; 
but so we all were. Every girl in, or 

. near Meryton, was out of her srnscs 
about him for the first ~vo months-; tut 

. ' ,., I 
' lC 
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he never distfoguished her by any parti • 
cularattention, and, consequently, after a 

. moderate period\of extra~agant and wild 
admiration, her f.tncy for him gave way, 
and others of ,th~ regiment, who treated 
her \\:;,th more Jstinction, again became 
her ftfvourites." 

It may· be easily believed, that however 
little of novelty could be added to their 
fear, hopes, and conjectures, on this in-
.~~~sting subject, hy its repeated discus
sion, no_ other ~uld detain them from it 
long, during the whole of the journey. 
From Elizabeth's thoughts it was never 
absent. Fixed there by the keenest of 
all a11guisn, self reproach, she could find 
no interval of ease or forgetfulness. 

They travelled as expeditiously as pas. 
sihle ; and sleeping one night on the 
road, reache~ Longbourn by dinner-time 
the next da~. It. was a comfort to Eli. 

zabeth 
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zabeth to consider that Jane could not 
• 

have b~en w<~aried by long e~pectations. 
The httle G.mhners, attracted by the 

s}ght of a cha1&e. were stanc.ling un the·. 
steps of the house, a!l they entered the 
paddock ; and when t~ie ·carriage. dr.ove 
up to the door, the joyful &urpriba that 
lighted up their faces, and displayed it~f 
over their whole bodies, in a variety of 
capers and fri-.ks, was the first pleasing 
earnest of their welcome. 

Elizabeth jumped out.: and, X~ter 
giving each of them an, ha&ty kiss, hur
ried into the veotibulc, where Jane, who 
came running down stairs f rum her mo· 
lher's apartment, immediately met her. 

Elizabeth, as she atfcct1onately em
braced her, whilst tears fill d the eyes of 
both, lost not a moment in asking whe
ther any thing had blen heard of the 
fugitives. 

" Not yet," replied Jane. 1 '' But now 
that . ' 
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that my dear 1;mcle is come, I hope ev'e'tJ 
thing will be well.'• 
. '' IS my Jath~ in town r 
•. 'H Yes;· he went:on·,Tuesday aslwrote' 
yoo word."' ~ 

' '.' A'1d have /ou heard· from him 
often P•' • 

''\ll'"•·We have· heard only .one~ He 
Wiooi~e a few lines on··Wednesday, to 
say that" he had arrived in sifety, and to 
givt)me his directions~ which I partica
··!.;r~ begged -him to ·do.· He merely 
added, that he 'hould not write again.1 
till he bad something of importance tO 
mention." • 

"Arid my mother-How is she? How 
are ypu· nil ?'' • 

" My mother is t6lerabty · well, I 
trust' ; . though her spirits are · greatly 
s"baken. 'She is up stairs, and wt11 hat'er 
great satisfa1ion in seeing you ~11. . ~~ 
does noL y~t le9e· her dressing-toom. 

Mary 
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l\Iary · nnd Kitty, thank ,leaven 1 are 

quite well.'' • 
"But you-How are )Ou?" cried Eli- , 

zabeth. '' You look pale. How much 
you must have gone through I" 

Her sister, however, a~ured her, 6f her 

being perfect] y well i and their co11 ver
sation, which had bren passing while Mr. 
and Mrs. Gardiner were engaied t\Vith 
their ch1ldren, was now pnt an end to, by 
the approach of the whole party. J~ne 

ran to her uncle and aunt, and welcom&cl 
and thanked them both,~ with alternate 
smiles and tears. 

When they went all in the drawing 
10om, the questions which Elizabeth had 
already asked, \\ere of course 'repeated 

by the others, and they soon found that 
Jane had no intelligence to give. The 

.tanguine hope of good~however, which 
"the benevolence of her heart suggested, 
had not yet deserted her; she still ex

\Pertcrl 
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peeled that it'~oulc,l all end well, ancl . 
that every morning would bring some 
letter, either from Lydia or her fothert 
'io explain their proceedings~ and perhaps .. 
announce the marriage. 

Mrs. ~ennct, to,whose apartment they 
all r~paired, after a few minutes conver.:. : ·• . 
sation tf>gether, received them e\actly '· 
as might be expected ; with tears and 
lamentations of regret, invectives against 
the villanous conduct of Wi~k.ham, a"nd . 
complaints of her ow~ sufferings ·and 
ill usage. Blaming every body but the, 
person to whose ill j~1dging i~dulgence 
the errors of her daughter must be prin
cipally owing. 

" If I ha'd bc:e~ able," said she, " to 
• carry my point of going to Brighton,.' 

with all my fam_ily tltis would not have 
happened ; but poor dear Lydia· had no- · 
body to take q1re of her. Why did thf~ 
Forsters evcrl. let per go c;mt. of thelf
:;ig~ j,,. 11 am sur/t.here was some great 

neglect 
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neglect or other on their tide, for .she is 
not the kind of ~irl to do such a thing, 
if she had been well looked after. l .. 
always thought they were very unfit to• 
have the charge of her ; but I was over
ruled, as I always am. tPoor dear:Chikl ! 
And now ~ere's Mr. Bennet gonei away, 
and I, know he will fight Wick.h601, 
wherever he meets him, and then he 
will be killed, and what is to becorne of 
U& all? Tire Collinses will turn u91out, 
before he is cold in his grave ; and it yo .. 
are not kind to us, brcsther, I rlo not 
know what we shall do." 

They all e:x.clairned against such ter
rific ideas; and Mr. Gardiner, after ge· 
oeral assurances of his aifection for her 

I 

and all her family, told her that he 
meant to be in London .the very next 
'1ay,~ and would assist Mr. Bennet in 
every endeavour for recoveting Lydia. 

" Do not give way, to us less al.1rm," 
added he, " though, \tt · ri~bt.Jo. be 

• 11retmr ed· 
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prepared for. the worst, there i:; no occa.: 
&ion to look on it as certain. It is not 
quite a week since they left Brighton. 
In a few days more, we may gain some 
ne·ws of them, and till we know that 
thefare not m~rried, and have no design 
of mtlrrying, do not let us give the mat
ter over as lost. As soon as I, get to 
town, I shall go to my brother, and 
make him come home with me to Grace
clJ1trch Street, and then we may consult 
together as to what is to be done." 

" Oh ! mY' dear brother/' repliecl 
Mrs. Bennet, " that is exactly what I 
could moc;t wish fur. And now do, 
when ) ou get to town, find thl.m out, 
¥.0hereve1~ they may be ; and if they 

• 
arc nol married alrea<ly, malle them 
marry. And as for wedding clothes, do 
not Jet them wait for that, but telJ Ljdia~ 
<Jhc shall have as much money af .. dre, 
chuses, to !my tl)f!m, after they are mar ... 
rieq~· .f\nd," abo"\e all things, keep Mr. 
-vot..11.u. 9F Bennet 
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~ennet from fighting. Tell him what a 
dreadful state I am in,-that I em 
frightened out of my wits; and have such 
tremblings, such flutterings, all over me, 
such spasms in my side, and pains in my 
head, and such beating!> at heart,•· that 
I can get no rest by night nor by '"'day. 
And tel' my dear Lydia, not to give any 
clirectionl'l about her clothes, till she has 
Aeen me, for she does not know which 
are the best warehouses. Oh, brother, 
how kind you are ! I know you will 
'(JC)ntrive it all. 

But Mr. Gardiner, though he assured 
her again of his earnc'it endeavours in the 
cause, GOllld not avoid recommending 
moderation to her, as well fo her hopes 

as her fears ; and, after talkmg with her 
in this manner till dinner was on table, 
they left her to vent all her 'feelings on 
the. housekeeper, who attended, in the 
~ . . 
'a'b~ence ot her dm1ghtvs. 

'Though her brother and s•stt>r•were 
petsuaded 
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persuaded that there was no real occa· 
s10n for such a seclusion from the family, 

1 lhey did not attempt to oppose it, for 
they knew that she had not prudence 
l"nough t0 hold her tongue before the 
servant'S, while t~y waited nt•ta.ble, and 

• judged' it better that one oJJly of the 
houtehold, and the one whon1\ they 
could most trust, should comprehend 
an h~r fears and solicitude on the sub
ject. 

t Jn the diningo.room they were soon 
joined by Mary dud Kitty, who had been 
too busily engaged in lhe1r sfparate apart· 
ments, to make their Appearance before. 
One came from her books, and the other. 

from her toileue. The faces of both, • 
howe\cr, were tolerably calm;• and no 
C'hauge was visible in either, exCE:pt thttt1 
the los11 of her favourite sister, <>r the 1 

-anger which sl1e had herself incurred il'i' 
the busincc:;c;, had ;ven something tnottl 

<Jf fpctfulness than isual, to the accents ... 
F <! o{ 
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:>f Kitty. As for Mary, sb~ was mistress 
:mough of herself to whisper to Eliza
beth with a countenance of grave reflec
tion, soon after they were seated at 
table, . 

" This";s a most ur.fortllnate hffair; • 
and will probably be much talked of. 
But ,.'e must stem the tide of 11\~ice, 
and pour into the wounded bosoms of 
each other, the balm of sisterly consofa
tion." 

Then, perceiving in Elizabeth no in· 
clination of replying, &be added, " Un
happy as the .event must l:Je for Lydia, 
we may draw from it this useful lesson ; 
that loss of vii tlle in a female -is irre
trievable-that one false step involves 
her in endless ruin-that her reputation 
is no lc;ss brittle than it is beautiful,
and that she cannot be to~ much guarded 
fn''ber behaviour towards the undeserving 
·p orthe other sex.'' .. 
'"'·Elizabeth' lifted up her ~yes in amaze

·'Dleni., 
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ment, but was too much opp~ssecl to 
• 

make any reply. Mary, however, con· 
tinued to console herself with such kind 
of moral extractions from the evil before 
them. 

In.:the aftern~on, the two el<ler Misa 
Bennits were able to be for half au hour 
by •. ihemselves ; and Elizabe~tantly 
availep herself of the opportunity of 
making many t::nquirieti, which Jane was 
equally e.igf'r to satisfy. After joining 
in general lamentations over the dread
ful sequel ol tt\is event, which Elizabeth 
considered as ail but certain, and Miss 
Bennet could not M~ert to be wholly 
impossible; the former continued the 
subject, by s~ying. " But tell me a11 and 
ever) thing about it, which I have not 
i1lreacly heard. Gi\·e me farthe• parti•, 
cular:;. \\'hat did Colonel Forster say?· 
Harl they no apprehension of any thing.~ 
before the elopement took place? They· 

l I r •• ~ 
must. lave se~n tnem together 1or ever." 

• ' A 

"Colonel 
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" Coionel Forster did own that bt. 
had oftrn suspected some partiality, es
pecially on Lydia's side, but nothing to 
give him any alarm. I am so grieved f\,r 
him. His behaviour wa& attentive aml 

• kmd to the utmost. fJc was conu.ng to 
us, in order to assure us of his conc,'ru, 
before ... t:!'h~.1d any idea of their not ~mg 
gone to Scotland : when that ap~ 
aion first got abroad, it hastened his 
journey." 

'' Ati<l w.is Denny convinced that 
Wickham would not marry ~ Did he 
kno.w of their intending to go off? Hacl 
Colonel Forster seen Denny himself; .. 

"Yes; but when questtone<l by him 
Denny denied knowmg any thing of 
their plan, and would not give !us real 
opinion about it. He did not reprat h1:ii 

persuasion of their not ll1.1r1} mg-J nd 
frunt that, I am rnchm.c.l to hope, he 
might have been misund,•r&too<l before." 

" And till Colonel J:iorsler catne. hi!,11-
,, . 

.. se11, 
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adf, not one of you entertainet:f..a dOObt, 
• 

I suppose, of their being really mar-
ried ?" 

'' How was it possible that such an idc~ 
&hould euter our brains ! I ft:lt a little 
unltftsy-a lit~e fear'ful of my sister's 

happiness with him in marriage, because 
l knew that his comlucl "ti;: 1"'\1ot been 
always quite right. J\Jy fatht:r and mo

ther knew nothing of that, they only 
felt how imprudent a match it mu:,t be. 
Kitty then owned, with a very natural 
triumph on k.nowing more thnn the rcsi 
of us, that in Lydia's last letter, she had 
prepared her for such a step. She !Jad 
known, it seems, of their being in Jo\·e 
with eaC:h (\ther, many weeks." 

'' But not before they went to Brigh
ton ?" 

" No, I belie\·e not." 
'' And cl1d Colonel Forster appar· to 

think ill of \\""~kham himself ? Does ... 
l1e kn'ow h~re~l character ?'• 

"I 
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'" I must confess that he qid not speak 
so well of Wickham as he formerly did. 
He bclicved h11n to Le imprudent and 
c~tr.tvagant. And sioce thi-i sad affair 
has taken place, it is said, that he left 
.Meryt"ll greatly in debt ; but I iiopc 
thi<; may be f.ilise." 

~ " OIJ;11an<:-, hatl we been less secret, 
had we told what we knew of him, this 
could not have happened !" 

" Perhaps it would have been better;" 
replied her sister. " But to expose the 
former faults of any person, without 
knowing what tlieir present feelingf' 
we1·e, &eemed unjustifiable. We acted 
with ·tl1e best intentions." 

" Could Colonel Forste" repeat the 
particul~rs of Lydia's note to his wife?'• 
" He brought it with him for us to 

-see/' 
:Jane then took it from her pocket· 

_, ~k, and gave it to EJizabeth. These 
were the contents ; 

"MY. 



( 103 ) 

(f My ~BAB. HARRIET, 

" You will laugh when you know 
where I am gone, and" I cannot help 
laughing myself at your surprise to-mor .. 
row morning, ·as soon as I am missed. 
l amtoing to Gjetna Green, nnd 1f you 
cannot gu~s with who, I shall think you 

a tti~fleton, for there i~ but ~h-~an in 
the-,ollld I love, and he is an angel. l·'i: 
sliduld never be happy without him, so 
thmk it no harm to be off. You need . 
not &end them word at Longbourn of 
my going, if y•q do not like it, for it 
will make the surprise the greater, when v 

I write to them, aad sign my name 
Lych..L W1ckhmn. What a good joke iti1. 
"111 be! l"cal\ hardl) write for laughing. 
Pray ·make my excuses to Pratt, for not 
keepm~ my engagel.llent, and dancing 
with hun to night. Tell him I hope he ... 
will excu"e md when he knows all, 4Jltl 
tell him I will da~e with him at the..~ 

ne1t ball we IP.eet, with great pleasure. 
\, . 

F-~· I 
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I 1l)~irsend for my clothe~ wlien I get 
to Longbourn ; but I wish you would 
tell Sally to mend a great slit in my 
worked muslin gown, before they are 
pacl-.ed up. Good bye. Give m¥ love 
to Colonel :Forster, 1, hope yod' will 

drink to 9!1r good journey. 
/r Your affectionate friend, 

" LYDIA BEN:N•T·"' 

''Oh! thoughtless, thoughtless Lydia! 
cried Elizabeth when she had finished it. 
What a letter is this, to be written at 
such a momeut. But at least it shews, 
that she was serious in the object of her 
journey. Whatever he might afterwards 
persuade. her to, it was no~ on her side a 

scheme of infamy. My poor father! how 
he must have felt it!'' 

" I never saw any ofle so shocked. 
lie could not speak a word for full ten 
minutes. My motht .. was taken ill im
mediately, and the whole hons~ in scch 

confusion!'' ~' Oh~ 
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'' Oh ! Jane," cried Eliz.ibe-tli; -<+-\Vat 

there a servant belonging to it, who did 
not know the whole &tory before the 
end of the day ?" 

'' \ do uot know.-I hope there 
was.~But to bet guarded at such a. time, 
is very difficult. My.motheI?-was in hys
terics, and though I endenvouretl6.to give 
he'r"etery assi&tance in my power, I am 
afraid I did not do so much as I might 
have done! butthe horror of what might 
poi.~1bly happen, almost took from me 
my faculties."·· 

" Your attendance upon her, has been 
too much for you. • You do not look. 
well. Oh! that I had been with you, . . 
youJ1.we hnd~very care and anxiety upon 
yourself alone. 

"Mary and Kitty have been very kind, 
and would have shared in every fatigue, 
I am sure, but I did not think it right 
for eith~r of thcr~. Kitty il> slight and 
delicate, aad ,M:arN studies so much, that 

her 
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her 'fi'~urs of repose should· not be bro· 
ken in on. My annt Phillips came to 
Longbourn on Tuesday, after my father 
went away ; and was so good as to stay 
till Thursday with me. She was of.~reat 
use and comfort to us all~ anrl lady Lucas 
has becll" y.-•y kind; she walke<l he~e,on 
W edne:day morniDg to condole· with 
us, nnd offered her services, or an) of 
her Daughters, if they could be of use 
to us." 

" She had better have stayed at home," 
;cried Elizabeth ; " perhaps she meant 
well, but, under such a misfortune as 
this, one cannot see too little of one's 
:neighbours. Assist.ance is ill'!possible; 
condolence, insufferable. Let tliem 
triumph· over us at a distance, and be 
llttisfied. 
r,,', She then proceeded to ~quire into the 
' " ~sures which her father had intended 
"to pursue, while in town, for the r.ecovery 
of his daughter. 

.., lie 
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cc He meant, I be1icve," replied Jane, 
to io to Epsom, the place where tlw, 
last change~ horses, see the postilions, 
and try if any thing could be mdde oat 
frorv them. His principal object must 
be, •to discoverlthe number of the hack
ney ·coach which took thew· from· Clap
ham. It had come with a fare from 
London ; and as he thought the circum
stance of a gentleman and lady's re
moving from one carriage into another, 

-might be remarked, he meant to make 
enquiries at c!lapham. If he could any 
how discover at what. house the coach
man had before set down his fare, he 
determiqed to make enquiries there, and 
hoped it might not be impossible to find 
out the stand and number of the coach. 
I do not know of any other designs th•t 
he had formed : but he was in sucb' a 
hurry to be go/e, and his spirits *"' 
greatly discomposed, that I had difficulty 
i'h finding out e¥en so much as this." 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER vr. 
THE whole party were in hopes of a 

letter from Mr. Bennet the next morn-
" ing, but the post came in-,without bring-

ing a singl~ine from him. His fa1nily 
knew hit1f to be on all common ocoa.
sions, a most negligent and dilatory 
corresponclent, but at such a time, they 

._bad hoped for exertion. They were 
forced to conclude, that he had no pleas
ing intelligence to send, but even of tltat 

they would have btJen glad to be certain. 
Mr. Gardiner had \Vaited only for~'the 
letters before he set oft: 

When he was gone, thcy•wer'e cer,tain 
at least of receiving constnnt information 
'af what was going on, and their uncle 
promised, at parting, to ]'revail on Mr. 
,liennet to return to L1?ngbourn, ns soon 
as he could, to the greilt consolation of 
his sister, who com,idered it as the onl1 

SC0..1rity ' 
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security far her husband' s not· ·being~';, 
killed in a duel. 

Mrs. Gardiner and the children were .; 

to remain in Hertfordshire a few days 
IOn~er, as the former thought her pre-. ' 
selTce might h# serviceable to her nieces~ 
Shf! shared in their attendJ1nce on Mrs.· 
.~net, and was a great comfort to them, · 

:~.;~heir hours of freedom. Their other 
liuht also visited them frequently, and'..: 
al ways, as she said,. with the design of · 
cheering and heartening·th~m up, thQugN 
ns she nevef came without reporti~jt. 
some fresh instance of Wickham's.~ 
travagance or irrtfgularity, she seld~ 
went away without leaving .them moi.' 
dispirited tliian she found them. · ::,; 

All l\feryton seemed striving to 
blacken the man, who, but three months· 

before, had been almost an angel~ 
light. ·He was fclared to be in debt..(()·, 
every tradesmai~ in the place, and his 

intrigues, all h~1oured \\ ith the title of 
. - seduction, 
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!lfi~uclion, had been extended into everJ 
,.tradesman's family. Every body declared 

· that he was the wickedest young man 
in the world ; and every body began to 
find out, that they had always distrusted 
'the appearance of his goq~ness. Eftt~ 
beth, though, she did not credit ab~~e 
'half of what was said, believed eno~g~.' 
to make her former assurance of hey,-:~: 
ter's ruin &till more certain ; and ·even 

·Jane, ·who believed. still less of it, be .. 

·:·~me almost hopeless, more especially as 
"the time was now come, when if they had 

::aooe to Scotland, which she had never 
. before entirely despaired of, they must 
iii all probability have gained some news 

·,of them. •· ·· 
. ' 

~-: Mr. Gudiner left Longbollrn on Sun-

__ day i on Tuesday, his wife received a let• 

-ter from him ; it told thel'h, that on his 
'M-rival, he had immeq.iately found ~t 
his brother, and persuaded him to come 

to Gracechurch-street. ,. That Mr. Ben., 
.. net 
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net had been. to Epsom and Clapham~~ 
before his arrival, but without gaining 
any satisfactory information ; and tbat 
be ~as .now determined to enquire at all 
the. principal h.otels in town, as Mr. 
Benitet thought1it potisible they might 
have gone to pne of them, 0!1 their first 

. ~oj,~ to London, be~ore they procured 
fodl.~s. Mr. Gardiner himself did not 
expect any success from this measure, 
bllt as his brother was eager _in it, he 
meant to assist him in pursuing it. He 
added, that :Mr. Bennet seeme~ wholly 
disinclined at present,· ,to leave London,. 
and promised to writ!! again very soon .. , 
There was also a postcript. to this effeci. 

" I have"Wliitten to Colonel Forster to 
desir; him to find out, if possible, from 
some of the yoDng man's intimates in 
the, regiment, whether Wickham ha1tt 
any l'elations or coij1ections, who woult\· 
be likely to know· in what part of, the 
town he has now concealed himself. If • 

there 
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->there _were any one, that Ol)e could apply 
to, with a probability of gaining such a 
clue as that, it might be of essential con· 

aequ~nce. -At present w.e have .nothing 

· to guide us. Colonel Forster will,1 I dare 
say, do every thing in hi-j power to ~tisfy 
us on th_is head. But, oa :cccond 

lhoughts, perhaps Liziy could t~ll us, 
what relations he has now living, J:>titer 
than any other person.'' · 

Elizab~th was at no loss to understand 

from wheQce this deference for her 
· autho~ity proceeded ; bbl it was not in 

her power to give any information of so 
. satisfactory a nntu1e, as the complimeut 
4_eserved • 
. She had never heard t1i.nis hav1ng 

had any relations, except a father and 

mother, both of whom had been dead 
,:;many years. It was pessible, h~.wever, 

- that some of his 'iompanions -i-p it .. the 
-- shim, might Ce able Lo give more 

ipformation ; and, trough shl~ was. not 
very 
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very sanguine in expecting it, the appll· 
cation was a something to look forward 
to . 
. Every day at Longbourn was now a 

day of an~iety ; but the mo&t anxious 
• pat't of each 'las when the post was ex-

pect'td. The arrival of letters was the 
nrst grand object of every morning's im
patience. Through letters, whatever of 
good or bad was to be told, would be 
communicated, and every succeeding day 
was expected to bring some news of im-
portance. • 

But before they heard again from Mr. 
Gardiner, a letter arrived for their father, 
from a different quarter, from l\ilr. Col
lins i whi~as Jane had received direc
tions to opcu all that came for him in 
his absence, she accordmgly read ; and 
Elizabeth, who knC'w wh.1t curiosities tris 
lett&s always were)_ looked over her, and 
read it hb.cwi&e. It was as follows: 
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"MY DEAR StR, 
" I feel myself called upon, by our re

lationship, and my situation in life, to 
condole with you on the .grievous affii7-
tion you a1 e now sufft'rmg under, of 
which we were }esterdaj informed '-by a 
letter from Hertfordshire. Ue assured, 
my dear Sir, that Mrs. Collins and my
self sincerely sympathise with yoll! ancl 
all youi re"pectable family, in }OUr present 
distress, which must be of the bitterest 
kind, because procec<ling from a cause 
whi<'l1 no time can remoyc. No argu
ments shall be w1nting on my part, that 
can alleviate so severe a mi slm tune; or 
that may comfort you, under a circum
stance that must bf' of alh.iine1 s most 
afflicting to a parent's r.1ind. Thl• death 
of your daughter would have been a 
bles&mg in compa.1son ,.f this. And it 
is the mo1 e to be lamented, becaus~ $here 
is reason to suppo&e, as my de.1r Charlotte 
informs me, that this hcent1ousness pf 

behiwiour 
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behaviour ia your daughter, has proceed-- · 
ed from a faulty degree of indulgence, 
theugh, at the same time,tfor the conso
lation of yourself and Mrs. Bennet, I am 
incl~ned to think that her own disposition 
mtftit be natm;Jlly Lad, or she could'"not 
be g1iilty of such an enormity, at so early , 
an age. Howsqever that may be, you 
are grie\·ously to be pitied, in which opi-
11ion I am not only jofoed by Mrs. Col .. 
lins, but likewise by lady Catherine and 

= he1 daughter, to whom I have related 
the affair. Th~y agree wjth me in appre
hending that this false step in one daugh
ter, will be injurious to the fortunes of 
all the others, for wlio, as lady Catherine 
her~clf co'nllescendingly says, will con
n~ct themselves with such a family. 
And this con&ideration leads me more
over ,to reflect with augmented satisfa:o. 
tiott on a certain et·ent of last November, 
for had it been otherwise, I must hRTe 

' \x>en involved in.all your sorrow and dis-
grace. 
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grace. Let me advise you then, my 
dear ~ir, to comole yourself as much as 
possible, to throw off your unworthy 
child from your lltfection for ever, and 
leave her to reap the fruits of her own 
heiAous offence. , "., 

"I am, dear Sir, &c. &~" 

Mr. Gardiner did not write again, 
till he had received an answer from 
Colonel Forster ; and then he hnd no
thing of a pl<·asant nature to scud. It 
was not known that Wickham had a sin

gle relation, with whom he kept up any 
connection, and it \vas certain that he 
had 110 near one living. His for mer ac
quaintance bad been numero~S"; but smce 
he had been in the militia, 1t did not :1p
pear \hat he was on terms of particular 
friendship with any of 'them. 7'here 
was no one therefore ""ho could be p()int
ed out, as likely to give any news of him. 
And iii the wretched ,btate of lui owri 

foi'\'lces, 
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finances, ther,l:l was a very powerful mo
tive for sec1·ecy, in addition to his fear of 
discovery by Lyclia•s relations, for it had 
just tralfspircd that he had ten gaming 
debts behind him, to a very cons1derable 
amooot. Colo1!Jl Forster believed that 
more tA1an a thousand p,ound~ would be. 
necessary to clear his expences at Brigh-

• • ton. He owed a good deal 111 the town, 
but his debts of honour were still more 
formidable. Mr. Gardiner did not at· 
tern pt to conceal these particulars from 
the Longbourn family, Jane beard them 
with horror. '' A gamester .. !'' she cried. 
"This is wholly unexpected. I had not 
an idea of it." 
· Mr. Gardm~r added in his letter, that 
they 1night expect to see their father at 
home on the following d.1y, which was 
Saturday. Rendered spiritless by the. 
ill sltcces~ of all tl'leir endeavours, he had . 
'ielded to his brother-in-law's intr~ty 
• • 
that he would return to his family, and 

leave 



~ l® ) 

leave it to him to do, 'Yhafever occasion 
might suggest to be ad~isable for con
tinuing their pursuit. When Mrs. 
Bennet was told of this, she did not ex. .. 
press so much satisfaction as her chil
dren expected, consi~ering whir.. her 
anxiety for his life bad been before. 

" \Vhat, is he coming home, and 
tvithout poor Lydia I" she cried. '' Sure 
he will not leave London before he has 
found them. Who is to fight Wickham, 
and make him marry her, if he comes 
away?" " 

As Mrs. bardiner began to wish to 
be at home, it wa5 settled that she and 
her children &hould go to London, at the 
same time that Mr. Ben€came from 
it. The coach, therefore, took t h~m the 
first stage of their journey, and btol1ght 

, its master back to Lon~ourn. 
l\~rs. Gardiner ~ent nvyay ~ .. the 

per:plexity about Elizabeth and her Dcr
byShire friend, that, had attended • her 

from 
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from that par~ o~ the world. His name 
had never been voluntarily mentioned 
before them by her niece; and the kind 
of half expectation which Mrs. Gardi
ner had formed, of their be_ing followed 
by a M3\ter f1om jim. had encled in no
thing."' EliuJ!r(th had received none 
since her return, that could come from ..... 
Pem~crley. -

The present unhappy state of the 
family, renrlere<l any other excuse for the 
lowness of her spirits unnecessary ; no
thing, therefore,•coul<l be fairly conjec
tnrcd from t!tat, thoagh Elizabeth, who 
was by this time tolerabi¥. well acqllainted 
with her own feeling_s, was perfectly 
aware, that, nct:l she known nothing .of 
Darcy: shecoulJ hm•e bprne the dread of 
Lydia's infamy some\\ hat better, It 
wouJd hJ;VC spared her, she thought, one, 
sleepJei."1light out ot' two. 

When )Ylr. Bennet ~rrived, he ,had 
all the appearanc-e .of his usual phif!sp-

voL. 1n7..... o• phic 
,,,~. 
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phic c,omposure. He said. as little .. as he 
had ever been in the· habit of s.aying; 
,nnde no mention of the busines~ that 
had taken him away, and it waa, ~me 
~ime before, his daughte1·s had courage 
to speak of it. . 

It was not till the aftb.•qqon, ~'hen he 
joined th~m at tea, that Elizabeth V«:~· 
tured to introduce the snbje~~·'· .~nd 
then, on her briefly expressing her sor~ 
row for· what be must have endured, he 
replied, 11 Say, nothing of that. Who 
should suffer but myself? It has been 
my own doing, nnd.I ought to fet;l it.'' 

'' You must . riot be tao severe upon 
yourself,'' replied Elizabeth. 

" -r ou may well warn lfi!""against.sucll 
an evil. HDmaQ nature is so prone to 
fall into it! No, Lizzy, let me ~nc~ in 

, my life feel how much,..I hav,~~n ~o 
blame! I am not afraid of ben.:i~Ye.r
p~~ered by t~~ impression. \It will pass 
a)Vay soon enough.'' , · ,, 

"Do 
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··.,. Do you .suppose them to be in 
Lonqon?~ 

" Yes ; where else can they be so well 
concealed r 

" J\nd Lydia usecl to want to go te 
Loncft>n," addec!>itty. 

" She is ~y, then," said her father, 
drily ; " and her residence there will 
prpbably be of some duration." 

Then, after a short silence, he con· 
tinned, " Lizzy, I bear you no ill-will 
for bemg justified in your advice to me 
last May, which: considering the event, 
shews some greatnesi; of mind." 

They were intermptE!d by Miss Ben
net, who came to fetch her mother's tea. 

" This is a parade," cried he, " which 
does one good; it gives such an elegance 
to misfortune ! Another day I will do 
the same; I WJll sit in my library, in my 
night ca"P and powdering gown, and give 
as much tr1mble as I can,-or, perhaps, 
I m<ty defe! it, till K.itty runs away.:' 

G 2 • ,, I 
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" I am not going to run away~ Papa," 
said Kitty, fretfully; '' if I shoulp ever 
go to Brighton, I would behave better 
than Lydia." . · 

" l'ou io to Brighton !-I would not .. 
trust yon so near-it &'\_East Bourtie, for 
fifty poupds ! No, Kit~,I havt. at. last 
learnt to be cautious, and you will feel 
the effects of it. No ollicer is ever; to 
enter my house again, nor even to pass 
.through the village. Balls will be abso
lutely prohibited, ·unless you stand up 
with on·e of your siste~s. And you are 
never to stir out of doors, till you can 
pro'\Ye, tliat you nave spent. ten minutes 
of every clay in a rational manner." 

Kitty, who took all th"ese threats in a 
serious light, began to cry. 

" Well, , well," said he, 0 do not make · 
· yourself unhappy.. If-you at~ a-'·good. 
girl for the next ten yeal's, I wtUctakttyou 
to 'a review at- the end of th~m.'' 

~ CHAP. 
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CHAPTER ·v11. 

Two days after Mr. Bcnnet's return, 
as Jane and Elizabeth were walking to-- . 

• gethl!r in the shrubbery behind .the 
house, ~hey ~e housekeeper coming 
towards them, and, concluding that she 
camti.'t.o call them to Lheir mother, went 
fo~wQrd to meet her ; but, instead of the 
expected summons, _ )Vhen they. ap· 
proached her, she. said to Miss Bennet, 
" I beg yo,ur pai•don, madam, for inter
rupting you, but I was in hopes you 
might have got some got>d news from town, 
so I took the liberty of coming to aska'' 

"What do you mean, Hill? Web.ave 
heard nothing fro.m town.'' . 
. "·Dear madam," cried Mrs. Hill, ''fn 

·gre,.t:; &Mpnishment, ~' dont JOU know 
thcuiiJ1an express come for master from -
Mr. Gard)ner? He has ,,been here, ,tPis· 
hal~ hour~ and masier has had a letter.'' 

Away 
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Away ran the girls, tooceager to get 'In 
to have time for speech. They ran 
.through the vestibule into the breakfoc;l 
room; from thence to the hbrary;-the1r 
father was in neither ; and they Y{ete on 
the pomt of seeking l~ up stair.1 with 
thlir mother, y, hen the}'"·•11etc l'net by 
the butler, who said, 

" If you are looking for my mdter, 
ma'am, he is walking towal'ds the little 
copse." 

Upon this information, they instantly 
pas'led thrm1gh the hall 'once more, and 
ran across the l.1wn after their father, 
who was deliberately pursuing his wny 
towards a small wood on one side of tht 
-paddock. 

wane, who was not so light, nor so 
much in the habit of running as Eliza
beth, soon Jagged behin"'a, whiJe tier sis
ter, panting for breath, came u}' tlith 
him, and eagerly cnec.l out, 
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" Oh, PapBt, what new~ ? what news? 
have you heard from my uncle?" 

" Yes, I have had a letter from him 
by express." 

" W S!l1, and what news does it bring? 
gocx.l' or bad r" 

" W hnt ~ere of good to be ex• 
pected ?" said he, taking the letter from 
bis pocket; " but perhaps you would like 
to read it." 

Elizabeth impatiently caught it frpra 
his hand. Jane now catne up. 

0 Read it aloud, 11 miid their father, 
" fol' I hardlf know myself what it it 
abont.11 • 

"G1acechurch-street, Monday,. 
August 2. 

11 l\fy DEAR fiR01'JlBB, 

~',.U4ast I am able to send you some 
tidinp of my niece, and such as, upon 
the wholf, I hope wi.Jl give you sat~fac .. 
tidn. ~oon after. you left me on Satur-

• day, 
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day, I was fortunate enough to find a6t 
in what part of London they were. The 
earticulars, I reserve till WC meet. It 
is enough to know they me discovered, 
I have seen them both-" • 

"Then it is, as I alw~·s hope<l,""cried 
J.me; " they .ire marrie~ "' : 

Elizabeth read on ; " I have seen 
them both. They are not marriec}j nor 
can I find there was any intention of 
being so; but if you are willing to per
form the engagements which I have 
ventured to make on yo'ur side, I hope 
it will not be long before they are. All 
that is required of' you is, to assure to• 
) our daughter, by settlement, her equal 
share of the five thousand ponnds, se
cured among your children after the 
decease of yourself and my sister ; and, 
moreover, to enter mto~n en~,ent 
of allowing her, during your 'W~ QDe 
hundred pounds per annum. \{'hese e1e 

conditions, which, fOn&idcring every 
~t~ing, 
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l-hing, I had no hesitation in complying
~h, as far c!s I thought myself privi
leged, for you. I shall send this by 
express, that no time may be lost in 
bringing me your answer. You will 
easil,l &omprehend, from these particu
lar'J, that Mr. Wickham\, circumstances 
are ool so h~less as they ate generally 
believed to be. The world has been 
deceived in that respect ; and I am happy 
to say, th<:"re will be sOl;lle little money; 
even when all lus debts are discharged, to 
1-ettle on my niece, in addition ·to her 

• 
O\\ n fortune. It, as I concJude will be 

the case, you send m~ full "1Wer~ ~ ~t 
in your name, throughout. the"' who-le o'J 
this bu!:>iness, I will immediately give 
directions to Haggt!rston for preparing a 
proper settlemel't. There will not be 
the smallest oc ca<-ion for your coming 
to t~h llgain ; thl.!refore, stay quietly at 
LottgbQUrn, and depend on my diligence. 
and care. 1 Send back your answer as 

~a. soon. 
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soon as you can, and be careful to wri&,i~ 
explicitly. We ha\'e judgetl it best, that. 
my niece should be married from this 
house, of which I hope you will approve. 
She comes to us to-day. I shall write 
again a~ soon as any thing more is deter· 
mined on. Your's, &c., ' 

" Enw. 'Ginn1NE.n.• 

" Is it possible !" cried Elizabeth, 
wheft she had fi"lshed. "Can it be pos
sible that he will marry her ?'' 

'' Wickham is not so undeserving, 
then, as we have thought him ;" said 
h~r 'i}S~er. •" l\Iy dear father, I con
gratulate jbti." 

~· And h#tw• yon answered the letter ?'' 
said Elizabeth. 

'" Nd; bLlt it must l," done soon." 
'"Most enrnestly did s~e then in treat 
him to lose no more time befOte "he 
wrote. 

" Oh! my dear father," ihe cried, 
" cdrP. 
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~.~, bttek, and write immediately .. 
Cbns.ider how important every moment 
i$, kl ~ a case.'' 

" ~ me write for you," said Jane, 
"' i{.fOU- di&hke the trouble yourself.'s ,,, 

" l.djsh!..e it very D)uch,"' he replied; 
" bUt it must be. done." 

And .so &a.)ltng, he turned back with 
them, and walked towards the house . 

•• fl •nd may I ask ?",said Elizabeth, 
" but the terms, I sqppose,. must be
complied with." ... 

" Complied with ! I am.only ashamed 
• of bis ai,king so little." 

" And they 111.ust marry ! Yet be is 
• • such a m.m.'1 • 

" Yes, yes, they must marry. There
is nothing else to be done. •But there 
ate two things that I want very much to. 
know :-one is, how much money your
Mnclet- laid <lown,. to brit:Jg 1t about ; 
and the other, how I am ever to Ji>8Y 
hun.'' 

"-Money r· 
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"Money! my uncle !'1 crl~, ~a-.} 
." what do you mean, Sir r'' 

,. 1 mean, that no man in hii; ~rises, 
I' "J''tfi• ~ "''ti~ 

W011J.J J ,,t!!\' J,)dia OU SO sligpt 8,temp-
+.r,f' • \•' ,• 
lat1ou '• ,1, , t11md,.ed a-year d11rmg my 
life, and flit .1 1 lc1 I am gunc ·• .. 

" Tliat 1s \ e1 y true," ~lid Elizabeth ; 
" though 1t had ~ot ochtrred lo \r~ 
before. II1s debts to be discharged, a~ 
somt•thu.g &till to remain ! oh,:r- tt 
must be my uncJp's doings I Generous, 
good mao, I am afraid he has di&trcs!)ed 
himself. A small sum coul<l not do all 
this." 

. '~ No," said her father, " Wickham's 
a fool, if he take~ her with a farthing 
less than ten thousand pounds I should 
be sorry taJhrnk so 111 of him. in the very 
beginnmg of our rt>l,1tion11l11p.'' 

" Ten thousand pounds ! Heaven 
forbid ! How 1s half s.ith a IU!W~ be 
repaid? .. 

Mr. Bennet . snade no ans,-er, and 
e~h 
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each or them, deep in thought, continoect 
s1lent till tht!y reached the house. Their 
:llther then went to the library to write, 
and the girls walked into the breakfast· 
room. 

: And they are reaUy to be married !,. 
cried Elizabeth, as soon as they were by 
tbem8elves, " How stranq,e this is! 
Aoil for tlds we are to be thankful. That 
they should marry, small as is their 
chance of happiness, and wretched as is 
his character, we are fbrced to rejoice! 
Oh, Lydia!'' • 

" I comfort myself with thinking," 
replied Jane, "that .he certainly would 
not marry Lydia, if he had not a real 
regard for her. Though our kind uncle 
has done something towards clearing 
him, I cannot believe that ten thollsand 
pouncls, or any thing ltke it, has been 
adv~. He has children of his own, 
an~·1i>ay have more. How could he spare 
half ten ihousand pounds?" · 

" If 
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" If' we are tW\ i.· ablt: t.1 le:Jrn wlla~ 
Wickh.tm's debts have hel!!n, . .,. llaid Eliza~ 
betb, " and how much ii settled on bis. 
side on our sister, we shall criactly know 
what Mr. Gardiner has done for them, 
because Wick.ham has not sixpen.r.e of 
his own. The kindness of my uncle 
and aunt can never be requitecL Thtlr
taking her home, and affording lu!t; 
their persom1l protection and cou.m. 
nance, is such a sacrifice to her advan
tage, as years of gratitude cannot enough 
acknowledge. By this time she is ac-
. tually with them ! If such goodness 
does not make ht:r miserable now, she
will never deser.,·e .to be happy ! What. 
a meeting for her, when she first seea, 
my aunt!" 

" We tnust endeavour to 'forget all 
that has passed on ejther side,~ said• 
Jane:. " I hope and tru':'t theyf wiU,ry~ 
be happy. His oonsenling to nnws;Yher 
is a proo4 I will"beJieve, that he is come 

Ci} 
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to ti right way of thinking. Their Mu
tual atfectiot\ will steady them ; and I 
flatt~r m}s€ll they will settle so quietly, 
and live iu so rational a manner, as may 
in time male their pasl imprudence for-
gott~w." .. 

" Their conduct has bern such," re-
pti~ •Elizabeth, "as neither you, nor 
I, nor any body, can ever forget. It is 
useless to taJk of it." 

It now ocrurred to the girls that their
mother was in all likehhoo<l perfectly 
ignorant of w~at had happened. They 
went to the hb1ary, therefore, and asked 
their father, whether he would not wish 

• 
them to make it known to her. Ho 

· was writing, and, without raismg his. 
head, coolly replied, 

" Just as you plea'!e, ., 
''May we take my unde's Jetter to 

read to her ?" 
,., Take whatever you Jike, and get 

away.•' 
Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth took the letter fiom his 
writing table, and they w~nt up stairs 
together. Mary and Kitty were both 
with Mrs. Bennet: one communication 
would, ·therefore, do for all. After a 
slight preparation for good newsr ,the 
letter was read aloud. Mrs. Bennet 
could hardly contain herself. As" soon 
as Jane had read Mr. Gardiner's hope of 
Lydia's being soon married, her joy burst 
forth, and every following sentence 
added to its exuberarn·c She was now 
in an irritation as violent from delight, 
as she had ever been fidgetty from 
alarm and vexation. To know that her 
daughter would be married was enough. 
She was distu1 bt>J by no fear for her · 
felicity, nor humbled by any remem
brance of· her m1sconcluct. 

" My dear, dear Lydia!" she cri<:d: . ... 
" This is <ldightful indeed !-She will 
be married !-1 shall see .her again!•
She will be married at sixteen!· - My 

\ 
goot'--
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good, kind brother !-I knew how it 
would be- I knew he· would manage 
every thing. How I long to see her l 
:md to see dear Wickham too! But the 
clothe\, the wedding clothes ! I will 
write to my sister G,1rrliner about them 
c.hrectlj'. Lizzy, my dear, run clown to 
your father, ancl ask him how much he 
will give her. Stay, stay, I \\'ill go 
myself. Ring the bell, Kitty, for Hill. 
I will put on my things in a moment. 
My dear, dear Lydia !-How merry we 
shall be together when we meet !" 

Her eJdest daughter endeavoured to 
give some relief to the violence of these 
transports, by leading her thoughts to 
the obhgations wluch Mr. Gardiner's 
behaviour laid them all under. 

"For we must attribute tliis happy 
conclu&Wn," she added, " in a great mea
surca, ~tp his kindness. We are persuaded 
that he has pledged himself to assist 
M:r.•WickJ11am with. money.'' . . 

"Well,'1 
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" Well," cried her mother, "it is all 
very right; who should do it but her 
own uncle? If he had not had a familv of , 
his own, I and my children must have 
had all his money you· know, a~d- it is 
the first time we have ever had any thing 
from him, except tt tew presents. ··wen! 
I am so happy. In a short time, I shall 
have a daughter married. Mrs. Wick· 
ham! How well it sounds. And she -
was only sixteen last June. My dear 
Jane, I am in such a flutter, that I am 
Slll'e I can't write; so I \vill dictate, and 
you write for me., We will settle with 
your father about the money afterwards• 
but the things should be ordered irnme· 
dialery.'' 

She \Vas then proceeding to all the 
particulars of calico, muslin, and cambric• 
and -would shortly hav~ dictate4c some 
very plentiful orders, had not>1.~dane, 

·though with SQme difficulty, persuaded 
her to wait; till her fqther wa~ at lei-sure 

I < 

t<> 
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to be consuleed. One clay's delay she· 
observed, would be of small importance; 
and her mother \Vas too happy, to be 
1uite so obstiunte as nsnnl. Other 
schemws too Game into her heacl . 

• '' 6will go to l\rferyton," said she, "as 
rsoon al I am dressed, and cell the good. 
good news- to my sister· Phillips. Ano e!I 
I cor'ne back, I can call on Lady Lucus 
and Mrs. Long. Kitty, ·run down and 
order the cari·iage. An airing would 
do me a great d~al of good, I am sure. 
Girls, can I do any thing for you in 
?vieryton? Oh ! here. comes Hill. My. 
dear HilJ, have you heard the good 
news ? Miss Lydia is going to be mar~ 
ried ; and you shall all have a bowl of 
punch, to make merry at her wedding." 

Mrs. Hill began instantly to express 
her joy.··. Elizabeth receiv~cl her con
gratula~i_ons amongst. the rest, and then, 
sick of this folly, took refuge in her own 
roorb, that she might think with freedom. 

• Poor 
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Poor Lydia's situation must, at best, 
be bad enough; but that it was no 
worse, she had need to be thankful. She 
.felt it so ; and though, in looking for
ward, neither rational happines1 nor 
worldly pro~perity, coulJ be justlf ex
pected for her sister; in looking back to 
what they had feared, ·only two, hours 
ago, she felt all the advantages of what 
.they had gained. ,,:. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIIT. 

Mn. Bennet had very often wished, 
befori; thi~ period of his life, that, instead 
of \pending his whole income, he hacl 
laid b1 an annual sum, for the better pro
vision of his children, and of his wife, if 
she survived him. He now wished it 
more than ever. Had he done his duty 
in that respect, Lydia need not have been · 
indebt~d to her uncle, for whatever 'of 
honour or credit could now be p1rchased 
for her. The satisfaction of prevailing 
on one of the most worthless young men 
in Great Btitain to be her husband, 
might then have rested in its proper 
place. 

• He was seriously concerned," that a 
cause of so little advantage to any one; 
should be forwarded at the sole expence 
of his brother-in-law, and he was detcr
mit1ed, if possible, to find out the extent 

of 
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of his assistance, and to ,discharge the 
obligation as soon as he could. 

When first Mr. Bennet had married, 
economy was held to be perfectly use
less ; for, of cours,e, they were to have a 
ion. This son was to join in cutt~ng off'· 
the entail, as soon as he should be _,rage, 
<llld the wirlow and younger children 
would by that means be proYided for. 
l?ive daughters successively entered the 
world, but yet the son was to come; 
,an\.~ rt·!;·:;. TICllnet, for many years after 
{.yJia's l.lr:.h~ L:Jd been' certain that he 
:woulci. 'Iliii evePt had at last been 
despaired of, but it was then too late to 
be saving. l\tlrs. Bennet had no tun1 for 
economy, and her husband's love of in
dependence had alone prevented their 
exce~ding their income. • 

Five thousand pounds wl'd settled by 
marriage articles on l\Irs. Bennet and the 
children. But in what proportions it 
should be divided ampng;,t the latter,.de-

pended 
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penned on thq will of the parenh. '!'his 
was one point, with regard to Lydia at 
1cJst, which was now to be settled, and 
1\tr:'lfennct could have no hesitation in 
acceding to thf' proposal before hun. In 
trrms of gr.iteful a<'knowlcdgm: nt for 
tl1e kindness of his brother, t!1onr,h 'x
pressed mm~t concisely, he•· ·1 ,h. 11h'red 

on paper his perfel'l ~: ·1 w»'..lti011 of all 
that \\'as don<>, {l d i.us ,1.~lm~~.H ss to 
fulfil t' .... t'ue;a;_. .irnta C.at !· ~~\ b<'cn 
U .. ld•! f<.,r h:m. f fo li<1J H..!v~." },(;'fort 
su1 11r. ·el: tl1at, C1jul<l \Vil' J1.1••t be pre~ 

vaikd on tu marry J,;, 1 1 T~hter, it 
w1.ml<l be t:one with •s, 11 le- mcon\'e• 
nience to himself, as Ly t: e 1m h..:nt 
arrangement. He wonld scarcdj be tell 
JJOUnds a·year the loser, by the hundred 

_that was to be paid them ; for, what 
with her board and pock.et allowance, 
and the ccutiuual presents in money, 
which passed to her, through her mo-

ther's 
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ther's hands, Lydia's expeuces had been 
very little wit~in that sum. 

That it would be done with such tri
fling exertion on his side, too, was · ano
ther very welcome surprise ; for his chief 
wish at present, was to have as Iitt\e trou
ble in the b~siness as possible. • When 

the first transports of rage which had p~o
duced· his activity in seeking her· were 

over, he naturally returned to all his 
former indolence. His letter was soon 
dispatched; for though dilatory in under-

. taking business, he was' quick in its exe

cution. He begg~d to know farther 
particulars of wha't he was indebted to his 

brother ; but was too angry with Lydia, 
to send any message to her. 

The good news quickly spread through 
the house ; and with proportionate speed 

through the neighbourho~d. , It was 

borne in the latter with decent philoso
phy. To be Sure it would have been 

more for the advantage of conversation, 
had 
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had Miss Lydia Bennet come _upo~ ~~ 
town ; or, as the happiest alte'rnative? 

b~e.~ ~I uded from the world, in some 
dist<int farm house. · 'But there W8' 
much 10 be talked of, in marrying her; 
nnd~ §e good-natured wishes ·for her 
well-d<.Jing, which had proceeded before, 
froQl.all the spiteful old ladies in Mery

ton, lost but little of their spirit in this 
change of circumstances, becanse witlf 
such an husband, her misery w~ ·-~~· 
si<lered certain. · · '' 

It was a fortnTght since Mrs. Benn.et: 
had been down stairs, but on' .this Happy. 
day, she again took her seat at (he b~ct. 
of her table, an<l in spirits oppressively 
high. No· sentiment of shame gave a 
damp to her triumph. The .rnarriag.t 
of ~- dauihter, which ,h~d been th~ first 
object' aL,her wishes.:;!~ Jane was 
1ix.teen, W~s now on t.he point of accom .. . , . 
plishme11t, and her thq,9,Jhta and .. -~er 
words ran wholly Oll thoee attendants of 

VOL. Ill. H. elegant 
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elegan~ nuptials, fine muslins, new air
riages, and serv~nts. She was busily 
searching through the neighbc•~rhood 

for a proper situation for her daughter, 
and, without knowing or considering 
what theh.: income might· be, re1ected 
many as deficient in size and impor.:ance. 

"Haye-Park might do," said she, "if 
the Gouldings would quit it, or the.great 
liouse at Stoke, if the drawing-room 
were larger; but Ashworth is too far 
oft"I I could not bear to have her ten 
miles from me ; and as for Purvis Lodge, 
the attics are dreadful.'' 

Her husband allowed her to talk on 
without interruption, while the servants 
remained. But when they had with
arawn, he •id to her, "Mrs. Bennet, 
before you take .... any, or all of these 
houses, for your ion and ~aoghter, let ua 
come to a right understanding. · Into 
OM house in this neighbourhood, they 
shall never have ad1rittance. I will not 

encoorag"' 
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encotlflF th& impudence of dther, bf 
{ecciving them at Longbourn." 
'\A lo'lg di8put• followed this declara

tion ; but Mr. 13«.l'nnet was firm: it soon.• 
led to tnother ; aud Mrs. Bennet found, 
wit~mazemeot end horror, that her 
husban'1 would not advance a guinea to 
buy clothes fQl"I his daughter. He 
protested that she should receive from 
him no mark of affection whatever, od 
the occas10n. Mrs. Bennet CO\Jld hard· 
Jy compreh4!ticl it. That his anger could\ 
be carried to such a point of inconcei\' .. 
able resentment, as to refose his daughter 

• 
a privilege, without whi<.h her marriage 
would scarcely ~eem valid, exceeded all 
that ~he could believe possible. &he wal 
more alh·e to the dtsgr1tce, iWf:tfch th~ 
want of new clothe~ 'n§l.,!-tefl~ct cm het 
danghter't Quptials, t~*tly sense of1 

shame at her ~g fnd ~living with' 
Wickham, a Co1'tlllifll.t' before they !ook 
placer 

tr 2 .l!.hzabeth 
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Elizabeth was now most heartily sorry 
that she had, from the distress of the 
moment, been led to m~ke l\ifr ... J?,a~y 
acquainted with their.fears for: her sister; 
for since· her marriage would so... shortly 
give the proper termination to th~ t!.tope

ment, they might hope to conceal its un
favourable beginning, from all those w~o 
were not immediately on the spot." 

~ . 

She b~d no fear of its spreading far-
ther, through his .means. There were 
fe}V people on whose secreo-; she would 
have more confidently depended; but at 
the same time, t~ere was no one, whose 
knowledge of a sister's frailty would have 
mortified her so much. Not. however, 

·from any fear of di~advantage from it, in
dividually to herself; for at any rate, 

there seem~. ~j-~lf i~possible betweee · 
them. Hllit&f~ia's marriage been con
cluded on the most honoura1:)le terms, it 

was*.not to be.supp0seci ihat Mr. Darcy 
would connect 'hnnself with a fomih 

.J 

whpr,: 
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wh~re ~o crv~ry .. other objection would now 
\be added,. an allia1.1ce ·~nd relationship of 

ll\e nearest kind with the man whom he 
so just If sco~. ·· . 

:From such a connection she could . . 
no~nder that h,e should ~brink. The 
wish o[ procuring her regard, which she 
had~~ assur.e(J .herself of· his feeling in 

De~byshire, could not in rational expec~ 
tation survive such a blow as this. She 
was humbled, she was gri.eved; she re
pented, th~ slie hardly k.tie,vof what. 
She became jeak1us of his esteem, when 
she could no longer hqpe to be benefited 
by it. She wanted to-hear of him, when 
there seemed. the least chance of gaining 
intelligence. She was convinced that 
she could have been happy with him ; 
..-ben..it was no longer l~~ely they should 

~·~, 

.m~ha~ a triumph r~ilir,"' ~s she often 

thought, could he know that the propo
,sals.which she had f roudty sl>urned only 

four 
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~olir months:agol' would now"haie been 
gladly and grat~folly received t · He was 
as generous, she doubtf:lt. not.., .as t~Je 
most generons of his sex. :B-ot while 

· he was- mortal, there must be a triumph. 
She began now to comjireliend :shat 

he was exactly the man, 'Who,· in·; dispo
sition and talents, would most suit. her. 
His understanding and temper, t~h 

·unlike her own, would have answered 
all her wishes. It was an union that 
m\lst have beeri to tlie advarttc..ze of both·; 
bj her ease and liveliness:, his mind might 
have been softened, his manners impro
ved~ and from bis j'l.1dgment, inforµiation, 
and knowl~dge of the world, she must 
have received benefit of greater impor
tance. 

But no sue~.: J1appy marri~ge .... tQDJd. 
now teach tti~)}J!,~irlng"tnultitude what 
connubial feliCftfreally was. ·An union 
of a different tendency, ·and precluding 
the possibility ~f the.. other, was soon to, 
be formed in their<family. How .: 
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J:loYI Wic\ham and Lydia were to be 
supported in tolerable independence, she 
could not ima_gjne:- But how little 0£ 
perm~u)M ~ppiness could belong to a 
couple who were only brought together 
~:e their passions were stronger than 
their virtue, she could easily conjecture • 

.. 
Mr. Gardiner soon wrote again to0 hjs 

brother. To l\;fr. Bennet's acknowledg .. 
ments he rfly replied, with 88.f!Urancea 
of his eagerne!s to promote the welfare 
of any of his family ; aud concluded with 
intreaties that the subject might never 
be mentioned to him again. The prin
cipal purport of his letter was to inform 
them, that Mr. W1ckl{am had resolved 
gn jll,!ittiug the Militia. 

" It was greatly my wish that he 
should do so," he added,"'' as soon as his 
marriage was fixed on. And I think 
)'Oil will agree with me, in considering a 

• removal 
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removal from. that corps as highlf ad
visable, both .on his account and my 

. niece's. It is Mr. '\\'ickb.l!_n's intention' 
to go into the regulars; and, ·anlo11g his 
former friends, there are still som~ who 
are able and \Villing to assist him in tbe 
army. He has the promise i{ an 

, cnslgncy in General ---'s regiment~ 
now quartered in the North· .. : It. is·.:~~
advantage to have it so far from this part 
of the kingdom. He promises fairly, 
and I hope among ~iffe~ people, 
where they may each ha\'e a character 
to preser\•e, they will both be more pm
dent. I have writtel'i to Colonel Forster, . ' 
to inform him of our present arrange-

. ments, and to req~e~t that he will satisfy 
the various creditors of Mr. Wickham in 
and near Brightoy, with assurances-d.. 
speedy payment~"tor·whicfPI have pledged 

t~{ tt ' ' 

myself. And will you give yourself the 
trouble of carrying similar assurances to 
his creditors in · Merxton; of whom I 

shall , 
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sha)l subjoin a list, according to his in
fdf'mation. • He has given in all his 
debts ; I hQpe at least he has not de
ceive~liagg;..~ton has our direc
tions, and all will be completed in a 
~ek~ 'They will then join his regiment~ 
uilrt'OS they are first invited to Long-

• hol!.rn ; and I understand from Mrs. 
~~rcliner, that my niece is very desirous 
of- seeing you all, before she leaves the 
South. She is well,, and begs to ht: duli
fully rem~ered' to you and her mo
ther, - Your's,. &c. 

. " E. GARDI~ER. » ' 

• 
Mr. Bennet and his daughters saw aU· 

the advantages of Wickham's removal 
from the --shire, as clearly as Mr~ 
Gardiner could .do. But Mrs. Bennet,: 

\vas-not so ,well pleased .~ith it. Lydia's 
being settled in- thd' ~~ttli, just when 
she had expected most pleasure and 
pride in her company, for she bad by no 

• J-1 3 means 
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means given up her plan of their resijing 
in Hertfor4shire, was a severe disappoiht-

. ment; and besides1 .it was_ sueh a pity 
that Lydia should be takeiH~~ a regi
ment where she - was .acquainte~r with 
every borly, and had so many favbiirit~; 

" She is so fond of M~s. Fonier,'' 
- ' . , 

t1aid she, 1' it will be quite shocking to 
send her away! ·And there· 1rre sevetal 
of the young men, too, that she lik~s 
very much. The dficers may not be so 
pleasanf'in'General ..:.....~·s ~iment." 

· His daughter's reqtiest, fo'r such it 
m'ight be considered, of being adm.itted 
into her family- ·t1ga•n, before sho set off 

· for the North, received a Hirst an abso-. 
late negative. : Hut Jnne and Elizabeth, 

·".'ho agreed in wishing, for the sake of 
thoir sister's feelings and consequence, 
that she should be notiad on her inar-

riage by her parents, urg~d him so ear
nestly, yet so rationally and so mildly, 
to receive her and her hu1band at Long-

bourn, 
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bou)n, as soon as they were married, 
tl"rt(( he was prevailed on to think asthey 
thought, and act as they wished. And 

,..r"'''"'-. 
their mj!~P had the satisfaction of know-
ing~ ffiat she should be able to shew her 
~rri~d daughter in the neighbourhood, 
beil,re she was banished to the North. 
When Mr. Bennet wrote again to his 
b£9ther, therefore, he sent his permission 
for them to come ; and it was settled,· 
that as soon as the cerem.ony was over, 
they shou1_4.l>roceed to Longbourn. Eli
zabeth 'as s.urprised, however, ~ha~ 
Wickham should consent to such a 
scheme, and, had sh\' consulted only her 
own inclination, any meeting with him 
would have been. the last object of ~ ,· 
wishes. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

-THEIR sister's weddmg ~_4lrrived; 
aud Jane and t:.lizabeth felt for her pro
bably more than she felt for herself. Tl;v: 

carriage was sent tn meet them "t -'-, 
and th<·y werl' to return in il, by dmner
time. Their arrival was dreaded by the 
elder Miss Beunets; and Jane more es
pecially, who gave Lydia the feelings 
wluch would have attended hersel(, had ..._. 
she been the culprit, was ..yretched in the 
thought of what her sister must cuclurc. 

They came. Tl\c fam1ly were assem
bled in th<> break.fa&t room, to receive 
them. Smiles decked the face of Mrs. 

Bennet, as the carriage drm c up tu the 

door ; her husband looked imi1<::netrably 
gra\lc; her daughters, a}&rmed, anxious, 

uneasy. 
Lydia's voice was heard in the vesti

hule; the door "as throwu open, anrl 
she 
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sbe)ran into the room. Her mother 
su(pped for~ards, embraced her, and 
welcomed her w_it.h rapture; gave her 
band ~yitJ) an affectionate_ smile to 
WicI<.~am, who followed his 1ady, an~ 

"'W.\sheft them both joy, with an alacrily 
whicll. sliewed no doubt of their happi-

• ness. 
- ,Their reception from Mr. Bennet, to 

whom they then turned,- was not quite so 
cordial. His countenance rather gained 

'in austerit~A and he scarcely opened 
his lips. "'"Th~ easy assurance of the 

young couple, indeed, was enough to 
provoke him. Elizabeth was digusted, 
and even Miss Bennet was shocked. 
Lydia was Lydia still; untamed, .µti1' 
abashed, wild, noisy, and fearless. She· 
turned from sister to sister, demanding 
their congratulations, and when at length 
they all sat clown, looke'd :'eagerly round 

the room, took. notice of same little 
alteration in it, and obser\'ed, with a 

laugh, 
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laugh, that it was a great while smc.._ she 
' 

had been there. · · 

Wickham was 11~ all more dis
tressed than herself, but -hia...Jllanners 
wcr~ always so pleasing, that had his 
character and his marriage been exa~j 
what they ought, his smiles and·-hts easy 
address, while he claimed their relation

ship, would have delighted them _al.I. 
Elizabeth had not before believed him 
quite equal to such assurance; but she 
sat dow.n, 1'esolving. withiu..._ herself, to 
draw no limits in future to the ilnpudence 

of an impudent ,man. She blushed, and 

Jane bhuhed; :but. the cheeks of the 
•o ~ho caused -thei~ conful\,ion, suffered 
no variation of colour. 
•)··There was .no want of discourse. The 

bride and :her mother could , neither of 
them: talk:fatt enough~ and Wickham, 

who -happened· to sit near Elizabeth, 
began enquiring after his acquaintance. 

in that neighbourbChld, .with a good hu-
rAiotired 
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hu.!t.ured e~se, which she felt very. 
unable to equal in her replies. They 
seemed each of thc:>m to have the happiest 
memories in the world. Nothing of the 
past was recollected with pain i and · 
~dia 9Iecl voluntarily to subjects, which 
her sifiers would not have alluded to for 

• the world. 
:"Only think of its being three months," 

she cried, "since I went away; it seems 
hllt a fortnight I declare; an~ yet there 
have been tN»gs enough· happened iu the 
time. G~od gracious! • when I went 
away, I am sure I had ·no more idea of 
being married till I· came back_ again ! 
though I thought it would be very gOQd 
.fun if I was.'" · . ,. l.'.M 

Her father lifted up his eyes. Jane 
• 

was distresseel. Elizabeth looked .es,..: 
pressively at Lydia; bue:-she, who· never 
heard nor saw any thing' of which ahe 
chose to be insensible, gaily continued, 
." Oh I _mamma, do ~he people here abouts 

kn'i>W 
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know I am married to day ? I was a(raid 
they might not ; and we overtook \Vil
Jiam Go11lding in his .,!?Urricle, so I was 
determined he should know i_t,' and so I 
let clown the side glass next to him, and 
t-0ok off my glove and let my hand jw.~ 

rest upon the Y.·indow frame, SQ..tJ,at he 

mi. ht see the ring, and then I bowed and 

smiled like any 'thing." -
Elizabeth could bear it no long~r. 

She got up, and ran out of the room ; 

. and returned no more, til.L she heard 

them passing through t.he hall to the 
dining parlour. She then joined them 

soon enough to see Lydia, with anxious 

p!lrade, walk up to ht:r mother's right 

hand, and hear her say to her eldest sister, 

'' Ah~ Jane, I take )Ollr place now, and 
you must go lower, bec_ause I '!m a 

married woman." 

It was not to be suppo~ed that time 

would give Lydia that embarrassment, 

from which she had been so wholly free 

at 
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at 6/st. Her\ case an<l good spirits in

creased. She longed to see Mrs. Phil
lips, the Luoasses, and all their other 

neighbours, and to hear herself ca1led 
~Mrs .• Wic.:kham," by each of them ; 
and in the mean' time, i;he weut after -dinner.to shew her ring and boast of be-
ing married, to Mrs. Hill and the two 

J ' • • 

h~µsemaids. 

''Well, maf!lrna;' said she, when they 
were a\l returned to the breakfast room, 
" ancl what dc1you think ~f my h~1sbancl? 
Is not he a char1ning man ? I am sLire 

my sistc:rs must fill envy me. I ·only 
hope they may have h·alf my good luck. 

They must all go to Brighton. That is 

the pla~c to get husbands. What a pity 
it is, mamma, we did not all go." 

. ''Very true; and if I had my wilJ, 
we should. But my d~~r tydia, I don't 
nt all like your going such a way off. 
l\ifost it be so,'' 

·. "D~~ lord! yes ;.-there is nothing in 
that. 
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thaf. I shall like it of ar. things. r ~OU 
and papa, and my sisters, m_ust come 
down and see us. We shaU be at New
castle all the winter, and I dare say 
t.here will be some balls, ctncl I wi)l take 
care to get good partners for them alf." 

" I should like it beyond any~;ing l1' 

said her mother. 
" And then when you go away ! you 

may leave one or two of my sisters be
. hind you ; and I dare say I shall get 
husbands for them before•the winter is 
over •. 

"I .thank you for my share of the 
favour," said Elizabeth ; '' but I do not 
particularly like your way of getting 
husbands." 

Their visitors were not to remain 
above ten days with them. Mr. Wick.-

' ham had recei\red his commission· before 
he left London, ·and he was to join his 
regiment at the e~d of a fortnight. 

No ·one }fut' Mrs. Bennet, regrP.ttetl 
that 
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tha.t1their st'-y would be so short; and 
she made the most of the time, by visit
ing about with her daughter, and hav
ing very frequent patties at home • 

.J'hese. parties were acceptable to all ; ... 
to nvo~ a family circle \Vtls even more 
desiraltle to s\lch as did think, than such 
ns did not. 

'Vickham's affection for 1.ydia, was 
jnst what Elizabeth had expected to nnd 
it ; not equal to I~ydi~'s for him. She
had scarcely needed her present obser· 
vation to be satisfied, from the reason of 
things, thac their elopement had been 
brought on by the strength of her love, 
rather than by his ; and she would have 
wouder~d why, without violently caring 
for her, he chose to elope with her at 
all had she not felt certain that ms flight 
was rendered necessary by distress of 
.circumstances; and if that were the case; 
he .{vas not the young man to resist an 
~per~"nity of bavipg a companion. 

Lydia 
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Lydia was excec<lin~ly hmd of Rim. 
He was her dear W1ckh.11n on every 

occasion ; no one w,1:,, to be put in com
petition with him. He did every thing 

best in the world ; and she was &.ure h~ 
,,-

would kill more birds on the first of 

St:'ptember, than any body els;1n the 
country. 

One morning, soon after their arrival, 

as she wa~ sitting with her two dcler 
si&ters, she said to Elizabeth, 

"Lizzy, I never gavf" you an account 
of my wedding, I bd1t=vc: Yon were not 

by, when I told mnrnma, an<l tl1e others, 

all about it. Are not you curious to hear 

how it ''a" rn:111aµ-ed? 
" No l l'a 11) " rcpliecl El1zabe~h ; " I 

think thC're cam1ot be too little smcl 011 

the Ruhjl ct."' ... 
"La ! You are so strange! But I must 

tell )OU how it went off. vVe were 
married you know, at St. Clements,\ be

cause Wickham 's lodgings were 1in. th-u~ 
parish. 
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parish. Andb was settled that we should 
all be there by eleven o"clock. My 
uncle and aunt and I were to go to
gether ; and the others were to meet 

.us at ihe church. \Vell, Monday mor
ning came, and I was in such a fuss! I 
was s~ 'a"fraid you know that somet~ing 
would happen to put- it off, and then I 
should have gone quite distracted. And 
there was my aunt, all the ti_me I was 
dressing, preaching and talking away 
just as if' s~e was reading a sermon. 
However, I dicf not hear above one word 
in ten, for I w::ts thinking, you may sup· 
pose, of my ciear Wickham. I longed. 
to know whether he would be married in 
his blue coat. 

Well, and so we breakfasted at ten .as 
usual; I thought it would never.~e over; 
for, by the bye, you are to. understand, 
that my uncle and aunt were horrid un
pl~sant all the 'time I was with them. 
:.lf ~u·n believe mp, I did nqt on® put 

my 
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my loot out of doors, thou~h I was there 
afortnight. Not one party, or scheme, 
or any thing. To be sure London was 
rather thin, but however the little Thea
tre was open. Well, and so just-as the 
carriage came to the door, my ~le was 
called away upon business to that 1horrid 
man Mr. Stone. Aud then, you know, 
when once they get together, there is no 
end of it. Well, I was so frightened I 
did not know what to do, for my uncl~ 
was to give me away ; and if we were 
beyond the hour, we could not be mar
ried all day. Bot, lllckily, he came back 
again in ten minutes time, and then we 
all set out. However, I recollected 
afterwards, that if he had been prevented 
going, "the wedding need not be put off, 
for Mr. •Darcy might ha.,.done as well." 

" Mr. Darof I'' repeated Elizabeth, 
in utter ama.qment. 

" Oh, ~ti!-he was to £Om4' tli~re 
with Wickham; Y°"' know. Bot~i;m. 

cious 
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cious me! I ~ite forgot! I ought-not to 
have said a word about it. I promised'i 
them so faithfully! What will Wick·' 
ham say? It was to be such a secret!" . 
·C" If •t was to be secret," said Jane,: 
: say 110~. another word on the subject. 
You llfay depend upon my seeking no 
further." 

" Oh ! certainly," said Elizabeth, 
though burning with curiosity ; " we 
will ask you no questions." 

" Thank you,'' said Lydia, '' for if you 
did, I should certainly tell you all, and 
then Wickham would be angry.'' 

On such encouragement to ask, Eli
zabeth was forced to put it out of her 
power, by running away. 

But to live in ignorance·.bn ·such a 
point was impossihle ;· 01' at lea&t if ·.was 
impossible not· io try for iDformation. 
Mr. Darcy had been at " ·her. .eister's 
we~ing .. :It waa,exactly a ~ne,'·and 
e·/ ~ amomr De&Dle.·. wherai Ile l\ad if>' 

parently 
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parently least to do, and le\st temptation 
to go. Con,Jectures as to the meaning 
of it, rapid and wild, hurried into her 
brain ; but she wa<> satisfied with none. 
Those that best pleased her, as.placing 
his conduct in the noblest light, seemed 
most improbable. She collll-nnt bear 
such snspense ; and hastily seizing a 
sheet of paper, wrote a short letter to her 
aunt, to request an explanation of what 

Lydia had dropt, if it were compatible 
with the secrecy which had been in
tended. 

" You may readily comprehend,'' she 
added, " what my curiosity must be to 
know how a perM>n unconnected with 
any of us, and (comparatively i.peal,i11g) 
a stranger to our family, should have 
been amongst you at s.uch a time. Pray 
write instantly, and let me understand 
it- unless. it is, for very cogent reasons, 
to remain in the secrecy which ~ydia 
seems to think neq!&sa1y ; and ~r'·'- ·1 

~ious 
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must cndea\our to be satisfied with ig· 
norance. •' 

" Not that I shall though," she added 
to herself, as she finished the letter; 
"amt my dear aunt, if you do not tell 
me in an honourable manner, I shall 
cert:lij1ly be reduced to tricks and stra
tagems to find it out." 

Jane's ddicate sense of honour would 
not allow her to speak to Elizabeth pri
vately of what Lydia had let fall ; Eliza· 
beth w•"glad-ofit ;-till it appeared whe
ther her inquiries would receive any sa
tisfaction, she had rather be without a 
confidante. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER X. 

ELIZABETH had the satisfaction of re-· 
ceiviug an answer to her letter, as~soon 
as she possibly could. She -~as no 
sooner in possession of it; than hurrying 
into the little copse, where she was least 
likely to be interrupted, she sat down on 
one of the benches, and 11repared to be 
happy ; for the length of the le~ter con
vinced her, that it did not contain a de-
nial. ' 

" Gracechurch-street, Sept. 6. 

" MY DEAR NIECE, 

" I hare just received your letter, and 
shall devote this '·' hol'e morning to 
answering it, as I foresee that a little 
writing will not comprise whaL I have to 

~ 

tell you. I nrnst confess myself sur· 
prised by your application; I clid not cx

_pect it from you. Don't thi11kj)· me 
angry, however, for I vnly mean ·J~t 

" • I 

you 
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) ou know),that I had not imagined such . 
enquiries to be necessary on your side. If . 
you do not choose to understand me, 
forgive my impertinence. Y cur uncle 
is qs much surprised as I am-and 
nothing bnt the belief of your being a 
parf.y 'concerned, . would have allowed 
him to act as he has <lone. But if you 
;ire really innocent and ·ignorant, I must 
be more explicit. On the very day of 
my corning home from Longbourn, your_ 
uncle had •a most \mexpected visit<W. 
Mr. Darcy cttlle<1, and was shut up with 
him srvera1 hours. It was all over be
fore I arrived ; so my curic>sity was not 
so dreadfully rncked as !JOU1"0s seems to 
have been. He came to tdl .l\'.lr. Gardi
ner that he h:ul fouud out where your 
sister ancl .Mr. \Vickham were, and that 
he had sceu ~1ml tall,c;;<l with them both, 
\Vickham repeatedly, Lydia one!.!. hom 
what I can colkrt, he left Derbyshire 

Y!1!y one clay 11Jtcr oursel\'es, and came 
to 
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to town with the resolution .:>f hunting 
for them. The motive professed, was 
his conviction of its being owing 
to himself that Wickham's worth
lessness had not been so well k n9wn, 
as to make it impossible for any young 
woman of character, to love or con
fide in him. He generously imputed 
the whole to his mistaken pride, and con
fessed that he had before thought it be
neath him, to lay his private actions 
open to the world. His clHiracter was 
to speak for itself. He called it, there
fore, his duty to step forward, and endea
vour to remedy an evil, which had been 
brought on by himself. If he had another 
motive, I am sure it would never disgrace 
him. He had been some days in town, 
before he was able to discover them ; ... 
but he had something to direct his 
search, which was more than we had; 
and the consciousness of this, was another 
reason for his resolving•. to follow ,us. 

'!\1ere 
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' There isa bdy, it seems, a Mrs. Younge, 
who was some time ago governess to 
Miss Darcy, and was dismissed from her 
charge on some cause of disapprobation, 
thm1gh he did not say what. She then 
took a large house in E.dward·street, and 
has'.sin'ce maintained herself by letting 
lodgings. This l\tlrs. Younge was, he 
knew, intimately acquainted with Wick
ham ; and he went t.o her for intelligence 
of him, as soon as he got to town. But 
it was two br three days before he cotlld . 
get from het what he wanted. She 
~ould not betray her tr'i1st, I suppose, 
without bribery and corruption, for she 
really drd kno,~· where her friend was to . 
to be found. Wickham indeed had gone' 
to her, on their first arrival in London, 
and had she been able to receive them 
into her house, they would have taken 
up their abode with her. At length, 
however, our kind friend procured
tJ.ie wished-f~r direction. They were 

• 
in 
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in --- street. He saw ~Wick.ham, 
and afterwards insisted on sering Lydia. 
His first object with her, he acknow
ledged, had been to persuade her to 
quit her present disgraceful &ituation, 
and return to her friends as soon as they 

could be prevailed on to receive cher, 
offering his assistance, ns far tls it would 

go. But he found Lydia absolutely re~ 
salved on remaining where she was. She 

cared for none of her friends, she wanted 

no help of his, she would 'not hear of 

Jeaving Wick~am. She was Sllre they 
should be married some time or other, 

and it did not much signify when. 

Since such were her feelings, it only re
mained, he thought, to secure and expe

ditea marriage, which, in his very first con

versation with Wickham, he easily learnt, 
had never been his design. He con
fessed himself obliged to leave the regi
ment, on account of some debls of ho
llOur, which were very '-!~ressing ; a11d 

· ;.;..;iplccl 
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scrupled n':>t to lay all the ill-conse
quences of Lydia's flight, on her own 
folly alone. He meant to resign his 
commission immediately ; m1cl as to his 
future situation, he could conjecture 
very little about it. He ~ust go some
wh'\;re; but he did not know where, and 
he knew he should have nothing to live 
on. Mr. Darcy asked him why he had 
not married your sister at on~. 1 hough 
Mr. Bennet was not imagined to be very 
rich, he would have been able to do 
something for him, and his situation 
must have been benefited by marriage. 
But he found, in reply to this question, 
that Wickham still cherished the hope 

of more effectually making his fort~ne by. 
marriage, in some other country. Under 
such circmnstauces, however, he was ·not 
likely to be proof against the temptation 
of immediate relief. They met several 
times, for there was much to be dis

_cussed. W,ickham of course wanted 
more 
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more than he cou1d get; but a't length wa~ 
reduced to be reasonable. Every thing 
being settled between them, Mr. Dar· 
cy's next step was to make your uncle 
acquainted with it, and he first call~d in 
Gracechurch-street the eveuing before I 
came home. But Mr. Gardiner c,;iu]d 

not be seen, and Mr. Darcy faun~, on 
farther enquiry, that your father was 
still with. him, but would quit town the 
next morning. He did not judge your 
father to be a person whom ke could so 
properly consult as your uncle-, and 
therefore readily postponed seeing him, 
till after the departure of the former. 
He did not leave his name, and till the 
next day, it was only known that a gen
tleman had called on business. On Sa· 
turday he came again. Your father was 
gone, your uncle at home, 1tnd, as I said 
before, they had a great deal of talk to
gether. They met again on Swncby, 
and then I saw him too. ~t was not nl! 

_ ~- - .JS.t;lcd· 
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settled befo~e Monday: as soon as it was, 

the express ~\'as sent off to Longbourn. 

But our visitor was very obstinate. I 

fancy, Lizzy, that obstinacy is the real. 
deft ct of his character after all. He has 
been 'accused of many faults at different 

timq ; but tliis is the true one. Nothing 

was to be done that he did not do him

self; though I am sure (an<l I <lo not 

speak it to be thanked, therefore say. 

nothing about it,) your uncle would 

most readi1i have settled the whole. 

They batd~cl it together for a long time, 

which was more than either the gentle

man or lady concerned in it deserved. 

But at last your und~ w«s forced to 

yidd, and instead of being allowed to be 

of use to his niece, was forct:d to put Dp 
with only ha\•ing the probable credit of 

it, which went sorely again~t 1 Le grain;. 
and I really believe your letter this 

morning gave him great pleasure, be

cause it requ\red an explanation that 
- ' r 3 would 
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would rob him of his borro~ed feathers, 
and give the praise where it was due. 
But, Lizz,r, this must go no farther than 
yourself, or Jane at most. You know 
pretty well, I suppose, what has. been 
done for the young· people. His debts 
are to be paid, amounting, I bc'Jie.fe, to' 

considerably more than a thousand 
pounds, another thousand in addition to 

her own settled upon her, and his com

mission purchased. The reason why 
all this was to be done by him alone, 
was such as I have given ~~ove. It was 

owing to him, to his reserve, and want of 
proper consideration, that Wickham's 
character hatl been so mism1derstood, 
and consequently that he had been re

ceived and not.iced as he was. Perhaps 
there was some truth in th~; though I 

'doubt whether his reserve, or an_ybody's 
reserve, can be answerable for the event. 
But in spite of all this fine talking, my 
dear Lizzy, you may rest ptrfectl y assured, 

'that 
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that your 'uncle would never have 
yielded, if ~e had not given him credit 
for another interest in the affair. When 
all this was resolved on, he returned 
again to his friends, who were still staying 
at Pcmberley ; but it was agreed that he 
shm\ld ·be in London once more when 
the wedding took place, and all money 
matters were then to receive the last 
finish. I believe I have now .told you 
every thing. It is a relation which you 
tell me is tQ give you great surprise ; I 

hope at least. it will not dford you any 
displeasure. Lydia came to us ; ancl 
Wickham had constant admission to the 
house. Ile was exactly what he had 
been, when I knew him in Hertford

shire ; but I would not tell you how little 
I was· r:atisficd with lier behavjour whil.e 
she stnid with us, if I had not perceived, 
by Jane's letter last -Wednesday, that 

her conduct on coming home was exactly 
of a piece witb it, and therefore what I 

110\T 
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now tell you, can gi,-e you ~o fresh pain. 
I talked to her repeatedly in the most se
rious manner, representing to her all the 
wickedness of what she had done, and 
all the u11happine11s she had brought on 

her family. If she heard me, it was by 
good luck, for I am sure she· c.li{I not 
listen. I was sometimes quite provoked, 
but then I recollected my dear Elizabeth 

and Jane, and for their sakes had pa
tience with her. Mr. Darey wa~ punc
tual in his return, and as L)u.lia informed 
you, attended the wedding. He dined 
with us the next day, and was to leave 
town again on Wednesday or Thursday. 
Will you be n~ry angry with me, my 
clear Lizzy, if I take this opportunity of 
saying (what I was never bold enough to 

ioay before) how much I like him. His 
behaviour to us has, in elery respect, 
been as pleasing as when we were in 
Derbyshire. His undcrstanc.ling and opi · 

nions all please me ; he )Vants nothing 
I btr, 
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but a little 'more liveliness, and tliat, if he 
• 

marry prudently, his wife may teach him. 

I thought him very sly ;-he hardly ever 

mentioned your name. But slyness 

seems the fashion. Pray forgive me, if 
I have been very prcsnming, or at least 

do 'pot: punish me so far, as to exclude 
me from P I shall never be quite 

happy till I have been all round the 

park. A low phroton, with a nice little 

pair of ponies, would be the very thing. 

But I must write no more. The chil

dre~ have .been wanting me this half 
hour. Your's, very sincerely, 

"M. GARDL\.ER." 

The contents of this letter threw Eli

zabeth into a flutter of spirits, in which 

it wa;l dtfficul t to determine whether 

pleasure or pain bore the greatest share. 

The vagne and unsettled suspicions 

which uncertainty had produced of what 

Mr. Darcy n1ight have been doing to 

forward 
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forward her sister's match, wl;ich she had 

feared to encourage, as an exertion of 

goodness too great to be probable, and at 

the same time dreaded to be just, from 

the pain of obligation, were prove~ be

yond their greatest extent to be true ! 
He had followed them purposely to tQ\vn, 

he hacl taken on himself all the trouble 

and mortification attendant on such a 
research; in which supplication had 

been necessary to a woman whom he 

must abominate and despise, .. and where 

he was reduced to meet, frequently meet, 

reason with, persuade, and finally bribe, 

the man \\horn he always most wished 

to avoid, and whose very name it was 

punishment lo him to pronounce. He 

had done all this for a girl. whom he 
could neither regard nor es~em. Her 

heart did \Vhispel', that he had done it 
for her. ' But it was a hope shortly 

checked Ly other considerations, and 

she soon felt that even her vanity was 

ins,1fficitnt1
;· 
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insufficient,. when required to depend on 

his affection for her, for a woman who 

had a1ready refosed him, as able to over

come a sentiment so natural as abhor

rence against relationship with \.Vick
ham. Brother in law of Wickham! 

Eve;y Rind of pride must revolt from 

the connection. He had to be sure done 
much. She was ashamed to think how 

much. But he had given a reason for 
his interference, which asked no extra

ordinary shetch of belief. l t was rea

sonable thatohe should feel he had been 

wrong ; he had libcral.ity, and he had 

the means of exercising .it ; and though 

she would not place herself as his prin

cipal inducement, she could, perhaps, 

believe, that remaining partiality for her, 

might assist his endeavours in a cause 

where her peace of mind must be mate

rially concerned. It was painful, exceed~ 

ingly painful, to know that they were 

'}nd~~ ob)igati.cms to a person who could 
never 
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never receive a return. They owed 

the restoration of Lydia, her character, 

every thing to him. Oh ! how heartily 

did she grieve over every ungracious 

sensation she had ever encouraged, 

every saucy speech she had ever directed 
towards him. For herself slie wrts hum

bled; but she was proud of him: Proud 
that in a cause of comp,1ssion and honour, 

he had be.·n able to get the better of 

himself. She read o\'er.her aunt's com

mendation of him again and 4\gain. Jt was 

hardly enough; but it pleased her. She 

was even sensibl~ of some pleasure, though 

mixed with regret, on finding how sted
faslly bu; h she and her uncle had been 

persuaded that affrcLion a11~l co11fi<lcm:c 

subsisted between ~Ir. Darcy and her

self. .. 
She was roused from her seat, and her 

reflections, by some one's approach ; and_ 
before she could strike into another path, 

she was overtaken by Wic~ham. 
""J 
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"I am afrQid I interrupt yom· solitary 
ramble, my dear sister?•' said he, as he 
joined her. 

" You certainly Jo," she replied with 

a smile ; " bnt it does nut follow that the 
interruption must be unwelcome." . . 

"I.should be sorry indeed, if it were. 

We were always good friends; and now 
we are better." 

,. True. Are the others coming out;:·· 

" Iclo not know. Mrs. Bennet and 
Lydia are going in the carriage to J\i"lery
ton. And so:my dear sister, I find from 
om· uncle and aunt, that you have 

actually seen Pemberley.'' 
She replied in the affirmative. 

" I almost envy you the pleasnre, and 
yet I believe it would be too much fo1· 
me, or else I fl:ould take it in my way to 

Newcastle. And you saw the oi<I house
keeper, I suppose ? Poor Heynolds, she 
was always very fond of me. But of 

coprs~. Jhe, did not mention my name to 
~ ,.. y 

yv11. es. 
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" Yes, she did." 
" And what did she say ?" 
"That ytm were gone into the army, 

and she was afraid had-not turned out 
well. At such a distance as that, you 
know, things are strangely misrepre-
sented." ' 

" Certainly," he replied, biting his 
lips. Elizabeth hoped she had silenced 
him ; but he soon afterwards said, 

" I was surprised to see Darcy in 
town last month. We passed each other 
several times. I wonder.what he can be 
doing there.'' 

" Perhaps pr('paring for his marriage 
with Miss de Bourgh,'' said Elizabeth. 
It must be something particular, to take 
him there at this time of year." 

" Undoubtedly. Did JOU see him 
while you were at Lambton? I thought 
I understood from the Gardiners that 
you had." 

" Yes; he introduced us to hi" sister.'' 
" And do you lik,e her ?" I f; v~,y· 
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cc Very mu.i::h." 

,, r have heard, indeed, that she is 
uncommonly improved within this year 

or two. Wl1e11 I last saw her, she was 

llOt very prom1smg. I am very glad 

yon liked her. I hope she will turn out . . 
well."• 

" I dare say she will ; she has got over 

the most trying age." 
• 

0
" Did you go by the village of 

Kympton ?" 
" I do not-recollect that W<' did." 

" I mentimt it, became it is the living 

which I ought to have had.• A most 

delightful place! Excellent Parsonage 

House! It woulcl have suited me in 

every respect." 

" How should you have liked making 
sermons?" 

" Exceedingly well. I should have 

considered it' as part of my duty, and the 

exertion would soon have been nothing. 

O.ne :.ught not to repine ;-but, to be 
sure, 
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sure, it would have been sur.h a thing for
me I The quiet, the retirement of such 

a life, would have answered all my ideas 
of happiness ! But it was not to be. 
Did you ever hear Darcy mention the 

circumstance, when you were in Kent?' 

" I luwe heard from authority, ·which 
I thought as good, that it was left yon 
conditionally only, and at the will of the 

present patron." 

" You have. Y cs, there was some
thing in tlzat ; I told you ·•so from the 
first, you may remcmber.v 

" J did hear, too, that there was a time, 
when sermon-making was not so palatc
able to you, as it seem<> to b at prc~enl; 
that you actually declared your rc:;olu

tion of nercr taking orclers, aud thac 
the businrss had been co~romised ac-
cordingly .. , . 

'' You did! and it was not wholly 
without foundation. You may remem

ber what I told you on that pqint~ when 
first we talked of it." · · Thty 
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They were pow almost at the door of 
the house, for she had walked fast to get 
rid of him; and unwilling, for her sis
ter's sake, to provoke him, she only said 
.ft reply, with a good-humoured smile, 

....,., Come, Mr. Wickham, we are bro
ther ai~d ~ister, .you know. Do not let 
us quarrel about the past. In future, I 
llOpe we shall be always of one mind.'' 

She held out lier hand ; he kissed it 
with affectionate gallantry, though he 
hardly knew .bow to look, and they 
entered the hol4se. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

l\.'In. Wickham was so perfectly satis. 
fied with this conversation, that he never 
again distressed himself, or provoked his 
dear sister Elizabeth, by introduci,ng the 

subject of it ; and she was pleased to 
find that she had said enough to keep 
him quiet. 

The clay of his and Lydia's departure 
soon came, and Mrs. Ben.net was forced 
to submit to a separatior., which, as her 

. husband by no means entered into her 
&che0me of their all going to Newcastle, 
was likely to continue at least a t\.velve
month. 

" Oh! my dear Lydia,"' she cried, 
"when shaa we meet ~ain ?1' 

"'Oh, lord! I don't know. Not these 

two or three years perhaps." 
"Write to me very often, my dear." 
"As often as I can. Uut you know 

mar;aed-
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married wom~n have never much time 
fo1· writing. My sisters may write to 
me. They will have nothing else to do." 

Mr. Wickham's adieu~ were much 
J!!ore affectionate than his wife'~. He 
s:ti'iled, looked handsome, and said many 
pretty'.things. 

" He is as fine a fellow," said Mr. 
Bennet, as soon as they were out of the 
house, as ever [ saw. ''He simpers, and 

.smirks, and makes love to us all. I am 
prodigiously proud of him. I' defy even 

, Sir William Lucas himself, to prodltce a 
more valuable son-in-law." 

The loss of her daughter made Mrs. 
Bennet very dull for several days. 

" I often think," said she " that there 
is nothing so bad as parting with one's 
friends. One seems so forlorn without 
them." 

" This is the consequence you see, 
Madam, of marrying a daughter," said 

Elizabeth. 
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Elizabeth. " It must make you better 
satisfied that your other four are single." 

" It is no such thing. Lydia does not 
leave me because she is married ; but 
only because her husband's regimen~ 
happens to be so far off. If _that had 
been nearer, she would not have gDne so 
soon.'' 

But the spiritless condition which this 
event threw her into, was shortly re
lieve_d, and her mind opened again to the 
agitation of hope, by an adicle of news, 
which then began to ba in cireulation. 
-The housekeeper at Netherfield had 
received orders to prepare for the arrival 
of her master, who was coming down in 
a day or two, to shoot then~ for several 
weeks. Mrs. Bennet was quite in the 
fidgets. She looked at Jane, and smiled, 
and shook her head by tu~s. 

"Well, well, and so Mr.Bingley is 
coming down, sister," (for Mrs. Phillips 
first brought her the news.) ".Well, so 

m'nch 
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much the better. Not that I care about 
it, though. He is nothing to us, you: 
know, and I am sure I never want to see 
him again. But, however, he is very 
'\\(elcome to come to Netherfield, if he -""' likes it. And who knows what may 

• 
happen .• ? But that is nothing to us. 
You know, sister, we- agreed long aget 
never to mention a word about it. And 
so1 is it qllitc certain he is coming?'' 

"Yoq :~Y depend on it," replied the 
other, ii for Mrs. Nicholls was in Mery
'tqn last night ;,!'saw her passing by, uncl 
went ollt mys-el( on purprnie to know the 
truth of jt; and she told me that it was 
certain true. He comes duwn on Thurs
day at the latest, very likely on W cdnes
day. She was going to the butcher's, 
ahe told me, on purpose to order in some 
more me.it on \V cdncsday, and she has 
got three couple of <lucks, ju:>t fit to be 
killed." 

Mis; Bennet had J.10t been able to 
YOL. HI. 1C • heai· 
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of his coming, without chr.nging colour. 
It was many months since she had men
tioned his name to Elizabeth; but now, 
as soon as they were alone together, she 
said, _. .. _ 

'- , 
" I saw you look at me to day, .Lizzy, 

when my aunt told us of the'pre&ent 
report; and I know I appeared distressed. 
But don•t imagif!e it was from any ~illy 
cause. I was only confused for the mo
ment, because I felt that I sliould be 
looked at. I do assure .. you, that the 
news does not affect me either wit!. 
pleasure or pain. I am glad of one thing, 
that he comes alone ; because we shall 
see the less of him. Not that I am afraid 
of myself, but I <lrero.d other people's 
remarks." 

Elizabeth did not know what to make 
of it. Had she not seen him in Derby
shire, she might have supposed him 
capable of coming there, with no other 
view than what wa" acknowledgcc! ; but .. 

she 
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she still thought him partial to Jane, and 
she wavered as to the greater probRhility 
of his coming there with his friend's 
permission, or being bold enough to come 
~!~,put it. 

' . ''°Y 6\t it is hard," she sometimes 
thought~ " that this poor man cannot 
come to a house, :which he has. lega'Jy 
hired, without raising all this specula
tion ! I will leave him to himself.'' 

In J.Pi~e . of ~vhat her sister declared, 
'S/nd 1'1lly believ11d to be her feelings, in 
f-i1e expectation of his arrival, Elizabeth 
could easily perceive that her spirits were 
affected by it. They were more dis
turbed, more unequal, than she had often 
seen them. 

The subject which had been so warmly 
canvassed between their parents, about 
a twelvemonth ago, ~as now brought 
forward again. 

" As soon as ever Mr. Bingley comes, 
K~ my 
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my dear,'' said Mrs. Bennet, "you will 
wait on him of course." 

" No, no. You forced me into 
visiting him last year, ond promised if I 

went to sec him, he should marry o~~ ?f 
my daughters. •But it ended in np~.J,ing, 
and I will not be sent ou a fool"t, errand 
... . " gam. 

His wife represented to him how l!bso
lutely necessary such an attention would 
be from all the neighbouring gentl~men, 
on his returning to Nelherfield •• 

"'Tis an eti<1uettc I despise,'' sai<l hr.. 
If he wants our soci61ty, Jet him seek 
it. He knows where we live. I will 
not spend my hours in running after 
my neighbours every time they go away, 
and come back again." 
, ''Well, all l know is. that it wiil be 

abominably rude if yon do not wait on 
him. But, however, that shan't prevent 
my asking him to dine here, I am deter

mined. We must have Mrs. J,01~g an<l 
the 
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the Gouldings soon. That will make 
thirteen with oul'selves, so there will be 
just room at table for him." 

Consoled by this resolution, she was 

•• .. ~~tter able to bear her husbancl's in
civ1rny,; though it was very mor! i t)'ing to 
know t'1at her neighbours might all see 
Mr. Bingley in conseguence ofit. before 

the:~· did. As the day of his arrival drew 
near, 

" I begin to be sorry that he comes at 
t,., all," said Jane to her sister. " It would 
'1'e nothing; I· ~ould see him with per· 
feet indifference, but I can hardly bear to 
hear it thus perpetually talked of. My 
mother means well; bnt she does uot 
know, no one can know how mud1 I suf. 
'fer from what she says. Happy shall I 
be, when his stay at Netherfield is 
over!" 

" I wish I could say :my thing to com
fort you," replied Eliz·1beth ; , " but it 

is wholly out·of m:.i power. You must 
foel 
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feel it ; and the usual ~atisfaction of 
preaching patience to a sufferer is de· 

nied me, because you have always so 
innch." 

l\tlr. Bingley arrived. Mrs. Ben!}_e.t,._ 
through the assistance of servauts,.Jeon· 
trive,l to have the cal'liest tiding-& of it 1 

that the period of anxiety and fretfulness 
on her side, might be as long as it could. 
She counted the days that must.inter. 

vene before their invitation could be 
1ent; hopeless of seeing him before. 
But on the third morning after his arrival 
in Hertfordshire, she saw him from her 

dressing-room window, enter the pad
dock, and ride towards the house. 

Her daughters were eagerly called to 

partake of her joy. Jane resolutely kept 
her place at the table ;,.but Elizabeth, 
to satisfy her mother, went to the win
dow-she ·1ooked,-she saw Mr. Darcy 

with him, and sat down again by her 

sister. 

''There 
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"There is a.gerftlcman with him, mam
ma," said Kitty ; " \l\ ho can it be?" 

" Some acquaintance or other, my 
clear, I c;uppose; I am sure I do not 
know." 
~a !" replied Kitty, "it looks just 

like that man that used to be with him 
before. M1·. what's his name. That tall,· 
proud man.'' 

''Good gracious! Mr. Darcy !-and 
so it does I vow •• Well, any friend of 
Mr. Dingley's-Will always be welcome here 
.to be sure i hlft else I must say that I 
hate the very sight of him." 

Jane looked at Elizabeth with surprise 
and concern. She knew but little of 
their meeting in Derbyshire, and there
fore felt for the awkwardness which 
must attend her sister, in seeing him al
most for the first time after recei\·ing his 
explanatory letter. Both sisters were 
uncomfortable enough. Each felt for 
thc_other. and of course for themselves; 

and. 
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and their mother talk~d on, of her dis· 
like of l\tir. Darcy, and her resolution to 
be civil to him on1y as Mr. Binglcy's 
friend, wittlout being heard by either of 
them. Bnt Elizabeth had somces _ _,.g(. 
unca~iness which could not be sus:v~~ed 
by Jane, to whom she had never yd had 
courage to shew lVlrs. Gardiner's letter, 
or to relate her own change of sentiment 
towards him. To Jane, he could b<; 
only a man whose pr.oposals sh~ had re
fused, and whose merit slfe h~d under
valued ; but to her own more extensive 
information, he was the person, to whom 
the whole family were indebted for the 
first of benefits, and whom she regarded 
herself with an interest: if not quite 10 

tender, at least as reasonable and just, 
as what Jane felt for,.Bingley. Her 
astonishment at his coming-at his com
ing to ~ etherfield, to Longbou1n, and 
volunm1·!ly seeking her again, was almost 

equal to what she had known on first 
witnessing 
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'wi~nessing !!is.~ behaviour in Derby-
shire. . 

The colour which had been driven 

from her face, n'turnccl for half a minute 
with an atl<litimrnl glow. and a smile of 
<~t acl<led lustre lo her eyts. ns she 
thought for thnt space of time, thn.t his 

• 
affection and wishes must still be un-. 
shaken. But she would not be sec:ure. 

· '' Lt't me first see ..how he bel.avcs," 
said she ; ,, it will then be early enough 
for t:xpeptatiop:' . 

She sat ioteutly at work, striving to 
"be composed, and wit hot'1t daring to lift 

up her eyes, ti.U anxious curiosity carried 
them to the face of her sister, as the ser
vant was approaching the door. Jane 
looked a little paler than · usual, but 
more sedate than Eliz .. abeth had e.xpcct-. 

ed. _On the gentlemen's appearing, her. 
colour increased; yet she recch·ed them 
with tolerable ease, and with a propriety 

of tehnviour equally free from any symp-. 
"K 3 to1ri 
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tom t>f resentment, u1;;~?.1. ~nnecessary 
complaisance. . 

Elizabeth said as little to either as 
civility would allow, and sat down again 
to her work, with an eagerness which ·it 
did not often command. She had vc)'~ 

rf''f"r 

turcd only one glance at Darcy. He 
" looked serious as usual; and she thought, 

more as he had been used to look in 
Hertfordshire, than ai she had seen him 
at Pemberley. But, perhaps he coultl 
not in her mother's presen~e be- what he 
was before her uncle and ~unt~ It was 
a painful, but nvt an improbable, con
jecture. 

Bingley, she hall likewise seen for an 
instant, and in that short period saw him 
looking both pleased an<l embarras~ed. 
He was rereived by Mrs. Bennet with 
a degree of civility, w~ch made . her 
two daughters ashamed, especially when 
l"Ontrastcd with the cold and ceremoni

ous politeness of her curtsey ma cl address 
te> his friend. E'!i-
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· Elizabe~~larly, wl1o knew that 
her mother owed to the latter the pre
servation of her favourite <laughter from 
immediable infamy, was hurt and dis
tressed to a most painful degree by a dis
~tion so ill applied . .... :'\ 

Da;cy, after enquiring of her how 
Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner did, a questiol}ir.. 
which she could not answer without con
fusion, said .scarcely any thing. He was 
not seated by· her ; perhaps that was the 
reason of his~ilence ; but it had not been 
so in Derbyshi.re. There he had talked 
to he• friends, when he could not to 
herself. But now several minates 
t'lapsed, without bringing the sound of 
his voice; and when occasionally, unabie 
to resist the impulse of curiosity, she
rai~erl her eyes to his face, she as often 
found him looking at Jane, as at her
self, and frequently on no ohject but the 
ground. More thoughtfulness, and less. 
anxiety to please than when they lai.t 

• met,. 
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~et, were plainly expN~~!.~ • She was 
disappointed, and angry with herselrfor 
being so. 
· · " Coul_d I expect it to be otherwise!" 
uid she. " Yet why did he come?" 

She was in no humour for~conver{.,...

tion with any one but himself; a;f to 
liim she had hardly courage to speak. 

She enquired after his sister, but CQU}p 
do no more. 

" It is a long time, Mr. Bingley, since 
you went away,'' said Mrs.cBeonet. 

He readily agreed to it .. 

" I began to be afraid you woul<l never 
come back again. People did say, you 
meant to quit the place entirely at Mi
chaelmas ; but, however, I hope it is not 
true. A great many changes have ha·p
pened in the neighbourhood, since you .. 
went away. Miss Lucas is married and 
settled. And one of my own daughters. 
I suppose you h:.we heard of it; indeed, 

you must have seen it in the papers. 
: It 
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It was in~es and the Courier, I 
know; though it was not put in as it 
ought to be. It was only said, 'L1tely, 
George \Vickham, Esq. to Miss Lydi.a 
Bennet,' without there being a syllable 
':~~I of he~r father, or the pJace where she 
lived. or any thing. It was my brother 
Gardiner's drawing up too, and I wonder'·. 
~ow he came to make such an awkward 
bllsiness of it. Did you see it?" 

Bingley replied that he tlid, and made 
his congratulations. Elizabeth dared 
not lift up her eyes. How J\fr. Darcy 
lookecl, therefore, she could not tell. 

''It is a delightful. thing, to be sure, 
to have a daughter well married," con
tinued her mother; "but at the sall:ie 
time, Mr. Bingley, it is very hard to have 
her taken•such a wa.y from me. They 

_are gone down to Newcastle, a -place 
quite northward, it seems, and there they 
are to stay, I do not know how long. 
His regiment is there; for I suppose you 

• have 
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have heard of his leavin~-tP,P: --shire; 
and of his lwiug gone into the regulars. 
Thank Heaven ! he has some frie:ids, 
though perhaps not so many as he de
serves." 

Elizabeth, who knew thi.:; to he Jevellt1i-! · 
~· 

at l\·lr. Darcy, was in such misery of 
·shame, that she could hardly keep her 

seat. It drew from her, howc\.'er, the· 
exertion· of speaking, "hi ch nothing else· 

had so effoctually done before; and she 
asked Bingley, whether he meant to 

make any !'!lay in the conn<.ry at present· . 

• A few weeks, he believed. 

" \'Vhcn you have killed nil yollr own 
birds, Mr. Bingley," said her mother, ''I' 
beg you will come here, arid shoot as 
rnany as you please, on Mr. Bennet"s 

manor. I am sure h~ will• be rnstly 
h·:ppy to oblige you, and will save all the 
best of the covies for you •. , 

Elizabeth's misery increaseq, at such 
unnecessary, such officious attention! 

'\V ... 1:e 
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Were thE1,~~~1Cir propcct to arise at 
present, as had fiattert'd •hem a year ago, 
every th~ng, she was persuaded, WC7ulr1 
be hastC'ntng to the same vexatious con
clusion. At that ini.lant slie folt, that 
.;~nrs of happiness could nut.mdke Jane 

'""'- .. 
or heiself amends, for mom~nts of such 
painful, C'onfosion. .. 

"The first wish of my heart," said 
she to hen;;l'lf, ''is n~vcr more to be i11 

company witll either of them. Their 
soc.ety can afford no pleaburc, that will 
alone for SLHth wretchedness as this!' 
Let me never see e1the1· one or the olher 
ag:m !' 

Yet the mi:-ery, for which years of 
happine~s were to offer no compensation, 
rccci~cd soon ~.ti•·rwards material relief, 
from ubstn ing how much the beauty of 

her 1>i1>ter rc-kinclled the admiration of 
her fu1 mer lover. \.\'hC'n fir&t he came 
in, he had spok.t>n t•1 her but little; but 
evcr,Y five minutes seemed to be giving 

her 
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her more of his atte1~i) ... 1r.i,. ,,.:..He found 
•?.,. . 

her as handsome as she nad been last 
ye.ai: ; as good natured, an<las unaffected, 
though not quite so chatty. Jane was 
anxious that no difference shoald be 
perceived in her at all, aml was rea!.l..,.v 
persuaded that she talked .as, muc}l- as 

"'1;Ver. Blat her mit1d was so busily en
gaged, that she did not always k?~ 
when she was silent. · ~ 

When the gentlemen ros'6 ;~o go away; 
ly.frs. Bennet was mind fol of~her intended 
civility, and they were in~ited a·nd en

gaged to dine at Longbourn in a few 
days time. 

" Y,)u are quite a visit in my debt, 
Mr. Bingley,'' she added, "for when you 
went to town last winter, you promitiecl 
to take a family dinner with us, as soon 
as you returned. l hav~ not forgot, you 
see ; and I assure you, I was very much 
disappointed that you did not come back 

and keep your engagement." 
Bing.ley 



c, .. l:og 
Bing1ef~~d a little silly at this 

reflection, and said something of his 
concern, at having been prevented °by 
bllsiness. They then went away. 

1.Vfrs. Bennet had been strongly in
clin<.>~l to nsk them to stav and dine . .. '" 

there~that day; but, though she always 
• 

kt;ipt a very good table, she did not 
t@~lt any thing less than two courses, 
coLild be good enough for a man, on 
whom she luid such anxious designs, or 
satisfy ~he ap~etite and pride of one who 
had ten thousand a-year. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

'.As soon as they were gone, Elizabeth 
walked out to recover her spirits; or io 
other wards, to dwell without interr~1p· 
tion vn those subjects that must dP'.lden 

lht'm more. Mr. Darcy's bclu.vioqr 
"'ostoni".he<I and \'cxe<l her. 

"Why, if he came only to be eil'ettt,. 
grave, and intlitferent," sai~ she, '' did 
he COffiC ftt all r I . ' 

· She could settle it in no way that gav<t 
her pf ea sure. · 

" He could be still amiable, still 
pleasing, to my uncle and aunt, '"hen 
he was in town ; and why not to me ? 
If he fear{J me, why come hither ? If he 
no longer cares for me, why silent ? 
Teazing, teazing, mallll I will think no 
more about him.'' 

Her resolution was for a short time 
involuntarily kept by the approach of her 

sister, who joined hrr with a cheerful 
l.Ook, 
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look, whrei-1~.e~ed her better satisheu 
with their visitors, than Elizabeth. 

" Now," said she, ''that this first 
mecliug is over, I feel perfectly easy. I 
know my own strength, and I shall 
11e·ve..r be embarrassed again by his coming. 
I nm•glad he <lines here on Tuesday. It 
will then be publicly seen, that on botn 
,aides, we meet only as common and in~ 
different acquaintau<'.e.'' 

u Yes, very• indifferent indeed," said 
Elizabeth, latighingly. " Oh, Jane, take 
care." • 

'' My dear Lizzy, you cannot think 
me so weak, as to be in danger now:• 

" I think yoll are ~n very great danger 
of making him as much in love with yol\ 
as ever." 

They did not see the gentlemen again 
till Tuesday ; and Mrs. Bennet, in the 
meanwhile, was giving way to all the 
happy schemes, wbich the good humour~ 

and 
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and common politeness 'b~ingley, in 
half an hour's visit, had reviveci. 

On Tuesday tht>re was a large party 
assembled at Longbomn ; and the two, 
who were most anxiomdy expected, to the 
credit of their punctuality as sportsmen, 
were in very good time. When "they 
repaired to the dining-room, Elizabeth 
eagerly watched to see wheth.er Bingley 
would take the place, which, in all theii' 
former parties, had bclonged'\6 him, by 
her sister. Her prndcnt mother, occu
pied by the same ideas, forbore to invite 
him to sit by herself. On entering the 
room, he seemed to hesitate ; but Jane 
happened to look rotmd, and happened 
to smile : it was decided. He placed 
himself by her. 

Elizabeth, with a trilllllphantsensation, 
looked towards his friend. He bore it 
with noble indifference. and she would 
have imagined that Bingley had recei\'ed 
his sanction to be ha!Jpy, had she not 

seen 
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' seen his ·.ey..is.. likewise turne<l towards 
Mr. Darcy. with an cxFression of half-
1aughing alarm. 

Uis behaviour to her sister was such, 
during dinuer time, as shewed an admi
ration ~f her, which, though more 
guareied than formerly, persuaded Eliza
beth, that if left wholly to himse!r, 
J(lne's happiness, aud his own, would be 
speeclily ~~@red. . Though she dared 
not depenf:f,pon the consequence, she· 
yet re~iv~d i>leasure .from observing his 
obel11J,viour. It gave her all the anima
.tion that her spirits could boast ; for she 
was ie no cheerful humour .. Mr. Darcy 
was almost as far fro!n her, as the table 
could divide them. He was on one side 
of her mother. She knew how little 
such a situation would give pleasure to 
either, or make either appear to ad
vantage. She was not nenr enough to 
hear any of their discourse, but she could 

see 
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see how seldom they s1~ to each 
olher, and how formal and cold was 

·their manner, whenever they did. lier 
mother's ungraciousness, made the sense 
of what they owed him more painful to 
Elizabeth's mind ; and she would, · at 
times, have given any thing to be •privi
fog((l to tell him, that his kindness was 
neither unknown nor unfelt by ·the. 
whole of the family. i'2. 

Sh~ was in hopes that A. evening 
would afford some- opportuhity of bring· 
ing them togethel' ; lhat 'the whole ol" 
the vi11it would not pass away without 
enabling them to enter into something 
more of conversatio~, than the mere ce
remonious salutation attending his en
trance. Anxious and uneasy, the period 
which passed in the dra~ing-room, be
fore the gentlemen came, was wearisome 
and dull to a degree, that ulmost made 

her uncivil. She looked forward to their 
entranr.e, 
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entrance, Gs U1e point on whic.h all her 
chance ol plcasmc for the C\cnmg must 
depend. 

" If he does not come to me, then,'' 
said flhe, " I shall g1\c him up fur 
ever." 

Tl1e gentlemen cnme ; and she 
• 

thought he looked as if he would have 
answered her hopes; Lut, alas ! the la
dies had c1·owded round the table, where 
Miss Beurtt'!t was mal-.ing tra, and Eli
zabeth pouring out the coffee, in so 
close a confederacy, thnt there was not a 

• 
!tingle vacancy near hec, which woukl 
admit of a chair. And on the gentle
men's app1 oaching, .one of the ·girls 
moved closer to her than ever, and said, 
in a whisper, 

" The men shan't come and part us, 
l am determined. We want none of 
them ; do we ?" 

Daicy had walked 3\\ay to another 
part 
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part of the room. She followed him 
with her eyes, envied every one to whom 
h(i spoke, had scarcely patience enough 
to help anyLody to cofiee; and then 
was enraged against hersdf fo1· being so 
11illy ! 

'' A man who has once been refused! 
How could I ever be foolish enough to 
expect a renewal of his love ? Is there 
one among the sex, who would nqt pro
test against such a weaknes!f .. as a second 
proposal to the same woman? There 
is no indigi1ity so abhorrent to their 
feelings !" .., • 

She was a little revived, however, by 
his bringing back liis coffee cup himself; 
and she seized tbe opprJrtunity of saying, 

" Is )Our sister at Pemberley still ?" 
'' Y cs, !ihc will rewtain there till 

Christmas.'' 

'' And quite alone ? Have all her 
friends left her ?" 

"Mrs. 
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"Mrs. Aqnesley is with her. The 
others have been gone on to Scarbo
rough, these three weeks." 

She could think of nothing more to 
say ; but if he wished to converse with 
her,· he might have better success. He 
stood .by her, however, for some mi
uutcs, in silence; and, at last, on the· 
young lady's whispering to Elizabeth 
again, he walked away. 

When the tea-things were removed, 
and the card tables placed, the ladies all 
rose, and Elizal1eth was then hoping to 
be s'Jon joined by him, when all her 
views were overthrown, by seeing him 
fall a victim lo her mother's rapacity for . 
whist players, aud in a few moments 
after seated with the rest of the party. 
She now lost every expectJtion of plea
sure. They were confined for the even~ 
ing at different tables, and she had 

nothing to hope, but that his eyes were 
so often turned towards her side of the 

• • 
VOL. III. • r. • room, 
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room, as to make him play.as unsuccess
fully as herself. 

'J.VIrs. Bennet had designed to keep 
the two Netherfield gentlemen to sup· 
per; but their carriage was unluckily 
ordered before any of the others, 'and 

she ha<l no opportunity of de~ainin~ 

\hem. 
• 

" \V ell girls," said she, a& soon as they 
were left to themselves, " What say you 
to the day ? I think every thing has 
passed off uncommonly "\veil, I assure 
you. The dinner was a~ well dressi~d as 

any I c\·cr saw. The venison wa1 

roasted tu a turn--an<l everybody said, 

they never saw ~o fat a haunch. The 

soup was fifty times better than what 
we huc1 at the Lu<;as'& last week ; and 

even l\1r. Darcy acknowwnlgcd, that the 

partridg1.:s were remarkably -w~ll <lone ; 
and I .suppose he has two or three 

French cuoks at least. And, my dear 

J.iue, I ne~·er saw y~u look in greater 
• 

boouty. 
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beauty. Mrs. Long said so too, for I 
asked her whether you di<l not. An~ 

what clo you think she said besides ? 
' Ah ! Mrs. Bennet, we shall have her 

• at Netherfield at last.' She did indeed. 
I do 'think Mrs. Long is a& good a crea· 
ture as ever Jived-and her nieces are • 
very pretty behaved girls, and not at all 
handsome : I like them prodigiously." 

Mrs. Cennet, in short, was in very 
·great ~pints ; she had seen enough of 

Bingley'::; behaviour to Jane, to be con
vinced that she would get him at last • 

and her expectaiiDns of adv:intage to her 
family, when inn hnp!lY humour, were so 
far bey(.n<l reason, that she was quite 
di.;appuinted at not seeing him there 
ab::in the next day, to make his pro-· 
posals. 

" It has been a very agree:ible day,'' 
liaicl 1\1is11 Bennet to Etiz:,~: :th. " The 
party seemed ito wen sdecteJ, so suitable 

r.. ! one 
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one with the other. I ~iope we may 
~ften meet again." 

Elizabeth smiled. 
"Lizzy, you must not do so. You 

must not suspect me. It mortifie~ me. 
I assure you that I have now learnt to 

. enjoy his conversation as an agreeable 
and sensible young man, without having 
a wish beyon<l it. ~ am perfectly satis
fied from what his manners now a1·e, 
that he never had any design of engaging 
my affection. It is only that he is 
blessed with g:.:eater sw~etness of address, 
and a stronger desire of generally pleas
ing than any other man." 

" You are very cruel,'' said her sister, 
" you will not let me smile, and are pro
voking me to it every moment." 

" How hare! it i~in some cases to 
be believed ! And how impossible m 
others!" 

" But why should you wish to per
suade 
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suade me that I feel more than I ac
knowledge ?" 

" That is a question which I hardly 
know how to answer. We all love to 
instruct, though we can teach only what 
is not worth knowing. Forgive me ; 
and if you persist in indifference, do not 
make me your confidante." • 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

A FEW days after this visit, Mr. 
Bingley called again, and alone. Hi1 
friend had left him that morning for 
London, but was to return home' in ten 

'clays time. He sat with them above an 
hour, and was in remarkably go\)d spi
rits. Mrs. Bennet invited him to dine 
with them ; but, with many expressions 
of concern, he confessed hlmse)f engaged 
elsewhere. 

" Next time you call;' said she, ''I 
l10pe we shall be more lucky." 

· Ile should be ,particularly happy at 
~ny time, &c. &c. ; and if she would give 
him leave, would take an early opportu
nity of waiting on them,,. · 

" Can yon come to-morrow ?" 
Yes, he had no engagement at all for 

to-morrow; ancl her invitation was ac· 
cepted with alacrity., 

'He 
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Ile came, .arnl in such very good time, 
that the ladie., were none of them 
dressed. In ran ·Mrs. Bennet to lier 
daughter's room, ·in her dres&ing gown,. 
and with her hair half finished, crying 
out, 

"tfly rlear Jane, make haste and hurry 
clown. J;e is comc---.Mr. Bingley tli 
comc.-He is, indeed. l\'.lake haste, 
make haste. llcre, Sarah, come to 
l\t1iss B1:1met this moment, and help her 
on with her kown. Never mine\ Misa 
L . • l . ,, • 1zzys 1mr. 

" We will be down as soon as we 
can,'' said Jane ; " but I dare say Kitty 
is forwarder than e.ithcr of us, for she 

• 
went up stairs half an hour ago.'' • 

"Oh ! hang- Kitty ! what has she to 
do with it r Come Le quick, be quick! 
where is your sash my de:ir ?"' 

But when her mother wa~ gone, Jane 
would not be prevailed on to go clown 
wit.bout one of her sisters . • 

The 
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The same anxiety to r:;et them by 
themselves, was visible again in the even
ing. After tea, Mr. Bennet retired 
to the library, as was his custom, and 
Mary went up stairs to her instrument. 
Two obstacles of the five being thus re
moved, Mrs Bennet sat looking and 
winking at Elizabeth and Catherine for 
a considerable time, without making any 
impression on them. Elizabeth would 
not ohserve her ; and when at last Kitty 
did, she very innocently said, " What is 
the matter mamm~. What do you keep 
winking at me for ? What am I to do ?'' 

" Nothing child, nothing. I did not 
wink at you!' She then sat still five . 
minutes longer ; but unable to waste 
such a precious occasion, she suddenly 
got up, and saying to Iritty, · 

"Come here, my love, I want to"speak. 
to you," took her out of the room. Jane 
instantly gave a look at Elizabeth, which 
spoke her distreas at Poch premeditat!on, 

and 
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and her intre:ity that she would not give 
into it. In a few minutes, Mrs. Bennet 
half opened the door and called out, • 

"Lizzy, my clear, I want to speak with 
vou.'' 

Elizabeth was forced to go. 
'' We may as well leave them by 

themselves you know ;" said her mothe• 
as soon as she was in the hall. Kitty and 
I are going up stairs to sit in my dressing 
room." 

Elizabeth rQade no attempt' to reason 
with her mother, but remained quietly 
in the hall, till she and Kitty were out 
of sight, then returned into the drawing 
room." 

Mrs. Dennet's sch'emes for this clay 
were ineffectual. Bingley was every 
thing that was charming, except the pro
fessed lover of her daughter. His ease 
and cheerfulness rendered him a most 
agreeable addition to their evening party; 
and he bore with the ill-judged officious-

• i.. 3. ness 
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1illy remarks with a forbearance and 

command of countenance, particularly 

grateful to the daughter. 
He scarcely needed :m invitation to 

1tay supper; and before he went away, 

an engagement was formec.1, ch1e!ly 

through his own and Mrs. Bennet 's mean~, 

for his coming next morning to .shoot 

with her husband. 
After this day, Jane said no more of her 

indifference. Not a word f.ias:ed between 

the sisters concerning Bingley; but Eliza

beth went to bed in the happy belief that all 
must speedily be conc:uded, unless Mr. 

Darcy returned within the slated time. 

Seriously, however, she fol t tolerably per

suaded that all this muJt ha\'e taken place 

with that gentlt'man's c~1currence. 

Bin.<.,lt'y was punctual to his appoint· 
mt!nt; and he and Mr. Bennet spent 

.the morning t<?gethcr, as had been 

agreed on. The lat!er was much ll)Ore 
agree,1ble 
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agreeable than his companion expected. 
There was nothing of presn-mption or 
folly in Bingley. that could provoke his 
ridicule, or cJi!;gust him into silence; 
and he was m,ne communicative, and 
Jes~ eccentric than the other had ever 

s<·en nim. Bingley of course returne~ 
with him to dinner ; and in the evening 
Mrs. Bennc!'s invention was again at 
work to get every boily away from him 
and her daughter. Elizabeth, who had a 
letter to write, went into the breakfast 
room for that purpose soon after tea; for 
as the others were all going to sit down to 
cards, 5he could not be wanted to coun
teract her mother's S<ihemes. 

But on returning to the drawing room; 
when lwr letterwas finished, she saw, to 
her infinite snrprise, there was reason to. 

fear that her mother had hf'en too inge

nious for her. On openin~ the door, she 
perceived her sister and Bingley standing 

together over the h:arth, as if engaged 
in 
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in earnest conversation; aw:l had this led 
to no suspicion, the faces of both as they 
hastily turned round, and moved away 
from each other, would have told it all. 
Their situation was awkward enough; 
but her's she thought was still worse. 
Not a syllable was uttered by eithe11 ; and 
Elizabeth . was on the point of going 
nway again, when Bingley, who as well 
as the others had sat dowu, suddenly ro~e, 
and whispering a few words to her sister, 
ran out of the room. 

Jane could have no' reserves from 
Elizabeth, where confidence would give 
pleasure ; and instantly embracing her, 
acknowledged, with the liveliest emotion, 
that she was the happiest creature in the 
world. 

"'Tis too much I" site added, "by far 
too much. I do not deserve it. Oh I 
why is not every body as happy. 

Eliaabeth's congratulations were given 
with a sincerity, a warmth, a delight, 

which 
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which wordt1 could but poorly ex.press. 
Every sentence of kindness was a fresh 
SO\ll'Ce of happiness to Jane. But she 
would not allow herself to stay with her 
sister, or say half that remained to be 
sald, for the preser. t. 

"l must go instantly to my mother;" . 
she cried. " I would not on any ac-
count trifle with her affectionate solici
t ode ; or allow her to hear it from any 
one but myself. He is gone to my fa
ther already.• Oh! Lizzy, to know that 
what I have' to relate will give such 
pleasure to all my dear family I how shall 
I bear so much happinessl'' 

She then hasteneq away to her mo
ther, who had purposely broken up the 
card party, and was sitting up stairs with 

Kitty. 
Elizabeth, who was left by herself, 

now smiled at the rapidity and e:ise with 
which an aff1i1· was finally settled, that 

had 
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hacl given them so maony previous
months of suspense and vexation. 

'' And this," said she, " is the end of 
nil his friend's anxious circumspection ! of 
all his sister's falr.chood and contri\·ance ! 
the happiest, wisest, most reasonable 

end r' 
In a few minutes she was joined by 

Eingley, whose conference with her 

father had been short and to the pur
pose. 

" Where is your sister~" ·said he has~ 
tily, as he opened the door. 

''With my mother up stairs. She 
will be clown in a moment I dare say.'' 

He then shut the door, and coming 
up to her, claimed the good wishes and 

affection of a sister. Elizabeth honestly and 
heartily expressed her deli&ht in the pros .. 
pect of their relationship. They shook 
hands with great cordiality; and then till 
her sister came down, she had to listen 

.to·all he had to say, of his own happiness, 
a'hd 
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and of Jane'il perfections ; and in spite· 

of his being a Jover, Elizabeth really 

believed all his expectations of felicity, 
to be rationally foun<led, because they 
had for basis the excellent understand
ing, antl super-excellent disposition of 

Jane,• and a general similarity of feelinJ 
and taste between her and himself. 

It was an evening of no common de
light to them all; the satisfaction of 
Miss Bcrmefs mind gave a glow of such 
sweet animati'on toher face, as made her 
look handsome,. than ever. Kitty simpered 

and smiled, and hoped her turn was 
commg soon. l\1rs. Bennet could not 

give her consent, o~ speak her appro
bation in terms warm enollgh to satisfy 
her feelings, though s':1e talked to Bing
ley of nothing else, for half an hour; and 
when Mr. Bennet joined them at snpper, 

his voice and manner plainly shewed 

how really happy he was. 
Not a word, ho~·ever, passed his lips 

.in 
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in allusion to it, till their .visitor took 
his leave for the night; but as soon as 
he was gone, he turned to his daughter 
and said, 

" Jane, I congratulate you. You 
will be a very happy woman." 

Jane went to him instantly, !;.issed 
him, and thanked him for his goodness. 

" You are a good girl;" he replied, 
and I ha~·e great pleasure in thinking you 
''will be so happily settled. I have not a 
doubt of your doing very well together. 
Your tempers are by no means unlike. 
You are each of you so complying, that 
nothing will ever be resolved on; so 
easy, that every servant will cheat you; 
and so generous, that you will always 
exceed your income." 

" I hope not so. Imprudence or , ... 
thoughtlessness in money matters, would 
be unpardonable in me." 

" Exceed ttleir income! My dear 
Mr. Bennet,'• cried !}is wife, " what are 

·you 
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you talking of? Why, he has four or 
five thousand a-year, and very likely 
more." Then addressing her daught;r.,, 
" Oh ! my dear, dear Jane, I am so 
happy ! I am sure I sha'nt get a wink 
of sleep all night. I knew how it would 
be. I9always said it must be so, at last~ 
I was sure you could not be so beautiful 
for nothing! I remember, as soon as 
ever I saw him, when he first came into 
Hertfordshire last year, I thought how 
likely it was t~at you should come toge-

• 
ther. Oh ! he is the handsomest young 
man that ever was seen !" 

Wickham, Lyclia, were a11 forgotten. 
Jane was beyond competition her favour
ite child. At that moment, she cared 
for no other. Her youngest sisters soon 
began to make interest with her for 
objects of happiness which she might in 
future be able to dispense. 

Mary petitioned for t'he use of the 
library at Netherfield; and 1' itty begged 

very 
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very hard for a few baUs there every 

winter. 
Bingley, from this time, was of course 

a daily visitor at I~ongbourn ; coming 
frequently before breakfast, and ulways 
remaining till afte1· supper; unless when 

some barbarous ueighbour, whu could 

not be enough detested, had given him 

an invitat.iun to dinner, which hethought 

himself obliged to accept. 

Elizabeth had now but little time for 
conversation with her sister; for while 

he was present, Jane had no attention to 

bestow on any one else; but she found 

herself considerably useful to both of 

them, in those hours of si•paration that 
must sometimes occur. In the absence 

of Jane, he always attached himself tu 

Elizabeth, for the ple~ure of talking of 

her; and when Bingley was go11c, Jane 

constantly sought the same means of 
relief. 

" He has made , me so happy,'' said 
• 11he, 
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sJ:te, one eveaing, " by telling IJlC, that 
he was totally ignorant of my being in 
town last spring! I had not believ~d it 
possible." 

" I suspected as much," replied Eli-
zabeth. " But how did he account 
for it~· 

" It must have been his sister's doing. 
They were certainly no friends to his 
acquaintance with me, which I cannot 
wonder at, since he might have chosen 

so much mart a<l~antageously in many 
respects. But• when they see1 as I trust 
they will, that their brother is happy with 
me, they will learn to be contented, 
and we shall be on good- _terms again; 

though we can never be what we once 
were to each other.'' 

" That is the most unforgiving 
speech;' said Elizabeth, '' that I ever 
heard you utter. Goo<l girl! _It w:1uld 
vex me, indeed, to see )«Jn again Hie dupe 

of Miss Binglefs arelended regard.·· 
"Would 
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" Would you believe it, Lizzy, that 
when he went to town last November, 
he really loved me, and nothing but a 
persuasion of my being indifferent, would 
have prevented his coming down again!" 

" He made a little mistake to· be 
sure ; but it is to the credit of his 
modesty." 

This naturally introduced a panegyric 
from Jane on his diffidence, and the 
little value he put on his own good 
qualities . 

. Elizabeth was pleased to find, that he 
had not betrayed the interference of his 
friends, for, though Jane had the most 
generous anf forgiving heart in the 
world, she knew it was a circumstance 
which must prejudice her against him. 

" I am certainly th,; most fortunate 
creature that ever existed !" cried Jane. 
"Oh! Lizzy, why am I thus singled 
from my family, and blessed above them 
all ! If l could but see you as happy I 

If 
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I ' If there were. but such another man fo1· 

you!'' 
" If you were to give me forty s\tch 

men, I never could be so happy as you. 
Till I have your disposition, your good
negs, I never can have your happiness. 
No, 510, let me shift for myself; and, 
perhaps, if I have very good I uck, I may 
meet with another Mr. Collins in time.'' 

The situation of affairs in the Long
bourn family could not be long a secret. 
Mrs. Bennet •was privileged to whisper 
it to Mrs. Phillips, and she ventured, 
without any permission, to do the same 
by all her neighbours in Meryton. 

The Bennets were speedily pronounced 
to be the luckiest family in the world, 
though only a few weeks before, when 
Lydia had first run away, they had been 
generally proved to be marked out for 
misfortune. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XI\T. 

ONE morning, about a week after 
Bingley's engagement with Jane had 
been formed, as he and the females' of 
the family were sitting together h the 
dining room, their attention was sud
denly drawn to the window, by the sound 
of a carriage; and they perceived :t 

chaise and four driving up the lawn. It 
was too early in the mornir.g for visitors, 
and besides, the equipage Jid not answer 
to that of any ot' their neighbours. The 
horses were post ; and neither the car
riage, nor the livery of the servant 
who preceded it, were familiar to them. 
As it was certain, howe\·er, that some
body was coming, Bin(ey instantly pre
vailed on Miss Bennet to avoid the con
finement 6>f such an intrusion, and walk 
away with him into the shrubbery. They 
both set off, and the ~conjectures of the 

rcmair.ing 
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remaining thr~e continued, though with 
little satisfaction, till the door was 

thrown open, and their ,-isitor entered. 
It was 1ady Catherine de :Bourgh. 

They were of course all intending to 
be mrprised ; but their astonishment 

was be31ond their expectation; and on 
the part of Mrs. Bennet and Kitty,• 

though she was perfectly unknow11 to 
them, even inferior to what Elizabeth 

• felt. 

She entered. the room with an air 
more than usua,ly ungracious, ·made no 

other reply to Elizabeth's salutatior.1, than 

a slight inclination of the head, and sat . 

down ~ithout saying a word. Elizabeth 

had mentioned her name to her mother, 

on her ladyship's entrance, though no 
request·of introduction had been made. 

Mrs. llennet all amazement, though 

flattered by l~aving a guest of such 
high importance, received her with the 

liltmost politeness. Afler sitting for a 
111oment 
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moment in silence, she said very &tiffiy 
lo Elizabeth, 

. " I hope your are well, Miss Bennet. 
That lady I suppose is your mother." 
Elizabeth replied very concisely that 

she was. 
· " And that I suppose is one of your 
aisters." 

"Yes, madam," said Mrs. Bennet, de
lighted to speak to a lady Catherine. 
She is my youngest girl but one. My 
youngest of all,' is lately married, and 
my eldest is some-wh•lre about the 
grounds, walking with a young man, 
who I believe will soon becm~e a part 
of the family. 

"You have a very small park here,'' 
~eturned lady Catherine after a short 
silence. 

" It is nothing in ~omparison of Ro· 
sings, my lady, I dare say; but I assure 
you it is much larger than Sir William 
Lucas's." 

"-,This 
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A This tpust ·be a most inconvenient 
sitting room for the evening, in summer; 
the windows are full west.'' • 

Mrs. Bennet assured her that they 
never sat there after dinner; and then 
added, 

" May I take the liberty of asking 
your ladyship whether you left Mr. ind 
Mrs. ColJins well." ' 

''Yes, very well. I saw them the 
night before last." • 

Elizabeth• now expected that the 
would proclut:e a Jetter for her from 
Charlotte, ai; it seemed the only probable 
motive for her caUing. But no letter· ap
peared, and she was .completely puzzled. 

Mrs. Bennet, with great civility, 
begged her ladyship to take some refresh· 
ment ; but Lacly Catherine very reso• 
lutely, and not very politely, declined 
eating any thing; and then rising up, 
said to Elizabeth, 

" Miss Bennet.. there seemed to be a 
•&£. 111. JI prettyish 
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prett;ish kind of a little ~ildemes~ on 
one side of your lawn. I should be 
klad to take a turn in it, if }OU will 
favour me with your company.'' 
, "Go, my dear," cried her mother, "and 
shew her ladyship about the differtmt 
walks. I thmk she will be pleasec-J with 
~li~ hermitage.'' 

Elizabeth obeyed, and running into 
her own room for her para&ol, attended 
her noble guest d<1wn stairs. As they 
passed through the hall, Lady Catherine 
opened the doors ;nto the <tlming·parlour 
and drawing room, and pronouncing 
them, after a short survey, to be decent 
looking rooms, walked on. 

Her carriage remained at the door, 
imd Elizabeth saw that her waiting= 
woman was in •t· T~ proceeded in 
silence along the gravd wal"- that led to 
the copse ; Ehzabet.h was determined to 
make nc;> effort for conversation with a 
woman, who was now more than usually 
insolent and disag1 eeable. " How 
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How ·coutd I e\•er think tler like het: 
nephe\v ?" sai<l" she, as she looked ·in 
her face. . • 

As soon as they' entere~ the copse~ 
Lady Catherine' began in ;the following 
m~nner :- "·' " 

'' •You can be at u't:> ' lo'ss, ·MIS! 
Bennet, t~ understand the reaso~ ,of ~t 
journey hither~., Your own· heart,-your 
o\yn conscience, ml1st tell'.' you wtly' t 
cotne."' · " · ' .. : 

Elizabeth kioked witb uriaffi:cted li~td- . 
nishiti,nt. · < >' · · ,. '' 

" Indeed, yon :are mistaken, M·adam~ 
·I have not been at aU able to aecount 'fOi· 
the honour of seeing y0l1 ·here.t: · 

" Miss Bennet;" t~plie'd her ladyship, 
0in an a11gry .tone, : '' 1;ou rirightto know~ 
that I am ·not tol'be triflM· ~ith. · Btil 
however insincere you m-:ty ehocise to b~~ 
yqu shall not find 1Re !b. . ~y "llbaract'et 
·has Ever been ceMbral~ for; its. sinc'erity 
and frankness;. sttcJ.lt\ it cause ofSuch ·mo: 

M·'2 · ment 
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ment as this, I shall certaip;ily not de-
part from it. A report of a most alarm
ing nature; reached me two days ago. I 
was told, thiJt not only your sister was on 
the point of being most advantageously 
married, but that you, that Miss Eliza
beth Bennet, would, in all likelihocd, be 
soon afterwards united to my nephew, 
my 9~n nephew, Mr. Darcy. Thollgh 
I know it must be a scandalous false
hood; though I would n9t injure him 
so·. much as to suppose th~ truth of it 
possible, I instantly resol~ed on setting 
off for this place, that I might make my 
sentiments known to you." 

'' If you believed it impossible to be 
.true," said Elizabeth, . colouring with 
astonishment and disdain, " I wonder 
you- too~ the. troub!e o~oming so far. 
What t:ould your ladyship propose by · 
it?" 

'' At once to insi.st upon having such 
a repi>rt universally cq,n~radicted." 

"'l'our 
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,; Your earning to Longbourn, to see 
me and my family," said Elizabeth, 
coo!ly, "will be ratht'r a confirmation 
of it; if, indeed, such a report is in 
CXJ!'ltt•nce.'· 

• .. If ! do you then pretend to be ig· 
nora"t of it ? Has it not been indus· .. 
triously circulated by yourselv~J.?. Do 
you not know that such a repor"-is 
spread abrpRd ?"° • 

" I never heard that it was." 
" And cad ynu likewise declare, that 

there is no foundation for it r'' 
" I do not pretend to possess equal 

frankness with your ladyship. You may 
ask questions, whicl\ 1 shall not choose 
to answer.'• 

" This is not to be borne. Miss 
Bennet, I insist on being satisfied. Has 
he, has my nephew, made you an offer or 
marriage ?'' 

'' Your ladyship has declared it to be 
impossible." 

"It 
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" It cught to be sd '; it 0muat be so, 
while h~ retains the u'se of his reason. 
But your arts and allurements may; in 'f 

. moment of infatuation; .have made him 
forget what he owes to himself and to all 
his family. · You may ha\'C drawn 
·hjm in." ·1 

•: If I have, I shall be 'the last person 
. to confess it." 

'' Miss Bennet, do you know .who I 
am r I have· not been 'accustome<l to.. 
such language' as this. r. am almost the 
nearest relation he has in, the world, 
and· am entitled to know all his dearest 

,concerns." 
" But you are not entitled to know 

'mine ; not Will such fieha dour as this, 
·ever induce 'me to be explicit.'• · 

"Let rli~~be· rightly .JtiderstOod. This 
match, ~o which yoti' hav~ the presump
tion to aspire, c~n·ne.ver take place. No, 
never. Mt~ D&:tcy' is engaged . to my 
tlauihter. Now: -~af have you to 
say ?" " bnly 

' 
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Only this ; that if he is so, you can 

have no reason t!> suppose he will make 
·an offer to me." • 

Lady Catherine hesitated for a mo
ment, and then replied, 

0
" The engagement between them i1 

of a peculiar. kind. From their infancy, 
• they have been intended f9r eac~_,other. 

It was the favourite wish of his mother, 
as well as of her's. While in their cra
dles, we planned the union : and now, 
at the~ momc!nt when the wishes of both 
si:iters would 0 be accooiplished, in their 
marriage, to be prevented by a young 
woman ofinferior birth, of no importance 
in the world, and wP.olly unallied to the 
family? Do you pay no regard to the 
wishes of his friends ? To his tacit en-.. 
gagement with Mi•& De Bourgh ?. Are 

. you los~ tp e~~ry f~l.lng of propriety and 
delicacy ? H~'~- you not heard me say, 
that from his earl~st hours ~e was des
tined for his cous\n ?'' 

"Yea,, 
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" Yes, and I had heard it J>efore. Jlut 
what is that to me ( If there is no other 
objtdion to my marrying yollr nephewt 
I shall certainJy not be kept from it, by 
knowing that his mother and aunt 
wished him to marry Miss De Bourgh. 
You both did as much as you couJc.!, in 
planning the marriage. Its completion 
depended on others. If Mr. Darcy is 
neilher by honour nor inclination con· 
fined to his cousin, why is not he to 
make another choice? And' if I am that 
choice, why may not I accept him?" 

" Because honour, decorum, pru
dence, nay, interest, forbid it. Yes, 
Miss Bennet, interest ; for do not ex
pect to be noticed· by his famiJy or 
friends, if )OU wilfully act against the in
clinations of all. You will be censured, 
alighted, and despised, by every one con· 
nected with him. Your alliance will be 
a disgrace ; your name will never even be 
mentioned by any of u"" 

"These 
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"' These are'beavy misfortune/,'' ·re-

• 
plied Elizabeth.~'' But the wife of Mr, 

i'arcy . m~st . ~ave . such extri:wrdiuary 
sources of happiness necessarily attached 
to her situation, that she could; uppn, the 
\Yhole, have no cause to repine." 

".Obstinate, he~ds.trong girl ! .J a~ 
ash~med of you ! Is this your gratit,Jde 
for my attentiOQS to you last spritfg ? I• 

nothing due. to me on that score? 
" Let us sit down. ·You are to un~ 

derstand, Niss, Bennet,. that I qame 
here with the determined resolution of 

.carrying my .purpose; nor will I be 
dissuaded from it. I have not been used 
to submit to aqy person's whims. J 
have no.t been in ,~ne habit of brpoking 
disapppin tD).~nt." · 
. ,·" That w.ill. make ~our· ladyship's si' 

tuatioQ_at. ~ent,more pitiable ; but i~:· 
will hava qo etfoct .Qn me." ; 

"·l will not: J>e ~nterrupted. Hear 
me in· -silen~e. ,i\lly daughter-. and· my 

x 3 nephew 



' nephew are formed for each otl~r. 

They are descended qn the maternal 
aid~ from the same noble line f and, oq;t 
the father's, fro~ 1espectable, honour
able, and ancient, though untitled fami
lies. Their fortune on both sides 'is 
splendid. They are de~tmed for ·each 
otll\er by the voice of every member of 
their 'respective houses; and what is to 
divide them ? The upstart pretensions of 
a young woman without family, conne<'· 
tions, or fortune. Is th1s to .. be endured! 
But it mu&t not, shall not be. If you 
were sensible of your own good, yon 
would not wish to quit the sphere, in 
which you have been broll.ght up." 

" In marrying your nephew, I should 
not consider myself as quittinlf that 
sphere. He is a gentlemQi ; I am a gen
tleman•a daughter; so far we are equal." 

'' T1 ue. You are a ge1~leman's . 
daughter. Bot who was your mother? 
Who are yoar uncle~ and aunts? Do 

not 
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dition.', 
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°'e ignorant of th;ir eott· 

" Whatever my coni1ections may be," 
said Elizabeth, '' if your nephew d~s 
not object to them, they can be nothing 
tb you.'' 

'' Tel I me once for all, are you en., 
gaged to him ?" .} 

Though Elizabeth would not,"" for the 
mere purpose of obliging Lady Cathe
rine, have answered this .question; she 
could not l:tut say, after a moment's de
liberation, • 

" I am not." 
Lady Catherine seemed pleased. 
'' And will you promise me, never to 

enter into such. an• eng11gement ?' 
" I wiU make no promise of the kind.'' 
" Miss Bennet, I am shocked and 

astonished. I expected to find a more 
reasonoble young woman. But do not 
dea;ive yourself into a belief that l will 
ever recede. I •Shall not go away, 

till 
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till you have given me be assurance I 
require." 

" .And I certainly never shall give it. 
I .am not to be intimidated into any
thing so wholly unreasonable. Your 
ladyship wants Mr. Darcy to marry 
your daughter ; but would my giving 
you ethe wished- for promise, make their 
marriage at all more probable ? Sup
posing him to be attached to me, would 
my refusing to accept his hand, make 
him wish to bestow it on •.is cousin? 
A11ow me to say, Lady Catherine, that 
the arguments with which you have sup
ported this extraordinary application, 
have been as frivolous as the application 
was ill judged. You have widely mis
taken my character, if you think I can 
be worked on lDy such <iersuasions as 
these. How far your nephew might ap· 
prove of your interference in his affairs, 
I cannot tell; but you have certainly no 
right- to concern yourself in mine. I 

mu.,t 
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mdst beg, .theiefore, to be importuned 
no farther on the subject." 
· "Not so hasty, if you please. I have 
by no means done. To all the objec-

, tions I have already urged, I have still 
another to add. I am no stranger 
to M1e particulars of · your youngest 
sister's infamous elopement. I kp'll it 
all ; that the young man's marrying 
her, was a patched·up business, at the 
expen<'e of your father and uncles. And 
is su,ch, a gii-1 t:t> he my nephew's sister? 
ls her husbatld, is the son of his late fa
ther's steward, to be his brother? Hea
ven and earth! -of what are you dunk
ing? Are the shades of Pemberley to be 
thus polluted? • 

" You can mw ha\·e nothing farther 
to say," she resent folly tmswered. HY ou 
have insulted me, in every possible me
thod. I must beg to return to the 
house." 

And she rose. as she spoke. L'ldy 
Catherine 
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... Catherine rose also, . arfl they turried 
back. Her ladyship was highly in· 
cellSed. ~ 

" You have no ~egard, then, for the 
honour and crndit of my nephew ! Un
feeling, selfish girl ! Do you not consi
der that a connection with you, must 
disf.a~e him in the eyes or ever}' body." 
· '' Lady Catherine, I have nothing 
farther to say. You know my senti-
ments." ' .. -

''You are then resolved tcY have him:·· 
" I have said no such \bing. I am 

only resolved to net in that manner, 
which will, in my own opinion, consti
tute my happiness, ~ithout reference to 
you, or· to any person so wholly uncm~
nected with me.'' 

'' It is well. You refuse, then, to 
' oblige me. You refuse to obt·y the 

claims of du!y, honour, and gratitude. 
You are determined to ruin him in the 

opinion· 
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optnion of all his friends, and make him, 
the contempt of the world., . 
~ ''Neither duty, npr honour, nor "gra
titude," re11lied Elizabeth, " have any 
possible claim on. me, ;n the present in
stance. No principle of either, would 
be \'iolated by my marriage with Mr. 
Darcy. And with regard to the 1·~nt
ment of his family, or the indignation of 
the world, if the former were excited by 
his marrying me, it would not give me 
one moment's concern-an<l the world 
in general wc5ulcl have too much sense to 
join in the scorn." 

" And this is your real opinion ! This 
is your final resolve! V cry well. I shall . . 
now know how to act. Do not imagine, 
Miss llenm t, that your ambition will 
ever be gratified~ I came to try you. 
I hoped to find you rcasonabfe ; but 
depend upon it I will carry my point." 

In this manner Lady Catherine 
talked 
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, talked on, till they wer~ at the door·of 
the carriage, when turning hastily round, 
she added, . 

" I take no leave of you, Miss Bennet. 
I senrl no compliments to )Our mother. 
You desen·e no such attention. I am . 
mo&t seriously displeased." .. 

l!i»lzabeth made no answtr; and with
-Out alttmpting to persuade her lndrhip 
to return into the house', walked quietly 
into it Lerself. She heard tlie curriage 
drive away as she proceeded up & 1 ai1 s. 
Her mother impatiently met her at the 
door of the dressing worn, to ask why 
Lady Ccltherine would not come in again 
and rest lier~el( 

" She di<l not choose it;" said her 
daughter, " she would go." 

" ~he is a very fine-1ioking woman ! 
and her calling here was prodigiously 
civil ! for &he only came, I suppose, to 
tell us the Collinses were well. She is 
on her road somewhere, I cll;lre say, and 

50 
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10 •passing .thr<lugh Meryton, though~ 
she might as well call on you. I suppose 
ahe had nothing particular to say to jou, 
Lizzy i-" 

Elizabeth was forced to give into a lit
tle falsehood here ; for to ncknowledge 
the "substance of their conversation 
was impossible. • ;it 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

T11E discomposure of spirits, which 
this extraordinary visit thrl'w Elizabeth 
into, COllld not be eac;i)y overcome ; 
nor could she for many hourc;, learn to 
thihlr of it less than incec;santly. Lacly 

C.ithcrine it appeared, had actllally taken 
the trouble of this journey from !losings, 
for the sole purpose of breaking off her 
supposed engagement with Mr. D.irC'y. 
It was a rational scheme to'be sure f but 
from what the report of their engage
ment could originate, Eliz.1beth wa~ at a 
loss to imagine ; till she recollt'cled 
that !us bemg the intimate friend of 
Bingley, and hr:r being the sister of J.use. 
was enough, at a time ..,hen the expec

tation of one wedding, made e\<€'ry body 

eager for another, to supply the idea. 
She had not her~elf forgotten to feel that 

the marriage uf her sister must bring 
th'em 



1< !2'9 ) 
them more frel1uently together. And 

her neighbouts at Lucas lodge;ther~fore, 
(for through their communication with 
~he Collinses, the report she concluded 
h~d reached lady Catheriner had only 
set that <lawn, as almost certain and 

imO:edinte, which .1·he had looked for
ward to as possible, at some iuture;i°\r.e. 

In revolving lady Catherine's expres
sions, however, she could not help feel
ing some uneasiness as to the possible 
consequence of· her peri:;isting in this 

• interference. Ff'Om what she had said 
of her resolution to prevent their mar
riage, it occurred to· Elizabeth that she 
must meditate an. application to her 
nephew; and how he might take. a.simi
lar representation of the evils attached 
to a connection with her, she dared. not 
pronounce. She knew not the exact de

gree of his aftection for his aunt, or hiE 
dependence on_her judgment, but'it.waE 
natural to suppose ·that he thought 

muc11 
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much higher of her Ia4~ship than s'M 
could do; and it was certai1\, that in enu
merating the miseries of a marriage with 
one, whose immediate connections· "\Vere 
so unequal to his own, his aunt would 
address him on his weakest side. With his 
notions of dignity, he wollld probably ,feel 
that\.tl)e arguments, which to Elizabeth 
had appeared weak and ridiculous,. con
tained much good sense and solid ~eason
ing. 

If he had been wavering before, as 
to what he should do, which had often . . 
seemed likely, the advice and intreaty 
of so near a relation might settle every 
doubt, ancl determine him at once to be 
as happy, as dignity unblemished could 
make him. In that case he would re
turn no more. Lady C!ftherine · might 
see him in her ~ay through town ; and 
his engagement to Bingley of coming 
again to Nctherfidd must give way. 

" If, therefore, an excuse .for not l~eep
ihg 
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ing .hi~ prpJse, should come to~ his,. 
friend withiuJ few days," she added, " I 
shall know how to ·understand it. I ihall 
then. give oyer every expectation, every 
wish of his constancy. If he i~ satisfied 
w1'th. only regretting me, when he might 
have- obtained my affections and· hand, 
I sh~ll soon cease to regret him at ii°l.'# 

The surprise of the rest of the family, 
on hearing who their visitor had been,. 
was very grtat; but they obligingly 
satisfied it, with the same kind of sup
position, which had appeased Mrs. Ben
net's curiosity; and Elizabeth was spared 

• 
from much teazing on the subject. 

The next morning, as she was going 
down stairs, she was met by her father, 
·who came out of his library with a letter 
in. his hand. 

'' Lizzy/ ~aid he, " I was ·going to 
look for you; coipe into my room." 

She 
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She followed him th1i¥1et; and her 
corioc;ity to know what lie ~11Jd to tell her, 
WaS" heightened by the supposition of its 
being in some manner connected with 
the letter he held. It suddenly struck 
her that· it might be from lady Cathe
rine; and she anticipated with rliJmay 
all i!Jc consequent explanauons. 

She followerl her father to the fire place, 
and they both .,nt down. He then &aid, 

"I have 1cceived a letter this morn-
. ing that hac; a&tonished me exceedingly. 
As it prmcipall) concerns •yourself, you 
ought to know its t'antcnts. I did not 
know before, that I had two daughters 
on the brink of matrimony. Let me 
cong1atulate you, on a very important 
conque&t." 

The colour now ruehed into Eliza
Letk's cheeks in the in&tantancous con
viction of ili, Leing a letter from the 
nephew, instead of the aunt; nnd i,l1c> wa'> 
undetermined whether. most to he pleas-

ed 
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eel that he .exjlained himself at all, o,r 
offended thai,iiis letter was n.ot rather 
addres~ed to herself ; when ber father .. . 
continued, 

" You look conscious. Y onng ladies 
have great penetration in such matters as 
these.; but I think I may defy even 
your sagacity, to discm•er 'the nazie of 
your admirer. 1 his .letter, is from Mr. 
Collins." 

"From Mr. Collins! and what can 
lte have to say ?" _ 

" Something very much to the pur
pose of course. He begins with con
gratulations on the approaching nuptials 
of my eldest daughter, of which it seems 
he has been told. bj some of the good. 
natured, gossiping Lucnses. · I shall not 
sport with your impatience, by 11:ading 
what he says on that point. What relates 
to yourself, is ..is follo,ws. '·Having thus 
off~re<l you the sincer~ congratulations· 
of Mrs. Collins an.d myself on this happy 

ev~nt, 
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event, Jet me now a~d ~ sh.ort hint on 
the subject of another.; bt·\\"hich we have 
been advertised ·by the.&ame authority. 
Your daughter Elizabeth, it ·is. pre
sumed, will not Jong . b~ar the name of 
Bennet, after her elder sister had resign
ed, and the chosen partner of he11 fate, 
may be reasonably looked up to, as one 
of the most illustr~ous personages in thia 
land." 

" Can you pos~ibly guess, Lizzy, wlio 
is meant by this ?" "This young gentle
man is blessed in a pecmiar way, with 
every thing the heart of mortal can most 
desire,-splendid property, noble kin
dred,and extensivepatronage. Yet in spite 
of all these temptations, let _me warn my 
cousin Elizabeth, an~ yourself, . of what 
evils you may incur, b,.a preeipitate clo
sure with this gentleman's proposals, 
which, of course, you wi~_l be inclined to 
take immediate advantage of." 

".Have 
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"9r-lave yoo· .r~Y id.ea, Liz"zy. wh-0 this · 

gentleman ·is?(' nut now it comes onv· 
" My motive f-Or cautioning you, is as· 

follows. \Ve ha,•e. reason to imagine .. 
that his aunt, lacly Catherine de Bourgh, . . . 

does not look on the match with a friend-
ly ·eye~·· 

" Jlrlr. Darcy, you· see, is the rrf"an ! 
Now, Lizzy, I think I ltave surprised 
y~u. Could he., or the Lucases, ha\'e 
pitched on any man, within the circle of 

• our acquninb·n~e, whose name would 
• h:we given the lie more effectually to 

what they relatccl ? Mr. Darcy, who 
never looks at any woman but to &ee a 

blemish, and who probablY. never looked 
at you in his life! It is a'dmi_r,able'!" 

Elizabeth tried to join Ll her fath~r·s 
plea~autry, but could only force one 
11iost rclllctant smif~. N'cver had his 

wit bcPn cli'rected in a .manner so little 
L1gree':1Lle to her. 

" Arc 'ou not 'diferted ?" 
I • I f 

VOL. II r. N " Oh ! •• 
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'' Oh! yes.· Pray reac.~ on.". · · 
cc After mentioning. it~, likelihood of 

this marriage to her ladyship. last night, 
she immediately, w~th her usual con
descension, expressed what she felt on 
the occasion ; when it became apparent, 
th~t. on the score of some family objec
tioR11 on the part of my cousin, she 
would never give her consent to what 
she termed so disgracefu! a match .• I 
thought it my duty to give tHe speediest 
intelligenee of this to my cbusin, that she · 
and her noble admirer may be aware of 
what they are about, and not run hastily 
into a marriage which has not been pro
perly sanctioned.'' " Mr. Collins more
over add!i," ""I am truly rejoiced that my 
cousin Lydia's sacl business has been so 
well h11&hed up, and 4'rl only conct:rned 
that th~ir living together· before the 
marriage took place, sho1,1ld be so gene
rally known. I must ·not, however, 

neglect· the duties of. my station, or re-
, frain 



( "2()7 ) 

frail\ from dee],ring my amazement, at 
hearing that h~k.received the .young 
couple into your house as soon as tlley 
were married. It was an encouragement 
of vice ; and had I 'been the. rector of 
Longbourn, I should very strenuously 
ha\•e dpposed it. You ought certl!!ply 
to forgive them -as a christian, but aevei' 
to admit them in your sight, or allow 
their names to be mentioned in your 
hearing." '~ Thq.t is his notion of chris-

, tian forgivenes's ! The rest of his letter 
is only about his clear Charlotte's situa
tion, and his expectation. of a young 
olive-branch. But, Lizzy, you look as 
ff you did not enjoy .it. You are not 
going to be Missisk, I hope, and pre.tend 
to be affrmited at an idle report. For 
what do we live, bot . to make sport for 
our neighbours, and laugh. at them in 
our turn r 

" Oh!'' cried Elizabeth, " I am ex
cessively diverted. iut it is so .strange !" 

N-2' ''Yes-
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"Yes---Urat is what diak.esit amriting. 

Had they fixed o:Yi a~~\ other ·man it 
w~uld have been nbthing ~· bllt his per
fect indiftcrcnce,, · and· .1/out pointed dis
like, ' !.Jlllke it so' dclightfolty ~bsnrd ! 
Much as ·I abominate writing, I would 
11qt give up Mr. Coll ins's correspo'ndencc 
fol"'-any consideration, Nay, when I 
read a 1etter of his, I cannot help giving 
him the prefe1 ence even over Wickham, 

much as I value the impudence an<l 
hypocrisy of my son in-law. And pray, 
Lizzy, what said Lady Catherine about 
this report ? Did she call to refuse her 
consent?" 

To this question his daughter replied 
only with a laugh ; and as it had been 
asked without the least suspicion, she 
was not distressed by'his , repeating it. 
Elizabeth had never been more at a loss 

to make her feelings appear what they 
were not. It was necessary to laugh, 
when she would rather have cried. Iler 

. 'fi1U1er 
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falh~r bad mQst ~;~uelly mortified her, by 
wl1't.he said oftfr; Darcy's indifference, 
and she coul!f do nothing but womter 
at such a want of penetra~ion, pc (ea~ · 
that perhaps, instead of his s~eii1g .~oo 

little, she might httve fancied too mu.ch, 

CHAP. 



CHAPT~w·:~vI. 

lNsTEAD of receiving any such letter 
of excuse from his friend; as Elizabeth 
·half expected Mr. Bingley to do. he was 

able to bring Darcy with him to Lang

bou.r!1 before many days had passed after 
. Ladj~.Catherine's visit. The gentlemen 
arrived early ;~and, before Mrs. Bennet 

had time to tell him of their having 
seen his . aunt, of which her daughter 
sat in momentary dread, Bingley, who 
wanted to be alone with Jane, pro

posed their all walking out. It was agreed 
to. Mrs. Bennet was not in the 
habit of walking, • Mary could never 

spare time, but the remaining five set off 
together. Bingley and Jane, however, 
soon allowed the othersl'ti outstrip them. 

They lagged -behind, while Elizab~th, 

Kitty, and· Darcy, were to entertain each 
·other. Very little wa8 said by either; 

JC.itty was too::much .afraid of him to 
talk; 
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talk'; Elizabet~ was secretly forming a 
despera~e resJi~tion ; and ~rhaps he 
might be doing the same. 

· They walk~d . towards the Lucases, 
because Kitty wished . to . , call upon . 
Maria ; and as Elizabeth saw JlO occasion 
for mflking it a general concern, when· 
Kitty left them, she went boldly on.;,ith · 
him alone. Now was the 'moment for 
her resolution to be executed, and, while 
her courage was h~gh; she immediately 
said, 

" Mr. Darc!y, I 8JD ~a very selfish 
creature; and, for the. sake .of giving 
relief to my own feelings, care not how 
much I may be wounding your's. I can 

• 
no longer help thanking you for your 
unexampled kil)dness to my poor-.sister. 
Ever since I have known it, I have been 
most anxious to acknowledge to you 
how gr"~fully I feel it. Were it known 
to the rest of my family, I should not 
have merely my lilWD gratitude to ex~ 
pre Ifs." " I 
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" ~ am sorry, excee~l 'l~ly sorry,·· re
plied Dar~y, in a tonee~ surprise and 
emotion, 11 that you ha\·e ever been in
forJI\ed of ~hat may, in a mistu~en 

. light, have giv~n you uneasiness. I did 
not th~nk Mrs, Gardiner was so little to 
be trusted." 

11• You must not blame my aunt. 
Lyu;~·s thoughtle&::,ness first bctra)cd to 
me that )OU had been c;oncerned in the 
matter ; and, of course, I could not rest 
till I knew the particulars. Let me 
thank you agam and agaiu, in the name 
of all my family, for that generous com
passion which induced you to take so 
much trol1l>le, and bear so many morti
fications, for the &akt~ of di::,covering 
them.'' 

1 • 
" If you will thank 111e,'' he rcpli<:d, 

'' let it be for yourself alone. That the 
wi&h of giving happine&s to ~ou, might 
a<ld force to the other inducements 
which led me on, I sl~~ll not attempt to 

dc..ny. 
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deny. B~.~ yoJ.j~mUy o~e me ~pthing. 
Much as·· I Js~ct" them, I believe~ I 
th(mgh't only or'y~~·.,; •. 
· · Eli'zabeth was too ni~cl1 embarrassed 

to .say· a ··'!or,f.- -4fi¥~~~· 1h~rt paU,se, her 
coriipanion add~a; 1" You are too gene-• ' 
rous to trifle with me. If your feeJ.ings-
are ~stilt what 'they were .. I~tJ Aprilr ,tell 
~ie so at once. ;:·JJ.1y' ':4!tfcc,tions ;md 
wishes are, unchang~d,' ·~~t. o'ne word 
from you will's\lence'm.e ·on this subject 
for ever." • · ,; 

Elizabeth fteling. a:1t 'the: m_ore than 
common awkwarclnes·s.aiid q1iX.~ety of hiiJ· 
situation, now forced pers~lf to speak;. 
and" immediately~ ~-thQQgh not very 
~foently, gave him to· tii1de~sta~a, tliat 
her sentiinc;mts had undergone so mate
rial a change, 'si'~'ce'the' p~riod'to ~hich 
he allucled, as to rri~ke' ff~r ·~~cei~e with 

. ·' ' ·'l .t.' :! $ •• ,,,, • -

gratitude and plea~nire, his presen(assu·-
ranc~s· ... ~he 1.1app1ners "":~i~h_ 'this 'reply 
produced,' was suieh aa he had probably 

B ~ never 
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never felt before; and h~~~1>ressed him
self. on the occasion as \.,ensibly ahd 
as warmly as a man violently in love can 
besnpposed to do. Had Elizabeth been 
able to encounter his eye, she m~ght hiwe 
seen how well the expression of qeart
felt delight, diffused over his face, be
came"'i1im ; but, though she could not 
look, she could listen, and he told her 
of feelings, ·which,· in proving of what 
importance she was -to him, made his 

.. . 0 

affection every moment m9re valuable. 
They walked on; without knowing in 

what directitm. · There was too much to 
be thoi.18ht, and felt, and said, for atten-· 
tion lo any:-other'· objects. She soon 
learnt that they were indebted for their 
present ·g~od understanci,ng·to the efforts 
of his aurit; \vho dia call on him in he.r 

,,j - 1 ' 

return ~hrough. Lond6n, and there rei.te 
ber journey to Lotigbourn, its rnotive, 
and the 6ubstanee of her conversation 
with ·Elizabeth ; 4wt!1.ling emphati';.~1Iy 

on 
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on every expr~~lon of the latter,. which, 
it\- her ladyshi~s i:pprehension, peculiarly 
denot~,d her perverseness and assuranl:e, 
in the belief that such a relation must 
assist her endeavours· to obtain that . . . 
promise from her nephew, which ahe had 
refuse~ t9 give. But, unluckily·for her 

ladyship, its effect had been .exactly.~on
trariwise. 

" It taught me to. hape,'• said ~e, "as 
I had scarcely ever aJlowed myself to 
hope before. • I knew enough of your 
disposition to •be cert~in, that, had you 
been absolutely, iri·evocably decided 
against me, you would have acknow

ledged it to Lac.ly_ Catherine, frankly and 
openly" 

Elizabeth coloured and laughed as she 
replied, " Yes, you ~now en~ugh of my 
frOiJ,lmcss to believe me capable of that. 
After abusing you so abominably to your 
face, I could have no scruple in abusing 
you to all ,·our relfttions." · 

"w-hat 
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"\Vhat did you say o~;.me, that I did 
. . It•• 

not deserve? For, t.hc'lu~ your ·~9CU-
sations were ill-founded, formed.on mis· 
ta.ken premises, my behaviour to you at 
the ti111e, had merited the .severest re
proof. It was unpardonable. • I canr1~t 
think of it without abh.orrence.'' 

i' ~Y c will not <1uarrt'I for the greater 
flhare of lilanie ontH'Xcd to that evening,'' 

said Elizabt.th. '' The couduct of uei
ther, if stric_tiy ~amincd, will be irre

proachable; .. bp.t. si11<'e then, we. have 
both, I hope, improycd in c1vilit.y." 

" I caunot Li~ so casil.y recoucilcd to 
myself. The recollection of what I 
then sait!, of my c:o1iJnct, my manners, 
my expn:~sions durir1g the Vvholc of it, is 

11ow, and has been many moi;i.ths, i.nex· 

prcssibly painful tom~.,". '~our reproof, 
~o well appl~ed~ I sirnJI n~\·e.r forgst : 
'had you behaved in .a m9re gentleman
like manne'r.' T~1ose vvere you~ words. 

You }.;.now not, you. <qcln scarcely con-
cdve, 
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cei~e1 how •the~ ~ave torture~ me ~
though it waj-some time, I confess, be-. ' " " ' .. 
fore l· was. reasonable enough. to allow 
their justice. · · · ' ~" : ". . . ,,; 

:'.I was certainly' \:e'ry far·- from,' ex::
pccting them to make so s't1;ong an im~ . ' . 
pression. I had ri'ot the smallest idea of 
their being ever fett·ih such a \\•ay."' 

" I can easily believe it. Yol.l thought 
me then devoid of every proper feeling, I 
am sum you did .... Tl}e turn of your 

countenance I.shall hever forget, a_s you 
sai<l that. I cotild not liave'-addresscd you 
in any possible way,, that wo'uld ind1.&ce 
you to accept me:' · · 

" Oh! do not rspeat· ~what f then 
said. · These recollectid~s will'~ot do. at 
all. ·I a·s!a·re you, that I llave 1o~g"'be~p 
most heartily' a~hartted of it'" '.; ." " ' 

- -! "' I ~ , . i 

Darcy mentioned· his letter., " Di_d 
it," ·said he, " did it so1on rtmke you thfok' 
better of mer . 'Did ·y'Oti, on reading it, 

give·any credit to'~ts ~b'1uents ?". ' 
She 
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She explained what i~a effect on her 
had ft been, and how grad~ally all her 
former prejudices had been removed. 

" I knew," said he, " that what I 
wrote must give you pain, but iL was 
necessary. I hope you have destrojed 

the l~ter. There was one part eSflt'Cially, 
the opening of it, which I should dread 
your having the power of reading again. 
I can remember some expressions which 
might justly make you hate me." 

" The letter shall certainiy be burnt, 

if you believe it essential to the preser

vation of my regard i but, though we 
have both reason to think my opinions 

not entirely unaltemble, they are not, I 
hope, quite so easily changed as that 
implies.'' 

"Wheu I wrote t'Ll.it letter,'' rl'plied 

Darcy, ''I believed myself perfectly calm 
and cool, but I am since convinced that 

it was written in a dreadful bitterness of 

spirit.'' 

"The 
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. "The. letter, nerhaps, began iii bitter
ness,. but it dill not end ·so. The Jtdieu. 
is charity itself. But think"no mote ·of 
the letter. The feelings of the person 
whQ wrote;, an<l the person who received· 
it, are.now so wiclely".different from what 
they were then, that every 'iinplelfsant 
circumstance attendfog it, ought· io be 
forgotten-. You must learn some of 
my philosophy. Think only' of-the past 

, as-its remembr.at,ce gives you pleasure." 
''I cannot give ycni <?redit fot any .phi

losophy of" the kind: Your retrospec
tions mllst he so totafly·voicl of reproach, 
tliat the contentment arisi"ag from them, 
is not of philosl•phj,• but 'vhat is· much 
better, of ignoran~e. Bnt with me, it· is 
not .so. Painful recollections will in
trncle, which. c~nnot, which ought'not 
to be repelled. · r· have"been a selfish 
being all my life, in .. practice, though not 

'iii principle. As a child-I was taught what . " . 
was rjght, but I waf nc~t Umg!1rto correct 

my 
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my ·temper. · i' was giv0eo g<)od_ · pri_i~~i
ple~~ but left to follow therffi in ·pride: and 
conceit .• U nfortuna_tel./an _only 8o·n; (for 
m'any y~ars. an 'only child} ·r was spoilt'.by 
my pareAts, ··who -though g66d 'tbe~- · 
• ·•· " • ' .. : or. .. 

selves, (my 'father· particularly, all 'that 
was '.b~nevofent and'· amiable,). alt~wed,· 
encou'raged, almosda(ight meto'be ~eHish 
and overbearing, t9'C'at~ f'l)r non~ beyoml · 
my own fainil{tirc~,1-tb th.ink meanly of 
all the rest of the world, to wish at least 
to think. mea'nfy-'of their s~Itse and worth 
compared With" tii'y. own. · Such I was, 
from eight to eight and' twenty; tmd 
-such I might stin)iaYe'been·bntfor you, 
dearest, loveliest · Elizabeth ! Wfo1t do 
I n~t ow~ y6t1 I Yo~ t~ught me"a ·lesson, 
hard indeed at first, but most advan: · 
tage6ak' 1 ·sy you~ iwv·pro~erly ii~m
bled. I came to you without a doubt of 
my' reeepiion. f'' ;l'tfu' she\ved· ine how 
i~suflici~nt, were,i all' lny pretensions.to· 

pte"ase a~~f1 ·wottbjbfrbeirlg pleased.'' 
'."' ' l .\ '' 'Had 
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"tf:lad yQ~ th~n persuaded yolfrself.. 

that i ahoul~l ~,,·. • ' ... · 

':')~d~ed. 1 h~d: What will .fou 
thii1k .of my vanity ? I believed! you _ti:> 
be wishing, expe,cting my addresses ... '.· 

''My ~anners imist ·have --been· in 
fault, \mt not intentionally I assure jou. 
I never meant, to de~eive you, but my 
spirits might o(t,~n lead m~ wrong .. How 
yoll must have hated me after that 
evening ?'' " 

" Hate yoll_! I was angry perhaps at 
first, but my aftger soon began to ta~e a 
proper direction." 

" I am almost afraid of ask~ng what 
y~u tho~ght of me ; • when we met at 
Pemberley. You ,blamed ~e fo~ com. 
• ';I" 
mg~ . . ,, .. 

''No ind~ed; I felt nothing b~~ sur-
. " prise. . _ .1 

" Your surprise could not be gPCater 
than mine in b~ing noticed by you. 

My conscieqce tO!~.~~" ,that I ~eservecl 
no 
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no extraordinary politenesss and I ~on
fess that I did not expect to receivemore 
than my due." ' 

'' My object _then," replied Darcy, " was 
to shew you, by every civility in my 
pe>Wer, that I was not so mean as to re
sent the past ; and I hoped to obtain 
your.fo1giveness, to lessen your ill opi
nion, by letting you see that your re
proofs had been attended to. How soon 
any other wi&hes introduced themselves 
I can hardly tell, but I bdie've in about 
half an hour after I had seen } ou." 

He then tolcl her of Georgiana's de
light in her acquaintance, and. of her 
disappointment at. its sudden mterrup
tion ; which naturally lca<lmg to the 
cause of that interruption, she aoon learnt 
that his resolution of following her from 
Derbyshire in quest ~f her sister, had 
been •formed befOl'e he quitted the inn, 
and that his gravity and thoughtfulness 
there, had arisen from no other strug-

. gles 
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gles •than what stich a purpose must com-
prehend. • 

She expres/ed _her gratitl1de again, lSut 
"it was to<> painfol a subject to caeh~ to 
be dwelt on farther. · _, ·, ~~ 

After -~alking se\•eral mile& in a lei
surely •manner; and too busy to know 
any thing about it, they found at last, on 
examining their watches, that it was time 

t to be at home. 
" What could become of M1·. Bingley 

•and Jane f' \Ws a wonder which intro
duced the difcussion of their affairs. 
Darcy was delighted with their· engage

, ment; his friend had gi~en him the ear
liest information of it. 

• 
" I must ask whether · yoa w.e~e s1Jr-·_ 

prised ?"' said Elizabeth. • 
"Not at all. When l:: .. ~t:1 away, .. 

I felt that it would-soon,happen.t•·· ·- · · 
"That is to ~y, 'you h~d given your 

permission. I gitessed as much.'' And 
though· he exclaimed at· the term, she 

found 
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found' that it had been pr~Uy. much·"the, 
case. e ... 

· "On theeveni~g ,befor~ ·~y.gQing to 
~onuon," said he -0 I made a confession 
to him, which I believe. I ou-gbt to have 
made long ago. I told him 'of all that 
1rnd occmred to mak~ my former'inter
ferec~r,c in his ~ffairs, absurd aud imperti
teut. His surp1ise w~_great •. He had 
ncl/<"r hail the slighest suspicion. I told 
him, moreove.r, that I believed myself 
mistaken in .. suppoi;ing1 al:S I had done, · 
that )'our sister was indifterent to him ; 
and as I. could easily perceive that his 
attachment to her wai:i unabated1 I felt no 
doubt ~)f thcir·happincns together." 

Elizabeth could not belp smiling at 
his easy manner of directing his friend. 

"Did you speak from your.own obser
\•atiori:' said she, ,~' w'Tlen you told him 
that my sister loved him, or merely 
from my information last spring? .. 

''From the forrne,;. I had narrowly 
obsc.rved 
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obs~rved be.-.;dttring·the two \'is:ts which 

I had lately ma~ her here; and l was 
convinced ·of'he,r:affecticm:'• · · · · '• 

~'And youN1sstmince of it; I suppose~ 
carried immediate· conviction to him.'' 

" It· ~id. Bingley is mosi: unaffe~ted: 
ly rn&dest. His diffidence hacl prevent-

• 
ed his depending on· his own juclg.rncnt 
in so anxious a::icase, but his relia1?ce on 
mine, made every thing easy. I was 
obliged to confess one thing, which for 

a time, and nOt unjustly, offended him .. I 

could not allo\'V triyself to conceal that 
j om· sister had been in town three 
months last winter, that I had know~1·ir, 
and purposely kept .it from hjm. He 
was a11gry. lint his anger, l arµ persua· 

ded, 'lasted no ·longer than he r~mained 
in any doubt of your sist~r's sentiments. 
He has heartily forgiven me no~v." 

Elizabeth longed to observe that :Mr. 

Biuglcy. had been a most tlclightfnl 
friend ; so easily !Jllided that his worlli 

was 
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was invaluable ; but she checked heitself. 
She remembered that he had yet to learn 
to 'be laught at, and it w\is rather too 
.~arly to begin. II'! anticipating the hap
piness of Bingley, which of course was to 
be inferior only to his own, he·continued 
the 0conversation till they reached the 
house. In the hall they parted. 

-C.FIAP. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

"MY. dear Lizzy, where can you have 
bee']- walki,ng tor" was a ques!ion wh1~ 
Elizabeth recejved from Jane as soon as 

• she entered the room, and from alJ. the 
other~ when they sat down to table.· She 
had only to say in reply, that they had 

• wandered about, till she was beyond her 

.own knowled&e· She coloured as she 
spoke ; but ne~her that, nor any thing 
else, awakened a suspicion of the truth. 

The evening passed quietly, unmarked 
by any thing extraordinary. The ac
knowledged lovers t~ked and laughed, 
the unacknowledged were silent. Darcy 
was not of a disposition in which happi
ness ovcrfl9ws in mirth ; and Elizabeth, 
agitated and confused, rather knew that 
she was happy, than felt herself to be so; 
for, besides the immediate embarrass
ment, there were oiher evils before her. 

I a I • 
;;he 
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She nnlici(iaterl what would. be folt .iil the 
family when her .r;ituation became 

r ' 
k1'iown ; she was aware that no one 

liked him but Jane; and even feared that 
with the others it was a dislike which not 

' 
all his fortune aud consequ~nce might 
do away. 1 

At night she opeued her heart .to 
Jane. Though smpiciou was very far 
from Miss Bennefs general habits, she 
was absolutely incredulous here. 

< 
" You are joking, Lizzy. This can-

not be !-engaged to Mr. Darcy ! No, 
no, you shall not decci\·e me. I know it 
tu be impossible." 

'' Thi_s is a wretched beginning in
cb!d ! 1\f y sole clep('uckncc was on you ; 

aml I am sure uobody dse will believe 
me, if you do not. Yet, i ndecd, I am ... 
in eai'nest. I t>pcn!\ nothing but tl1c 

truth. IIc still loves me, and we are t:ll-

1 " gnge< . 
Jane kokcil al her doubtingly. "Oli. 

L1zz}' ~ 
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Lizz\' ! it cannot he. I ku<.lw •hmv 
•t 

much you dislike ~im." 
''You kno71 nothing of the mattt;r. 

Tliat is alf to be forgot. Perhaps I did 

not always lo\'e him so well as I do 110\v: 

But.in SU(~l cases as these, a good me

mory i~ unpardonable. This is the last 
time I shall e\•cr remember it myself.~ 

Miss Bennet still looked all amaze
ment. Elirnbeth again, and more scri-

• ous'y nssurrd her of its truth. 

• Goud Hcar~n ! can it be really so ! 
Yet now I mu~believe you,'" cried Jane. 
" 1\1y dear, dear Lizzy, I would-I do 
congratulate you-but are you certain ? 
forgive the question-arc yon quite cer
tain that you can be lxippy with him r" 

" 'There can be no doubt of that. It 

is scttLd between us already, that we are 
to l;e the happiest couple in the world. 

Bnt are you pleased, Jane ? Shall you 
like to have such a brother?" 

" Ve1·y, very much. Nothing conld 

\"OL.III. 0 give 
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give•either Bingley or myself mar~ de· 
light. But we consiqerecl it, we talked 
o( it as impossible. And1do you really 
love him quite well enough? Oh, Lizzy! 
llo any thing rather than marry without 
affection. Are you quite sur~ that. you 
feel what you ought to do ?', ,. 

'~ Oh, yes ! You will only think I 
feel more than I ought to do, when I tell 
you all.'' 

" What do you mean r'' 
'' Why, I must confess, that I lov&. 

him better than I do 13ingley. I am 
afraid you will be angry." 

" My dearest sister, now he be seri
ous. I want to talk very seriously. Let 
me kn~w every thi.ng that I am to know, 
without delay. Will you tell me how 
Jong you have loved him ?" · 

"It has been comin1> on so gradually, 
that I hardly know when it began. But 
I believe I must date it from my first 
seeing his beautiful grounds at .. Pem
berley." l A~other 
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Anqlhf!r intreaty that she would be 
serious, however, produced the desired 
effect ; and she soon satisfied Jane by 
her solemn assurances of attachment. 
When convinced on that article, Misa 
Bennet hadtllothing farther to wish. 

" Nmv I am quite happy," said she, 
" for you will be as happy as· myself. • I 
always had ava)ueforhim. Were it for 
nothing but his love of you, I must al
ways have esteemed him ; but no~, 
as Bingley's fri~nd and your husband, 
there can be onl-f Bingley and yourself 
more dear to me. }Jut Lizzy, you have 
been very sly, very reserved with me. 
How little did you te11 me of what passed 
at Pemberley and Lantbton ! I owe all 
that I know of H, to another, not to 
you." 

" Elizabeth told her. the motives of 
her secrecy. She had been unwilling to 
mention Bingley; and the unsettled state 
of her own feelings h~d made her equaUy 

o"l . avoid 
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a~ofd the name of his frie'ld. Bu~ now 
she would no longer' conceal from her, 
his share in Lydia's mar':·iage. All was 

• acknowledged, and half the night spent 
in conversation. 

" Good gracious !'' cried Ml s. Ben
net, as she stood at a window the next 
morning, " if that disagreeable Mr. 
Darcy is not coming here again with; 
our dear Bingley ! What can he mean 
by being so tiresome t.s to be al ways 
coming here ? I had 1fo notion but he 
would go a shooting, or something or 
other, and notdisturb us with his com
pany. What shall we clo with him ? 
I .. izzy> you must walk out with him 
again, that he may not be in llingley's 
wav. 

,, 

Elizabeth could ha~ly help laughing 
at so CQnvenicut a proposal; yet was 
really vexed that hc1· mother should be 
always giving him s•1ch an epithet. 

As 



( 29:.i ) 
• 

As I soon a~ they e11te1·ct.l, Bingley 
looked at her so dpressivdy, and shook. 
hands with s~ch warmth, as left nh 
Joubt of liis good information; and he. 

u 

soon aftcnvards said aluucl, " l\1r. Ben-• . 
net, have you no more lanes hereabout~ 

• in which Lizzy may lose her wny a~ain 
to-day." 

" I advise l\I r. Darcy, an(l Lizzy, antl 

•Kitty," snicl 1\1rs. Bennet, ''to walk to 
pakham Mount this mc,mil'lg. It is a 
nice long walk", and Mr. Darcy has ... 
never seen the view." 

"It may do very well for the others," 
replied Mr. Bingley ; "but I am sure it 
will be too much for ~itty. Wont it, 
Kitty:•• 

Kitty owned that she had rather stny 
at home. Darcy l>rofessed a great cu· 
riosity to see the view from the Mount, 
and Elizabeth silently consented. A• 
she went up stairs to get ready, Mrs. 
Bennet followed her1 saying, 

"I am 
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' ''I am quite sorrY,, Li~zy, that you 
spould be forced to have ilmt disagreeable 
man all to yourself. But I hope you 

· will not mind it : it is all for Jane's sake, 
you know ; and there is no nccasicm fo1· 
talk.ing , to him, except just tlf.)W and 
then. So, do not put yourself to incon
venience." 

During their walk, it was resolved 
that Mr. Dennet's consent should be 
asked in the course ~f the evening .. 
Elizabeth reserved to herself the applica· 
tio~ for her mother's. She could not 
determine how her mother would take 
it ; sometimes doubting whether all hi1 
"'ealth and grand~ur would be enough 
to overcome her abhorrence of the man. 
But whether she were viole~tly set 
against the match, or~iolently delighted 
with it, it was certain that her manner 
would be equally ill adapted to do credit 
to her sense ; and she could no more 

bear that , Mr. J?a~y should he~r the 
first 
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tirst "raptures" of her joy, than the firit 
• 

vehemence o~her disapprobation. 

I.Ji the tvening, soon after Mr. _Ben
net wjthdrew to the library, she saw 
i\Ir. Darcy rise also and follow him, and 
her agitation on seeing it wns extreme. 
She did not fear her father's opposition, 

' but he was going to be made unhappy, 
• and that it should be through her means, 

• 
that she, his .{avourite child, should pe 
distressing him by her choice, should be 
filling him with fears and regrets in dis
posing of her, was a wretched reflect.ion, 
and she sat in misery. till Mr. Darcy ap
peared again, when, looking nt him, ,she 
was a little relieved by his smile. In a 
few minutes he approached the table 
where she was sitting with Kitty; and, 
while pretending to admire lier work, 
said in a whisper, " Go to your father, 
he \rants you in t~e library." She wa1 

d. 1 .. • 1 • H ~~J~t,. u 
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I kr father was walking aboul tlw 
room, looking grave ~nd anxious. 
" Lizzy,"' said he, '' what arc you 
(bing? Arc you out of your senses, to be 

accepting this man ? llavc m1t yon, alft 
'tVays hated him ?" 

I-l<?,W earnestly did she then wish that 
her former opinions had been more rca. 
sonable, her expressions more moderate ! 
1t would have !.pared her from explana
tions and professions which it was ex
ceedingly awkward to gi~e ; bnt they 
were now necessary, and she assured him 
with some confusion, of her attachment 
to M 1·. Darcy. 

" Or in other wqrcls, you are deter
mined to have him. IIe is rich, to be 
sure, and you may have more fine clothes 
and fine carriages than J!ne. But will 
they make you happy r" 

" Have you any other objection," said 
Elizabeth, " than your belief of my in
difference ?" 

· "·None 
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" None at all1 We all know him to 
be a proud, 1'np1easant sort of inan ; .but 
this would be nothing if you really lik~d 

him.'' ) . . ., . 
'' I <lo, I do like him,· she rcphc<l, 

with tears in her eyes, " I love him. fo ... 
deed he has no improper pricie. ·ue is 
perfectly amiable. You do not kno\V 
what he really is ; then prny do not pain 
me by speaking of him in such terms~" 

"Lizzy,·• tiai<l her falher, " I liave 
given him mf9consent. He is the ki11d 
of man, indeed, to whom I i,hould never 
dare refuse any thing, which he conde
scended to ask. I now give it to you, if 
you are resolved on' having him. But 
let me advise you to think better o~ it. 
I know your disposition, Lizzy. I know 
that you could be neither happy no1· 
respectable, unless you truly esteemed 
your husband ; unless you looked up to 
him as a superior, Your liv@ly' talents 

woold ph~ce .you •in1the gseatest danger 
0 3 m. 
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in an unequal marriage. You could 
scarcely escape discredit and.misery. My 
cl~il_d, let me not have the grief of seeing 
you unable to respect your partqer in life. 
Yon know not what you are about.'' 

"Elizabeth, still more affecteu, was 
earnest and solemn in her reply ; and at 
length, by repeated assurances that Mr. 
Darcy was really the object of her choice, 
by explaining the gradual change which 
her estimation of him hr.cl undergone, 
relating her absolute cerlainty that his 
affection was not the work of a day, but 
had stood the test of many months sus· 
J•ense, and enumerating with energy all 
his good qualities, st1e did conquer her 
fatlh r's incredulity, and reconcile him to 
the match. 

"Well, my dear,'' said he, when she 
ceased speaking, "I have no more to 
aay. If this be the case, he deserves you. 
I could not have parted with you, my 
Lizzy, to any,.one le.,;s wortry.'' 

To 
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To complete• the favourable impres
sion, she thln told him what Mr. DArcy 
had voluntarily done for Lydia. He 
he~rd het with astoRishment. 

"This is an evening of wonders, in-
• deed I And so, Darcy did every thing; 

made up the match, gave the money, paid 
the fellow's debts, and got him his com
mission ! So much the better. It will 
save me a world of trouble an<l economy. 

Had it been ~~ur uncle's doing, I must 
and would have paid him ; but these 
violent young lovers carry every thing 
their own way. I shall offer to pay him 
to-morrow; he wilJ rant and storm • about his love for you, and there will be· 
an end of the matter." 

He then recollected her embarrass
ment a few days before, on his reading._ 
Mr. Collins's letter; and after laughing 
at her· some time, allowed her at last to. 
go-saying, as slite quitted the room, 
"It any .joOng • mc!n corfle ·for Mary 

.or 
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Kitty, send them in, for I am quite at 
leisttre." 

Elizabeth's mind was now relieved 

from a very heavy weight; and, ~fter half 

an hour's quiet reflection in her own 

room, she was able to join the others 

with t~lernble composure. Every thing 
was too recent for gail:!ty, but the even

ing passed tranq11illy away ; there was 

no longer any thing material to be 
dreaded, and the comfort oeease and fa. 
miliarity would ccme in tinie. 

"\tVhen her mother wt>nt up to her 

dressing-room at night, she followed her, 

and made the important communication. 

Its effect was most extraordinary; for 

on first hearing it, Mrs. Bennet sat quite 

still, and unable to utter~ syllable. Nor 

was it under many, many minutes, that 

~he could comprehend what she heard ; 

though not in general backward to ere· 

<lit what was for the advantage of her 

family, or tha~ camel' in·· the. shape of a 

lover 
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lover to any o( them. She began at 
lepgth to r!cover, to fidget about in• her 
chair, gd up, 1-iit down again, wonder, 

m~d blcsl herself. 
" Good gracious! Lord b1ess me ! 

onl/think ! dear me! l\1r. Darcy 0! Who 
would have thought it ! And is it really 
true? Oh ! my sweetest Lizzy ! how 
rich ancl how great you will be I What 
pin money, what jewels, what carriages 
you will hav~ ! Jane's is nothing to it
nothing at ·ail. 1 am so pleased-so 
happy. Such a charming man !_:_so 
handsome ! so tall !-Oh, my deaa 
Lizz} ! pray apologise for i;ny having dis· 
liked him so much' before'. I hope he 
will overlook it. Dear, dear Lizzy. A 
house in town ! Every thing that is 
charming ! Three daughters married ! 
Ten thousand a year ! Oh, Lord ! What 
will become of me. I shall go dis-
tracted." • 

6l'his ~~S• enougl to ptove that her 
,.puro-
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approbation neerl not be doubted: and 
v I 

l:Iizabeth, rejoicing that such an effu-
sion was heard only by herself, soon 
went away. But before she h!ld been 
three minutes in her own room,,_ her 
mother followed her. 

" My dearest child," she cried, " I 
can think of nothing else! Ten thou
sand a year, and very likely. more ! 'Tia 
as good as a Lord ! And a special li
cence. You must and sha)( be married 
by a special licence. But my dearest 
love, tell me what dish Mr. Darcy is par
ticularly fond of, that I may have it to
morrow." 

This was a sad omen of what her mo
ther's behaviour to the ~ntleman him
self might be ; and Elizabeth found, 
that though in the certain possession of 
his warmest affection, and secure of her 
relations' consent, there was still some
thing to be wished fl·r.'- But the mor
row pa~sed oft much'better th~n she ex-

,pecte.d ;. 
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pected ; for Mrs. Bennet luckily stood 
in such a\~ of her intended son-ir{-law, 
that she ventured not to speak to him, 
unless i\ was in her power to offer him· 

• 
any attention, or mark her deference for 

• his opinion. 
Elizabeth had the satisfaction of see

ing her father taking pains to get ac· 
quaintc<l with him ; and Mr. Bennet 
soon assured her that he was rising every 
hour in his esteem . 

• • 
" I admire all my three sons-in-law 

highly," said he. " Wickham, perhaps, 
is my favourite ; but I think I shall like 
your husband quite,as well as Jane's." 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

E1,1zABE'rH 's spirits sCJon r\ting to 
playfulness again, she wanted Mr. Darcy 
to acco\ml for his having ever fallen in 

Jove with her. "How could you be
gin ?" said she. " I can comprehend 
your going on charmingly, when you 
had once made a beginning ; but what 
could set you off in the first_place ?" 

" I cannot fix on the hour, or the 
spot, or the look, or the wvrds, which 
laid the foundation. It is too long ago. 
I was in the middle befCDre I knew that I 

had begun." 
" My beauty you had early with· 

stood, and as for my ma1U1ers--my beha
viour to you was at least always border
ing on the uncivil, and I never spoke to 

you ~ithou_t rather wishing to give you 
pain than not. Now ·be sincere; did 

you admire me for my i1npertil~ttnce r 
" :For 
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\, t"or the liveliness of your mind, I 
did.'' 

" You m{y as well call it impertmence 
at ouce. It was very little less. 'l'he 
f,tft is, t\at you were sick of civility, of 
defo,ence, of officious attention. You 
were disgusted with the womeJ1 who 
were always speaking and looking, and 
think for your approbation alone. I 
roused, and interested you, because I 
was so unlike tliem. Had you not been 
really amiab!e. you would have hated me 
for it ; but in spite of the pains you took 
to disguise yourself, your feelings were 
always noble and just ; and in your 
heart, you thoroug)ily despised the per
sons who so assiduously courted you. 
There-I have saved you the trouble of 
accounting for it; and really, all things 
considered, I begin to think it perfectly 
reasonable. To be sure, you know no 
actual good of me-bnt nobody thinks of 
that when they fa_M in love .. , 

''\Vas 
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" Was there no good in your aff ec
tionate behaviour to Jane, while she was 
ill at Netherfield ?'' 

" Dearest Jane ! who could hi:!-ve done 
less for her? But make a virtu~ of it '1y 
all means. My good qualities are u'1der 
your protection, ancl you are to exagge
rate them as much as possible; and, in 
Teturn, it belongs to me to find occasions 
for teazing and quarrelling with you as 
often as may be; and I sh~ll begin di
rectly by asking you what, made you so 
unwilling to come to the pointat last. What 
made you so shy of me, when you first 
called, and afterwards dined here? Why, 
especially, when you r.alled, did you look 
as if yon did not care about me?" 

" Because you were grave and silent, 
and gave me no encoui'ft'gement." 

"But I was embarrassed." 
" And so was I." 
" You might have talked to me more 

when you camJe to di.oner." 

" A 
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" A man who had felt less, might.» 
• " How unlucky that you should have 

a rcasona~Ie answer to give, and tJ1at I 
shoul<l be so reasonable as to admif it! 

'II 
Dut I \fonder how long you would have 
gave on, if you had been left to yourself. 
I wonder when you would have .spoken, 
if I had not asked you ! My resolution 
of thanking you for your kindness to 
Lydia had certainly great effect. Too 
much, I am afraid; for what becomes of 

• 
the moral, j( our comfort springs from a 
breach of promise, for I ought not to 
have mentioned the subject ? This will 
never do." 

" You need IJOt distress yourself. 
'J.'he moral will be perfectly fair. Lady 
Catherine's unjustifiable endeavours to 
separate us, were the means of removing 
all my doubts. I am not indebted for 
my present happtness to your eager de
sire of expressing your gratitude. I wa1; 
not in a humo~ to wait for any open-• - . . 

ing 
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ing of your's. l\Iy aunt's intelligence 
hatl given me hope. und I was determined 
at once to l ... now every thing.' 

'1 Lady Catherine has been of i11finitc 
use, whic:1 ollght to make her lu~ppy, fo,r 
she loves to be of use. But tell me, .. 
what di~ yon come down to Nethedield 
for? \'Vc.:s it merely to ride to Long
bourn ancl be embarrassed ? or had· J <HI 

intended any more serious consequence?'' 
cc My real purpose was to see you, and 

to judge, if I could, whethtr I might 
ever hope to make you love me. My 
avowed one, or what I avowed to myself, 
was to see whether your sister were still 
partial to Bingley, and if she were, to 
make the confession .. to him which I 
have bince made," 

" Shall you e\'e1· hav,courage to an-
11ou6ce to Lady Catherine, what is to 

befall her ?'' 
''I am more likely to want time than 

courage~ 
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ccttm1ge, Elizabeth. But it oug~1t to be 
~one, and if yam will giv~ me a sheet of 
paper, it si,all be done dirc<.:Lly." 

·"And if I had not a letter to write 
myseH;,J might sit by you, and adinire 
the evenness of your writing, as another 
yot:dig lady once did. But I have an aunt, 
too, wh~ must not be longer negTected." 

From an unwillingness to confess how 
much her intimacy with Mr. Darcy had 
bceu over-rated, Elizabeth had never yet 
answered l\ks. Gardiner's long letter, but 
now, havin~ tliat to communicate which 
she knew would be most welcome, she 
was almost a:;bmncd to fin<l, that her 

uncle and aunt had already lo~t tlll'ec 

clays of happine&'s, and immediately 
wrote as follows : 

" I would h'lVe thanked you before, 
my dear aunt, as I ought to have doue, 
for your long, kind, satisfactory, detail 

of particulars; but to say the truth, I was 

too cross to writfa, You supposed more 
than 
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than real:y existed. But now ~uppo~e ~s 
much as you chuse ; give a loose to your 
fancy, indulge your irnaginatio~1 in every 
possible flight which the subject will 
afford, and unless you believe me :;ictually 
married, you cannot greatly err. You 
must write again very soon, and pra.ise 
him a great deal more than yot. did in 
your last. I thank you, again and 
again, for not going to the Lakes. How 
could I be so silly as to wish it I Your 
idea of the ponies is deligl!tful. We 
will go round the Parl} every day. I am 
the happiest creature in the world. Per
haps other people have said so before, but 
not one with such justice. I am happier 
even than Jane ; she c.nly smiles, I laugh. 
Mr. Darcy sends you all the love in th~ 
world, that he can spare from me. You 
are all to come to Pemberley at Christ
mas. Your's, &c." 

Mr. Darcy's letter to Lady Catherin~, 
was in a different style; and still different 

fro.en 



( 311 ) 

rrom ~ither1 was what Mr. Benaet aent 
to Mr. Collins, in reply to his last • 

• 

"DE• SIB \ , 
• 

" I must trouble you once more for 
• copgratulations. Elizabeth will soon btt 

the wife of Mr. Darcy. Console Lady 
Catherin, as well as you can. Bist, if I 
were you, I would stand by the nephew. 
He has more to give. 
• "Your's sincerely, &c.,. 

Miss Bingtey's congratulations to her 
brother, on his approaching 111arriage1 

were all that was affectionate and in
sincere. She wrote even to Jane on the 
occasion, to express her delight, and • repeat all her former professions of re-
gard. Jane was not deceived, but she 
was affected i and though feeling no re
liance on her, could not help writing 
her a much kinder answer than she knew 
was deserved. 

The 



( 312 ) 

The ~oy which l\liss Darcy expressed 
on receiving similar information, was as 
sinc~re as her brother's in sending it. 
Four sides of pa pet· \\'ere in~ufficicn t J to 
contain all her delight, and all he.r earnest 
desire of being loved by her sister. 

Before any answer could arrive ,from 
Mr. eollins, or any congratt1'~~tions to 
Elizabeth, from his wife, the Longbourn 
family heard that the Collinses were come 
themselves to Lucas lodge. The reason of 
this sudden removal was ~oon evident. 
Lady Catherine had been·, rendered so 
exceedingly angry by the contents of her 
nephew's letter, that Charlotte, really 
rejoicing in the match, was anxious to 
get away till the storm was blown over. 
At such a moment, the arrival of her 
friend was a sincere pleasure to Elizabeth, 
though in the course' of their meetings 
she must sometimes think the pleasure 
dearly bought, when she saw Mr. Darcy 
exposed to all the parading and ob.cqni· 

ons 
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ous tiv11ity df he.r husband. . ffe tore~·tt 
however with achnirable calmness. · H~ 
coulf even li1ten to Sir William Luc.tas,, 
when he complimertted him O\I. carrying 
away the brigbtest jewel of the 'country~ 
and 0exrressed his hopes of their all meet-. 
ing frequ,tly at St. James'~; with ve~!, '. 
decent·composore •. If he did shjli hr~. 
shoulders, it was not till S~r William wa~ 
~t of sight. . ~ · · 

• ' 4 ' 

Mrs. Philipa's vulgarity 1"as another; 
~nd perhaps a treater tax on his forbear~. 
ance; a9d though Mr.s. Philips, as well 
her sister, stood in top much awe of htm 
to speak_ with the fam.iliarity which Bing
ley'sgood humour encouraged, yet, when- ·· 
ever she did speak, sfle must be vulgar. 
Nor was her respect for him, though .it 
made her more quiet, at all likely to : 
ma~e her more elegant. Elizabeth did 
all she could, to shield him frnm the 
frequent notice of either, and was ever 
anxious to keep him ·to herself, and t~ · 

var.. 111. 1" those 
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those of her family with whC'm he m;ght 
eonwerse without mortification ; and 
thotigh the uncomfortablt! fef'lings arii,ing 
fr.om all this tQok fi;om the seasod of 
courtship much of ils pleasure, it added 
to the hope of the futllre; and she Iool<ed 
forward with delight to the time 'when 
. they should be removed fro\.1 society 
so little pleasing to either, to all the 
.comfort and elegance of their familJ 
party at Pemberley. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

,.. '' . HAPPY for all her maternal feehngs 
was the ~l~y on which Mrs. Bennet go't · 

ric1 of her two most d1·serving daughters. 
Witti what delighted pride she afterwardl 
visited l'ffrs. Bingley and talked oT Mrs .. 
Darcy may be guessed. I. wish I could 

11111Say, for the sake of her family, that the 
accomplishment of her earnest desire in 
the ei,tabli~ment of so many of her 
~hildren, pfoduced so happy an effeet 
as to make her a sensible, amiable, wcll
informed woman for the rest of her lite; 
thollgh perhaps il wasJucky for her hus
band, who might- hot have relished do
mestic felicity 1n so unusual a form, that 
she still \WIS occasionally nervous o.nd 
invariably &il!y. 

Mr. Bennet missed his second <laugh· 
ter exceedingly ; · his aftecticm for her 
drew him oftene( from home than any 

~ 2 thin8 
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thing ·'t}se could do. He ddighte<J in 
going tq Pemberley, especially when he· 
was.-least expected. 1 

, Mr. Bingley and Jane· remained" at 
Netherfidd only a twelvem~nth. So 
near a vic_inity to her mother and Mery
ton relations was not desirable even to 
"4i1 easy temper, or her affectio~1&te heart. 
Th~ darling ~ish of his sisters was then 
gratifie~l ; he bought an estate ip a neigh
·bO\lring county to Derbyshire, and Jane. 
·and Elizabeth, in ~dition w. every other 
aource of happiness, were·within thirty 
miles of each other. · 

Kitty, to her very material advantage, 
spent the chief of her time with her two 
elder sisters. In saciety so superior to 
what she had gener;;i.lly known, her im
provement was great. ~he was not of so 
µngovernable a.temper as Lydia, and, re
moved from the influence of Lydia's ex
ample, she became, by proper attention 
and manageiµent, l~ irritable, less ig-

norant, 
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noran~ amt lcs5 insipid. Froin the 
farther d1.,.1dvantagc of Lydia's society 

she\ \\US of e~our'ie carefully kept, l'md 
though Mr.;,. \V1ckham frequently invited 

her to co,nll awl &ta) ''1th her, with the 
pro·m~sc of balls and ) oung men, her 
father w~d never con..,ent to her ~oing. 

Mdry was the only ddu_shtcr who re
mained at home; an<l she was~ necessa

'Tj drawn fr om the ,Rllrsuit ot accomplisb
n?euts 1'y Mrs. He&nefs being quite tn1a
ble to sit ~1l&11e. Maty was obliged to 
mix more ''itll' the wotld, but she contd 
&till moralize ov,..r every mornlng visit; 

a11c.I 3!> ... he ",... 111) n>nger mo1 lificd by 
comparison• Ii l\H'<.'D her &i~ter~· hcauty 

nnd lwr own, 1t w~~ suc;pecled by her 

fathrr th.it she r,nbMitted to the change 
witho11t tnll' h relnctanre. 

A.., 101 \V11·l.ttam .md l.ycli.1, their 
char,1cteri:, f>utt:..r<'ci' 01) rC'\·o!ut1on from the 
mnrri,1gc> of twrf 81::i'ttr!l: Ile hon• with 
p!nlo'!ophy th!! eonivfction that El1z.1heth 

• 
P 3 I rn..i.,t 
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must now become acquAinted.. ,.vith 
whatever of his ingralitude and false
hood had before been unk,~111wn to ~er; 

a11d in spite of every thing, was not whol
ly without hope that Darcy might yet 
be prevailed on to make his fortune. the 

'I. 

congr,:.itulatory letter which" Elizabeth 
received from Lydia on her ma'rriage, ex
plained to her that, by his ~ife at least, if 
not by himself, such .\.hope·was cherisf1-· 
ed. The letter was to this effect: · 

''MY DEAR Lizzy , 
' ' 

"I wish ·yo~ Jo,r. if you love Mr. 
Darcy half as'.~ ~a I do 'my dear Wick
ham, you must be very happy. It is a 
great comfort to Have yo'u so .rich, and 
when ytJtt have nothH1g else to do, I hope 
you will think of us.• J am sur.e Wick
ham would like a pl_ace at court very 
much, and I do not think we shall have 
quite money enough to•Jive ·upon wit-h

Ollt some help. An)i'pht<.."e would do, of 
' a~out 
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ab<aut- three or four hundred a yc!ir ; hut, 
however, do nt>t speak to Mr. Darcy 

al\out it, if .>f>U had rather 11ot. 
'' Your·s, &c." 

•As it happened that Elizabeth had 
mucli rather not ; she eudea'i>urcd in , 
her ans«'er to put an end to every- in trea-
ty and expectation of the kind. Such re-

'1ief, however, as it was in her power to af
ford, by the practice of what mig0ht be 
called ecol1'>my in her own pri\1ate ex
pences, she- frequently sent them. It 
bad always been evi<lent to her that such 
an income as theirs, u11der the clircction 
of two persons so extravagant in their 
wants, and hecdle81!1 of the future, must be 
very insufficient to their support ; and 
whenever they changed their quarters, 
either Jane or herself were sure of being 

. applied to, for lome little aE:sistance to-
' wards discharging their bills. Their 

manner of living, even when _the resto
ration 
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ration of pe:icc dismissed the°' to a home; 
was unsettled in the t!xtreme. 'l'hcy 
wel'B alwayi; moving from p~e to pljCe 
in.quest of a chrap situation, and always 
spending more_ than tl~y ougl·ft. llis 
affection for her s.:>on sunk into incl~f
ferencc ; .• her's lasted a little lo~er ;0 and 
in spite of her youth and her manners; 
she retained all the claims lo_ repntatio11 
which her marriage had given her. ·~. 

-:Though Darcy cou1d never receh·e 
lii1n at Pemherley, yet; faro Eliz:theth's· 
sake, he assisted hi~~ farthc'i· in his pro.
f6isitYn. Lyilia .wHs occasionally n visitor 

there, when her husbond was gone to en
joy himself i11 London or Bath; and with 
the Bi'ngleys they bot'h·of thern freqnent
Jy staid so iong, that even Bingley's good 
hnmour was ovet~ome,"""nrl he proceed-

. ed so far as lo talk of giv.ing them a hint 
to be gone. 

Miss Bingley w~s v~ry·· <lcepty morti
fied by Darcy'( marri°Age-; .:bu·i as she 

· Lhonght 
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thoi1gJit it '1dvisable to retain tMe right 
of visiting at P~mberlcy, she clropt all 
her resentmri'lt; was fonder than ev~r of 
G~rgiana, •almost as attentive to Dnrs:y 
as hercttfore, and paid off every arrear of 

ci\'iliLy to El.izabeth. 
Pembejey was now Gef>rgiana's home; 

and the•attachment of the sist~rs was 
exactly what Darcy had ·hoped to see. 

-'!"'hey were able to lore each other, e'ven ..... 
as wdl as they intended. Georgiana 
had the higl~st opinion in the world of 
Elizabeth; though. at first she often 
listened with an astonishment bordering 
on alarm, at her lively, sportive, manner 
of talking to her brother. He, who had 
always inspired in herself a respect which. 
almost overcame her affection, she now 
saw the object of open pleasantry. Her 
mind receivec.l knowledge which had 
never before fall~ in l1er way. By Eli .. 

°)abt!th's ~nstructions she began to com

prehend that a w~m~n may take Hber
ties 
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ties wTth her husband, which a lm~ther 
will not always allow ,.jn a sister mm·e 
th&/l ten years younger tlur,himself.,. 
. Lady Catherine was extremely jn'dig

nant on the m~!rriagc of her 111ephew ; 
and as she gave way lo nJ.1. the genuine 
frankness of her character, i;c.1 her reply 
to the leUer whichannounced·iu arrange
~nt, she sent liim language so very 
abusive, especially of Elizabeth, that f()1-

8ome time all intercourse was at an end·. 
But at length, by Eliz1beth's persuasion, · 
he. was prevailed on to bverlook the 
offence, and seek a reconciliation ; and, 
after a little farther resistnnce on the 
part of his aunt, her .reRen:ment gare 
.way, either to he11 affl ction for him, 
~ her curiosity to see how his wife 
.CQnclucted herself; antLshe condescended 
J<> wait on them at Pemberley, in spite 
'of that pollution which its woods had 
~received, not merely from th~ presen;,,-e 

of 
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of Stfltta mi!!h'ess, but the visits ~f her 
uncle and aunt f•om the city. 
'f ith the fiardiners, they were alw'1yS 

011 tl'le most inlimate terms. Darcy, as 
well as E~zabeth, really l~l\'ed them ; and 
thet were buth ever sensible of the 
wnrmest g~titude towards the persons 
who, by •bri:'hging her into Dcrby"shire, 
had been the means of uniting them. 

l''nl IS, 

G. SIIJNEY, P1intei:., 
;:>lr.>rtbumlierl.ind.strcu, ~tram!. 












